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(Order No. 5, Current Series) 
CITY OF PITTSFIELD. 
In the year one thousand nine hundred and fifteen. 
AN ORDER. 


Providing for the printing of the annual reports and of the City 
Manual. 


In Board of Aldermen, January 4, 1915. 
ORDERED — 

1. That the joint committee on printing be hereby auth- 
orized and directed to cause to be printed five hundred copies 
of the annual reports of the several city officers and departments 
for the year 1914, in such style and manner as it shall deem 
proper. 


2. That the Mayor's inaugural address delivered January 
4, 1915, be printed with the annual reports above provided for. 


3. That the committee cause to be printed such additional 

number of separate reports as may be deemed necessary by the 

several boards and officers issuing the same, and approved by 
the committee. 


4. That the committee cause to be printed five hundred 
copies of the Manual of the City Government for the current 
municipal year together with the Rules and Orders of the City 
Council in such style and manner as it shall deem proper. 


Approved, January 4, 1915. 


Office of the City Clerk, 


January 4, 1915. 
A true copy 
Attest: NORMAN C. HULL, 


City Clerk. 


INDEX TO REPORTS. 


Assessors of Taxes . 

Board of Health . 

Board of Public Works 

Building Inspector . ; 
Chief Engineer of Fire Department l 

City Auditor . ; 

City Clerk . I 

City Officers for 1914 

City Physician 

City Solicitor 

City Treasurer 

Inspector of Animals 

Inspector of Petroleum 

Inspector of Plumbing 

Inspector of Smoke . 

Inspector of Fire Alarm and Police Signal System 
Inspector of Milk, Meat and Provisions . 
Inspector of Wires . 
License Commissioners 

Mayor’s Address 

Municipal Planning Board 

Overseers of the Poor 

Park Commission 

Police Department . 

Sealer of Weights and Measures 

School Committee . 

Tax Collector . 

Trustees Berkshire Athens and Rasen 


[4 


CITY COUNCIL, 1915. 


Mayor, GEORGE W. FAULKNER. 


ALDERMEN 


President, Clifford Francis 


Ward 1. Clifford Francis. 
‘¢ 2. Sidney M. Benedict. 
eS 3. Harry C. Hutchinson. 
“ 4. Arthur F. Dodge. 
** 5. Frederick D. Retallick. 
““ 6. James J. Devanny, 


“ ^7. Charles P. Moran. 


Clerk, Norman C. Hull. 


Regular meeting of the Board of Aldermen, second and fourth 
Mondays of each month at 7.45 o'clock in the evening. 


COMMON COUNCIL. 


President, William F. Dunn 


Ward 1. 


Ward 2. 


Ward 3. 


Ward 4. 


Ward 5. 


Ward 6. 


Ward 7. 


Maurice J. Cavanaugh. 
John W. Casey. 
Daniel J. Cullen. 
James A. O'Neill. 
William F. Dunn. 
Thomas H. Nolan. 
George A. Iverson. 
Manson R. White. 
Clinton A. Stroud. 
John T. Scace. 

Frank P. Gray. 
William H. Tobin, Jr. 
Lemuel G. Lloyd. 


Arthur J. Feil 


Clerk, Joseph H. Masterson. 


Regular meeting of the Common Council on Wednesday after 
second Monday of each month. 


JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES. 


ACCOUNTS. 


Aldermen Benedict and Hutchinson. 
Councilmen Lloyd, Stroud and Nolan. 


City FARM AND Poor. 


Aldermen Dodge and Retallick. 
Councilmen Scace, Lloyd and Casey. 


ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF TAXES. 


Aldermen Devanny and Hutchinson. 
Councilmen White, Iverson and Tobin. 


CLAIMS. 


The Mayor, Aldermen Benedict and Moran. 
President Dunn. 
Councilmen Scace and Feil. 


FINANCE. 


The Mayor, Aldermen Francis and Moran. 
President Dunn. 
Councilmen Iverson, Gray and Nolan. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 


Aldermen Retallick and Dodge. 
President Dunn. 
Councilmen Cavanaugh and Cullen. 


FUEL AND STREET LIGHT. 


Aldermen Retallick and Benedict. 
Councilmen Gray, Cullen and Tobin. 


HIGHWAYS, BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 


Aldermen Dodge and Hutchinson. 
Councilmen Nolan, Tobin and Stroud. 


XII 


ORDINANCES. 


Aldermen Benedict and Moran. 
Councilmen Cullen, Cavanaugh and White. 


PRINTING. 


Aldermen Retallick and Hutchinson. 
Councilmen Gray, O’Neil and Casey. 


SALARIES. 


Aldermen Moran and Devanny. 
Councilmen Lloyd, Casey and Feil. 


PUBLIC PROPERTY. 


The Mayor, Aldermen Dodge and Francis. 
President Dunn. 
Councilmen Cavanaugh and O'Neil. 


Standing Committees of the Board of Aldermen. 


Elections and Returns—Aldermen Hutchinson and Devanny. 
Electric Wires—Aldermen Retallick and Benedict. 


Enrolled Ordinances and Resolutions—Aldermen Moran and 
Devanny. 


Police—The Mayor, Aldermen Francis and Dodge. 
Licenses, Weights and Measures—Aldermen Dodge and Moran. 


State and Military Aid and Soldiers’ Relief—Aldermen De- 
vanny and Benedict. 


Street Railways—Aldermen Francis, Devanny and Dodge. 
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Standing Committees of Common Council. 


Elections and Returns—Councilmen Tobin, Scace and O'Neil. 


Enrolled Ordinances and Resolutions—Councilmen Iverson, 
White and Stroud. 


City Officers, Superintendents, Etc. 


Mayor—George W. Faulkner. 

City Clerk—Norman C. Hull. 

Assistant City Clerk—Miss Elizabeth A. Nugent. 

City Treasurer—Fred M. Platt. 

City Auditor—Edgar T. Lawrence. 

City Solicitor—John J. Whittlesey. 

City Physician—Harry H. Bard, M. D. 

Collector of Taxes—Clifford H. Dickson. 

Clerk of Tax Collector—Judson Shaffer. 

Clerk of Committees—Frederick H. Purches. 

Inspector of Buildings—John H. Flynn. 

Inspector of Wires—William F. Francis. 

Inspector of Plumbing—William J. Cahill. 

Sealer of Weights and Measures—John F. O’Kane. 

Assessors—John McQuaid, James T. Goggins, Joseph Moran. 
Mr. Goggins, Chairman. 

Board of Public Works—Maurice J. Madden, Patrick J. Flynn. 
Eugene H. Robbins. Mr. Robbins, Chairman. 

Clerk of the Board of Public Works—Louis B. Cummings. 

Engineer of the Board of Public Works—Arthur B. Farnham. 

Supt. of Water Works—Fred J. Wise. 

Supt. of Streets and Roads—William Mahon. 

Water Inspectors—John J. O’Connell, Michael L. Foley. 

Board of Health—Bernard M. Boland, John A. Sullivan, M. D., 
J. Arthur Baker. Dr. Sullivan, Chairman. 

Agent Board of Health to Issue Burial Permits—Norman C. 
Hull. 

Overseers of Poor—Peter Sheridan, J. Fred Kahl, Henry 
Thomas. Mr. Kahl, Chairman. 

Superintendent of Poor—Albert W. Shaw. 

Superintendent of City Farm—Ernest Cook. 

Inspector of Milk and Provisions—Dr. Bernard M. Collins. 

Inspector of Animals—Dr. M. J. Cone. 
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Commissioners of Sinking Fund—George H. Tucker, Ralph B. 
Bardwell, Irving D. Ferrey. 

Registrars of Voters—Jason N. Shepardson, Owen G. Monroe, 
Joseph J. St. James, Abram E. Malcolm. Mr. Malcolm, 
Chairman. | 

Civil Service Representative—James T. Goggins. 

License Commissioners— Wallace E. Bardwell, George W. Pease, 
james Kelly. Mr. Kelly, Chairman. 

Janitor, City Hall—Dwight A. Clark. 

Park Commission—George W. Merriam, Dennis J. Haylon, 
Daniel F. Farrell, George H. White, Fred T. Francis. 


POLICE DEPARTMENT. 


Chief of Police—Daniel P. Flynn. 
Captain— John Hudner. 
Inspector—Daniel J. McColgan. 
Sergeant—Stephen W. Monks. 
Police Matron—Sarah M. Dean. 


PATROLMEN. 
Van de Bogart, William W. Fahey, Michael 
Stubbs, Henchel A. Mangan, David J. 
Chapman, George E. Keegan, William J. 
Lamore, Peter M. | Lasch, William P. 
Hines, John H. Colbert, Patrick J. 
Dunn, William E. O’Leary, Dennis 
McCormick, William P. Shepardson, Jedediah N. 
O’Connor, John Blair, John A. 
Sullivan, John L. Boyd, Robert F. 
Marshall, Wm. H. Reardon, John B. 
Bastion, Louis O. Rock, Richard B. 
Dunn, Daniel McNaughton, J. Duncan 
Croughwell, Arthur E. Ford, William H. 
Condron, Michael F. Barry, Charles A. 
Maxwell, Thomas Naughton, R. Lawrence 


Toner, William J. Hall, Thomas F. 
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RETIRED ON PENSION. 
William G. White, Chief of Police. 
James F. Dean, Captain. 
William A. Tobin, Patrolman. 
Dennis Hogan, Patrolman. 


. RESERVED OFFICERS 


Volin, Herbert A. 
Callahan, Michael F. 
England, Joseph F. 
Bartell, Frank A. 
Morano, Alfredo 


Grady, James F. 
Ano, Peter F. 
Norton, John H. Jr. 
Jarrett, Thomas J. 


Superintendent Police Signal and Fire Alarm Systems— 
Bartley Cummings. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


PERMANENT FORCE. 


Chief Engineer— William C. Shepard. 

Assistant Engineer— William J. Lloyd. 

Captains— Donald McDonald, Alexander E. Volin. 
Electrician— Bartley Cummings. 
Lieutenants—John H. Condron, Edward J. Powers. 


PERMANENT FIREMEN. 


Michael A. Street 
John H. Norton 


Robert J. Steele - 
George A. Denison 


Edward F. Payne 
Michael Marshall 
James M. Marshall 
Joseph F. Messer 


John W. Keegan 

William E. Higgins 
Timothy C. Cronin 
Clarence H. Smith 


Joseph T. Gray 
Charles J. Kinsella 
Daniel J. Flaherty 
William A. Stevens 
Geo. H. Clark, Jr. 


Hector F. Renaud, Jr. 


Daniel O’ Neil 
William F. Troy 


William E. Bagg 
William Boos, Jr. 
John Cullen 
William Croughwell 
Charles R. Foote 
Frank W. Gerst 
Harry W. Stebbins 
Irving J. Barnfather 
Alfred L. J. Rochelo 
Moses Robair 


Thomas F. Burke 
Joseph E. Buckley 
Francis H. Powers 
George E. Cummings 
Robert F. Mackie 
William F. Hanford 
John M. Blain 

Fred W. Hall 


CALL FIREMEN CLAss A. 


James W. Reagan 
William H. Shandoff 
R. N. Allen 

James Carey 
Gilbert Corkhill 
Romaine Powell 
Albert C. Boyd 
Homer Harris 
Clarence F. Treat 
Patrick F. Spence 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 
WEST PITTSFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


President—Joseph Merriam. 
Foreman—Romeo Cody. 
Treasurer—Martin Quinn. 
Secretary—William T. Quinn. 


F. A. Smith H. Conant 
Fred Jones T. Berry, Jr. 
C. J. Goodrich S. Coty 

R. Jones T. Killeen 
J. H. Shaw F. B. Hunt 


P. Powers D. Mullen 


W. A. Musgrove 
J. F. Goodsell 
P. Conley 

W. H. Martin 
W. Lusk 

C. D. Almstead 
O. Merriam 

A. Miller 

John Mountain 
John Miller 
David F. Ring 
R. Coty 
Thomas Quinn 
D. Merriam 

S. Ellison 

C. D. Bateman 
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J. Odette 

H. Lusk 

L. Gilbert 

L. Shearer 

John Cahill, Jr. 
Paul Odette 

John Connors, Sr. 
Henry F. Miller 
Albert A. Purnell 
Cornelius H. Cody 
James Perry 
Patrick Cahill 
Martin Quinn 
Elmer A. Coty 
Edward Bohlman 
William Merriam 


Hon. GEORGE W. FAULKNER, 
MAYOR OF PITTSFIELD. 


ADDRESS OF 


MAYOR GEORGE W. FAULKNER 
TO THE 


Pittsfield City Council 
MONDAY, JANUARY 4 
1915 


Gentlemen of the City Council:— 


The year just closed has been to most of us a very trying 
and oppressive one. The universal business depression is keen- 
ly felt in our city, while the wants of many of our worthy poor 
were never greater than at this time. We must, nevertheless, 
assume the duties of office in the face of these conditions with a 
firm determination to render to the citizens of this city an ac- 
count of our stewardship that will reflect credit upon ourselves 
and upon our entire community. As in any other large cor- 
poration we are expected to devote our best service to our 
several duties, therefore, let us resolve to unite in our effort. to 
give the best administration to the City of Pittsfield that it 
has ever had. 


FINANCES. 


I do not propose to present, at this time, an exhaustive re- 
view of our present financial condition, but I wish to impress 
upon you that the enormous debt of the City of Pittsheld de- 
mands our first consideration. 

The total indebtedness incurred and outstanding Jan. 1, 
1915 is $2,912,700.00. This indebtedness is made up as follows: 
Water debt $1,571,000 00 
Sewer debt 473,000 00 


School debt 552,000 00 
Paving debt 35,000 00 
Permanent improvement debt ` 36,000 00 
Wahconah St. improvement debt 49,000 00 
Columbus Avenue debt j 8,700 00 
Cheshire and Richmond Road debt 18,000 00 
Voting Machine debt 6,000 00 
Public Park debt 24,500 00 
City debt, 1914 (Notes) 71,500 00 
$2,844,700 00 

Authorized debt (Dawes School addition) 68,000 00 
'Total indebtedness $2,912,700 00 


DEBTs OUTSIDE DEBT LIMIT. 


Water debt $1,571,000 00 
Sewer debt 473,000 00 
Paving debt 39,000 00 
School debt 91,000 00 


$2,170,000 00 


Net debt $742,700 00 

(The debt limit is fixed by law at 214% of the valuation of 

the city for the three preceeding years. The average valuation 
of this City is. $34,813,913.00.) 


214% of the above, $870,347 82 


Less net debt, 742,700 00 


Present borrowing capacity, $127,647 82 


It is unnecessary for me, therefore, to say that the financial 
aspects of our city life are of the greatest importance, and that 
we must exercise greater care in the expenditure of the city’s 
money in the year 1915 than we have ever done before. Any 
remarks or suggestions which I may hereafter make may be 


3 


regarded as of relatively minor importance at the present time 
and wholly subject to the strength of our finances. 


STREETS. 


Pittsfield must continue as a city in the policy of paving its 
streets and maintaining them in good condition. The main 
arteries of traffic must have primary consideration, and I be- 
lieve we should adopt the course of doing something, though 
less than desired, in the way of adding permanent pavements 
to our streets each year. If we cannot pave the whole, then 
let it be but part of the whole. Thus in due course the entire 
street may be permanently improved. 


SIDEWALKS. 


Sufficient money should be set aside this year for the con- 
struction of new concrete sidewalks, and reconstructing and 
repairing some of the old tar walks which are, in some instances, 
completely worn out. There should be a concrete walk, on 
one side at least, of every street accepted and known as a city 
way. 


STREET LIGHTING. 


In the matter of lighting the principal streets, our city has 
made a splendid beginning in the lighting of North Street. 
Every street in this city should have a reasonable number of 
lights, so that the safety and convenience of our people may be 
properly served. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


The city has today a well disciplined and very efficient Fire 
Department. The equipment is excellent so far as it goes, and 
the service is highly creditable. Some new apparatus is needed 
and must be provided. There should be more men added to 
properly perform the functions of this Department, thereby 
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giving more time to inspection work about the city in general. 
I would recommend that three permanent men be added as 
soon as it is convenient to do so. 


PoLicE DEPARTMENT. 


The Police Department has nearly its full corps of men, 
namely, one patrolman for each thousand inhabitants. This 
Department has been subjected to an increasing amount of 
criticism of late, and there is an insistent demand for relief and 
improvement. 

I propose to give these criticisms my most earnest and im- 
mediate attention and to remedy whatever defects are found 
to exist. | 

The material wants of the Department are few. But we 
must bear in mind that the proper protection of our citizens 
and our public morals is of vital importance to the city. 


PARKS. 


The Park Commission has general charge over the parks of 
the city, and it has proved to be a very effective body of public 
spirited officials, keeping the several properties in splendid 
condition and maintaining order so that the rights of the people 
have been respected. The Park and Playground Association is 


working in entire harmony with the Park Commission, and it 


is hoped that in the near future all the work will be turned over 
to the Commission. 


SCHOOLS. 


The school facilities of the city are much better than they 
have been in several years. The completion of the Pomeroy 
School will materially assist in taking care of the needs of that 
section of the city for some time to come. The High School 
will have to be given attention this year, and undoubtedly, 
provision will have to be made for additional space. I am 
strongly in favor of having the younger children attend school 


` 
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in the immediate vicinity of their homes, in order that they 
may not be detained after school hours unnecessarily in reach- 
ing their homes. 


BoARD OF HEALTH. 


The Board of Health has exercised great influence in caring 
for the city and we have been very fortunate in not having any 
contagious disease to menace the general health of the com- 
munity. 


SUGGESTIONS. 


There are a number of suggestions I have to make which 
should receive our careful consideration during the year. First, 
I may mention the paving of Melville Street, and the paving of 
East Street from First Street, west to the Park. The paving 
of South Street to West Housatonic Street is also very much 
desired. And there are other streets which must, at no remote 
date, receive our attention. Among them are portions of Linden 
Street and Francis Avenue; the widening of the highway in 
front of the Pomeroy School; also the construction of a per- 
manent road from Pomeroy Bridge on West Housatonic Street 
westerly to the State Road on Woodleigh Avenue. 

Among other details I may mention the need for the imme- 
diate acceptance of Jordan Avenue and the cleaning up of this 
thoroughfare which, in its present intolerable condition, isa 
menace to the neighborhood. 

The Board of Public Works, which has control of the ex- 
penditure of a large portion of the money raised by taxation, 
should be composed of reliable and competent men on whom 
we can place responsibility, and from whom we can expect an 
efficient administration of the affairs of the office. 

I understand the relations between the City Council and 
certain other departments of our City Government, namely, 
the Fire and Police Departments, have not been wholly free of 
friction in recent years, and many suggestions have come to 
me from worthy citizens having our general welfare at heart, 
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leading to a correction of this condition, some even going to the 
extent of advocating charter revision. 


I am especially interested in these complaints and sugges- 
tions, but we must remember that evils may arise under any 
form of government, that the form of any municipal charter 
cannot alone insure good government;—rather—do I place 
larger confidence and hope for remedy of mal-administration 
in the personnel, the character and fitness of those selected as 
our public servants. 


Gentlemen of the City Council:— 


In conclusion let me add that the work of the year is before 
us. Let us enter with cheer and confidence upon the perform- 
ance of our task, ever remembering our oath and obligations, 
and with a firm resolve to faithfully and impartially perform the 
duties assigned to us, in order that we may better contribute 
to the upbuilding of the civic life of the city, which we all love 
and desire to serve. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE ALARM 
AND POLICE SIGNAL SYSTEMS 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and Members of the City Council: 
GENTLEMEN: 


My annual report for the year ending December 31st,1914, 
is herewith submitted: 

At the present time the apparatus for the Fire Alarm and 
Police Signal System is in good order. 

Improvements made on the systems were the installing of 
about eighteen hundred feet of 10 and 16 pair cable, as follows: 
From the Central Fire Station to the terminal at Box 41 to 
Box 42 opposite Columbus Avenue and from Box 41 to Box 28 
at the corner of West and South Streets, thereby eliminating 
all the old single conductor wire in that important section of the 
city. | 

Fifteen miles of wire were removed from the tops of poles 
away from the electric light wires, to locations on poles and all 
the boxes have been grounded, in compliance with the Fire 
Alarm and Police Wire Ordinance No. 117, Sections 2 and 5. 

Two miles of underground wire have been placed through 
West Housatonic and South Streets, thereby eliminating over- 
head wires on West Housatonic Street to Hawthorne Avenue, 
on Elizabeth St., and on Henry Avenue. Also the overhead 
wires on Lake Street and on Fourth Street have been removed. 

Three old type boxes, numbers 24, 15 and 46 have been re- 
placed by the Gardiner Non-Interfering Boxes and placed on 
iron standards. 
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Two new boxes have been installed, one No. 131 placed on 
Wendell Avenue above Broad Street, the other Box No. 57 at 
Lakewood. | 

The old style doors of Boxes No. 41, 28, and 42 have been 
replaced with the new Keyless type doors. 

Three new traffic horns were installed on the standards of 
Boxes 41, 28, and 42 at the corner of School and North Streets, 
at the corner of West and South Streets, and on North Street 
opposite Columbus Avenue, respectively. 

The Repeaters and the three large indicators and other 
apparatus were overhauled and repaired by an expert from the 
Gamewell Company. 

The boxes on No. 4 circuit which were burned out during 
the year 1913 have been replaced by the new Gardiner Non- 
Interfering boxes. 


The fire whistle formerly located at the plant of the Pitts- 
field Electric Company on Eagle Street was removed to their 
Silver Lake Plant and has proved very unsatisfactory. 

The equipment of this department consists of the following: 
One 5 circuit repeater, one 6 circuit switchboard, one 6 circuit 
protector board, 210 storage batteries, 3 large indicators, 1 
small indicator for testing purposes, 12 miles of underground 
cable, 50 miles overhead wire, 15 house bells, 2 mechanical 
tappers, one Fire Whistle Machine, three traffic horns, 71 Fire 
Alarm Boxes, Sixty-four of these boxes are city boxes and 
seven are private boxes. 

These alarm boxes consist of 15 old style boxes, installed 
nearly forty years ago, 36 of the Excelsior Non-Interfering type 
and 20 Gardiner Non-Interfering type. 

The Police Signal System consists of one 4 circuit switch- 
board one Register and Time stamp, 72 batteries, 13 Signal 
Boxes, 10 miles of overhead wire, and 4 miles of underground 
cable. Two miles of wire were changed to the underground 
during the year and about three miles of overhead wire removed. 

For the past three years, I have called the attention of the 
City Council to the urgent need of new equipment for the 
Central Fire Station. By changing the wiring and dividing 
the circuits, I have been able to keep the system in working 
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order, but the limit has been reached and any additional load 
would be liable to cause serious trouble. During the past year, 
there were five petitions received for the installation of new 
boxes. These petitions had to be turned down as the system 
does not warrant any increased load. 

I would recommend the installation of a 10 circuit repeater, 
switchboard and other up to date apparatus. 

Also that lead cable be installed on North Street from 
Columbus Avenue to Maplewood Avenue and on South Street 
from West Street to East Housatonic Street to take the place 
of the single conductor wires now in use. 

That all wooden posts leading from the underground be 
replaced by iron standards. 

That a La Barron Air Fire Whistle be installed on the tower 
of the Central Fire Station. 

That three Gardiner Non-Interfering Boxes be purchased 
to replace Boxes No. 23, 25, and 36 which are at present un- 
reliable. f 

Respectfully submitted, 


BARTLEY CUMMINGS, 
Superintendent of Fire Alarm and Police Signal Systems. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


CITY SOLICITOR 


PITTSFIELD, Mass., February 1, 1915. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council of the 
City of Pittsfield:— 


THE FOLLOWING REPORT OF THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT IS HEREBY 
SUBMITTED: 


LITIGATION COMPLETED. 
MARGARET T. SCOTT VS. THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD. 


Petition for the assessment of damages because of the al- 
leged taking of land on Elm Street. This action and all other 
claims of the estate of Margaret T. Scott, or of the present 
owners of the real estate which was formerly owned by her, were 
settled by the City's paying the sum of One Hundred Dollars 
($100.00) and assuming the betterments heretofore assessed 
upon said real estate. 


EDGAR D. PRITCHARD VS. THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD. 


Another petition for the assessment of damages because of 
the alleged taking of land on Elm Street and building a bridge 
thereon. Settled in consideration of the City's paying Three 
Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($350.00) and assuming the better- 
ments heretofore assessed upon the property of said Pritchard. 
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Two actions instituted by ROBERT W. VOLK ET AL vs. THE 
City OF PITTSFIELD, one in the Land Court of this Common- 
wealth and one in the Superior Court, both arising from and 
growing out of the taking of ‘‘ Honasada Park’’, near Pontoosuc 
Lake, in this City. Settled by the City’s purchasing the 
land in question, being the land known as ‘‘Honasada Park” or 
““Pontoosuc Park”. 


CASES PENDING. 


Arthur N. Cooley vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Daniel A. Dorey vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Marshall S. Wellington et al. vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Harry Payne Whitney, Trustee, vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

City of Pittsfield vs. Stephen D. Hodlin. 

The Eaton Dikeman Company vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Smith Paper Company vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Oliver S. Hutchinson vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Frank E. Curtis vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Oliver S. Hutchinson vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Catherine E. Stevens vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Winston € Company vs. the City of Pittsfield. 

Also, a petition of the Boston and Albany Railway Company 
for assessment of damages because of the City’s laying a water 
pipe across its location, near the First Street bridge. 


NEW LITIGATION. 
MARY I. DOWD VS. THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD. 


Action of tort for damages alleged to have been sustained 
because of alleged fall on Burbank Street. 


MICHAEL J. DOWD VS. THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD. 
Action of tort for expenses incident to furnishing medical 


care and attendance, nursing, etc., for the above-mentioned 
Mary I. Dowd. 
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Both cases entered in Superior Court of Berkshire County 
January 4th, 1915. 


MICHAEL ALLESSIO VS. THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD. 


Petition for assessment of damages because of land alleged 
to have been taken in laying out Parkside Avenue. 
Said petition is returnable September 8th, 1914. 


There are also two petitions by the Boston and Albany Rail- 
way Company seeking the apportionment of the cost of recon- 
structing Lebanon Avenue bridge, so called, over the Boston 
and Albany Railroad; and of the cost of widening the bridge 
on Dalton Road, so called. 


CLAIMS SETTLED. 


Claim of EUGENE L. Hannon, for salary and incidental ex- 
penses. 

Claim of LENA HERIE, for land damages. 

Both cases were settled in accordance with orders on file 
in the office of the City Clerk. 

Claim of GEORGE E. REYNOLDS. 

Claim of CATHERINE COWELL. 

Claim of MARGARET DALY. 

Claim of NELSON GRAINEY. 

All the above cases were settled in accordance with recom- 
mendations of Committee on Claims. 

Numerous petitioners who presented claims; which are now 
on file with the City Solicitor, were given leave to withdraw. 

Numerous other claims were referred to the City Govern- 
ment of 1915. 


CONCLUSION. 


In closing this report, I wish to again express my appreciation 
of the valuable assistance rendered to me by all employees and 
officials of the City from whom assistance has been sought by 
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this Department; and once more to express my appreciation of 
the invaluable aid which this Department has received from 
William H. Swift, Chairman of the Committee on Water 
Supply, for which aid, the City owes to Mr. Swift a debt of 
gratitude. 


A FEW SUGGESTIONS. 


By those who are familiar with the practise of law, the City’s 
method of conducting its Legal Department has long been re- 
garded as either a very costly joke or as too ridiculous for 
humorous comment. | 

For a salary insufficient to pay his office expenses; the City 
Solicitor is required to act as errand boy, stenographer, detec- 
tive and attorney at law; to equip and maintain, at his own 
expense, an office for the transaction of the City’s legal business. 
Without the submission of adequate data upon which to base 
his judgment, he is required by various departments of the City 
Government to render his opinion upon some of the most tech- 
nical matters in law. When one realizes that the departments 
of the City Government are practically independent of each 
other; in other words, that the Government lacks cohesion; it 
will be understood that the time required to gather data and to 
reconcile and interpret the law upon which the Solicitor must 
base his opinion is greater than the present method of transact- 
ing the legal business of the City affords. 

In commenting upon the subject of City Charters; Judge 
Dillon, one of the ablest jurists of our time and a recognized 
authority on the subject of municipal corporations, uses this 
language: 

‘When it is remembered that the charter of such a corpora- 
tion is its constitution, and gives to it all the powers it possesses 
(unless other statutes are applicable to it), its careful study, 
in any given case, is indispensable to an understanding of the 
nature and extent of the powers it confers, the duties 1t enjoins, 
and liabilities it creates. The construction of its various pro- 
visions, and the determination of the relation which these bear 
to the general statutes of the State,—how far the charter con- 
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trols, or how far it is controlled by other legislation, are often 
among the most difficult problems which perplex the lawyer 
and the judge. The study of a question of corporation law be- 
gins with the charter; but it must oftentimes be pursued into 
the constitution, the general statutes, and legislative policy of 
the State, and after this into the broad field of general juris- 
prudence." In fact, the law of municipal corporations, like 
the municipal corporation itself, lacks cohesion; to such an 
extent that it may be described as an unconnected mass of hap- 
hazard enactments; so that the statement of Judge Dillon may 
be so extended as to include the simplest questions propounded 
to the City Solicitor. 

It therefore seems to me that the City Solicitor ought to be 
provided with the proper facilities for quickly and thoroughly 
investigating every accident, event or happening that may 
possibly give rise to a claim against the City; also with the 
facilities for the taking of evidence in relation to such accident, 
event or happening, and for the perpetuating of such evidence; 
that his office ought to be so arranged that he will be in touch 
with all departments of the City Government, so that he may 
learn the real facts upon which he is required to render an opin- 
ion; that his authority ought to be so increased as to enable 
him to prepare for court procedure, by employing photog- 
graphers and providing, in any and all given cases, measure- 
ments and maps. I therefore suggest that an office for the. 
City Solicitor be provided in the City Hall; (preferably connect- 
ed with the office of the City Clerk, so that one law library may 
serve both departments;) that he be paid a reasonable salary 
for his services; that he be furnished the facilities for properly 
transacting and systematizing the legal business of the City, 
including the taking of affidavits of witnesses and the taking of 
evidence before the Committee on Claims; and that he be al- 
lowed to attend to no business other than the legal business of 
the City. 

It seems to me that without some such arrangements, the 
City Solicitor can not be expected to give to the City his un- 
divided attention; render to it his best services; take due ad- 
vantage of all proper technicalities; cause claims to be quickly 
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and properly investigated, and evidence thereof to be systemati- 
cally filed and properly perpetuated; and be ready at any and 
` all times to state in writing the reasons why the Charter of the 
City, the Statutes and the Bill of Rights of Massachusetts, and 
the Constitution of the United States can not be repealed, . 
whenever the gratification of a personal whim or the promotion 
of private interests demand such repeal. 

If, however, it shall be deemed inadvisable to adopt the 
method above suggested, the City ought, at least, to increase 
the authority and salary of the City Solicitor. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES FALLON, 


City Solicitor. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF WIRES 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and Honorable City Council:— 


GENTLEMEN : 
I submit my report for the year 1914. 


Number of applications for wiring, 

Number of inspections made, 

Number of permits issued to Pittsfield Electric Co. 
to connect wires and supply current, 

Notifications by mail and otherwise, 

Feet of underground constructed by N. E. Tel. & 
Tel. Co., 

Feet of steel armored wire used for street lighting, 

Feet of lead cable used for connecting street light- 
ing system, | 

Feet of underground wire put in by Pittsfield Elec- 
tric Co. in ducts already constructed, 

49 miles of wire weighing 48,800 Ibs used by Pitts- 
field Electric Co. also 386 poles set during the 
year. 


677 
1,407 


307 
46 


15,930 
9,000 


1,000 


1,940 


Much has been done this year for the betterment of condi- 
tions on both North and West Streets. During the month of 
: August the Berkshire Street Railroad Company began setting 
tubular steel poles, replacing the old poles then existing and 
new trolley wires of larger size were put up with necessary cut 


18 


outs to be used in case of fire, to cut out the several sections of 
trolley, so that the fire apparatus and men can work with safety, 
and taking down the feed wires from the east side of North 
Street. This work was closely followed by the Pittsfield Elec- 
tric Co., who erected poles for underground wires to feed the 
new street lighting system, which was installed from Union 
Depot on West Street to White Terrace on North Street, so 
that now, North Street is entirely free from wires excepting 
those necessary to sustain the trolley wires, from the corner of 
West Street to Orchard Street. The cut out boxes and some 
finishing of work on trolley construction near corner of North 
and West Streets has not as yet been entirely completed as cold 
weather prevented further work. During November the old 
poles were all removed from North Street. The new lighting 
system on North Street and West Street consists of 58 iron 
standard poles about 160 feet apart on each side of the street. 
Three other iron standards have also been erected to connect 
with underground lighting on other streets. 

The changing of poles and wires on Wahconah Street that 
was begun during the year 1913 has been completed during this 
year, and electric wires have been placed on one side of the 
street and telephone and fire alarm wires on the other, thereby 
making conditions much safer. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM F. FRANCIS, 


Inspector of Wires. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 


PITTSFIELD, Mass., January 9, 1915. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: 


In compliance with the ordinances of the City the License 
Commission of the City of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, submit 
the following report of the licenses of the different classes grant- 
ed by them during the Calendar year 1914. 


PRICES. 
First Class, Fourth Class and Innholder, $1,800 00 
First Class, 1,300 00 
Fourth Class, 1,200 00 
Fifth Class, Brewery, 1,600 00 
Fifth Class, Bottling, 1,300 00 
Club Licenses, 50 00 
Sixth Class, Druggists, 1 00 
Fees for Recording Licenses, 1 00 


Licenses granted during the year were as follows:— 
First CLass—FOURTH CLASS—INNHOLDER. 
First Class, $1,500 00 
Fees: Fourth Class, 300 00 
Recording, 1 00 
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LICENSE 
NUMBER 


63. 


57. 
64. 


ve E s 


56. 


Plumb & Clark, American House, North St. and Columbus 
Ave. | 
Walter L. Mercer, Kenney Hotel, North and Union Sts. 


Wendell Realty Co., Wendell Hotel, Cor. South and West 
Sts. | 


FIRST CLASS—COMMON VICTUALLER. 


I First Class, — $1,300 00 
Fees: 


Recording, 1 00 
Thomas H. Lew, 289 North Street 
Dennis J. Lyons, 44 West Street 
Michael Condron and John Lawlor, 
(Colon Wine Co.), 301 North Street 


John H. and Patrick J. Cone (Cone Bros.), 
52 West Street 


Keegan Brothers, 36 West Street 
Cullen & Lally, 235 North Street 
John Meehan, 184 West Street 
William H. Mara, | 159 North Street 
Heidel & Glander, ! 34 Depot Street 
Richard E. Clary (Clary Liquor Co.), 202 West Street 
Daly & Thomas, 20 Depot Street 
William H. Murphy, 23-27 Morton Place 
John F. Carey, 196 West Street 
Scully Brothers, 232 North Street 
Gilman & Semmler, 147 North Street 
John R. Stetson, 45 Summer Street 


Robert Kelly, 185 Wahconah Street 


21 
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FOURTH CLASS. 


EN I Fourth Class, $1,200 00 
Recording, 1 00 
LICENSE 
NUMBER 
17. Charles H. Clifford and James J. Canning, 
(California Wine Co.), 3 Melville Street 
18. Michael Condron and John Lawlor, 
(M. Condron & Co.), | 15 Union Street 
19. Thomas H. Lew, 314 North Street 
20. William H. Mara, 157 North Street 
21. Richard E. Clary, (Clary Liquor Co.), 200 West Street 
22. The High Grade Liquor Store, 37 Bradford Street 
23. John H. and Patrick J. Cone (Cone Bros.), 
| 178 West Street 
24. Isaac Gans, 634 North Street 
FIFTH CLASS—BREWERY. 
Fees: Fifth Class, — $1,600 00 
Recording, 1 00 
LICENSE 
NUMBER 
26. Berkshire Brewing Ass'n., 352 Columbus Avenue 
FIFTH CLASS—BOTTLING. 
Fees: i Fifth Class, — $1,300 00 
j Recording, 1 00 
LICENSE 
NUMBER 
25. Edward A. Gantert, (Rice Brothers), 190 West Street 
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SPECIAL CLUB. 


Special Club, 50 00 
Pes; j Recording : 1 00 
LICENSE 
NUMBER 
27. Turn Verein Germania, 113 Seymour Street 
28. Pittsfield Lodge No. 272 Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, 27 Union Street 
29. Park Club, Berkshire Life Insurance Co. Bldg. 
SIXTH CLASs—DRUGGIST. 
oe Sixth Class, $1 00 
Recording, 1 00 
LICENSE 
NUMBER 
30. Howard L. Brown, 128 West Street 
31. William R. Hagyard, 10 South Street 
32. Clarence H. Waite, 15 North Street 
33. Eli Bence, 49 North Street 
34. The McManus Pharmacy, Inc., 163 North Street 
35. Union Drug Company, 317 North Street 
36. Edward C. Rickard, 123 Elm Street 
37. Ernst O. Engstrom, 251 North Street 
53. William C. Moulton, 308 North Street 
54. Thomas H. Farrell, 436 North Street 
58. Frank P. Burns, 215 North Street 
59. James F. Moriarty, 240 Fourth Street 
60. Walter C. Taylor, Tyler Street and Woodlawn Avenue 
61. Philip A. Lowe, 122 North Street 


65. E. P. Carney, 123 North Street 
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INNHOLDER. 
LICENSE 
NUMBER 
38. Westerly Hotel, 108 West Street 
52. Arthur J. Feil, Norwood Hotel, Summer Street 


62. Arthur W. Plumb, Maplewood Hotel, 
North Street and Maplewood Avenue 


COMMON VICTUALLERS (ONLY). 
LICENSE 
NUMBER 


39. Ernest Hicks, 78 West Street. 

40. Quinn Lunch Company, 33 Summer Street. 

41. Boston & Albany Restaurant, Union Depot. 

42. Joseph H. Ressler, 237 North Street. 

43. John P. O’Loughlin, Lunch Wagon, 220 North Street. 
44. Herbert L. King, 70 and 74 Columbus Avenue. 

45. Milton D. Gardner, 22 Dunham Street. 

46. W. H. Cosgrove, 24 Eagle Street. 

47. James Librizzi, Lunch Wagon, West Street corner Center. 
48. Gaw Taw, 105 West Street. 

49. Milton D. Gardner, 124 West Street. 

50. Pittsfield Boat Club, Pontoosuc Lake. 

51. General Electric Co., Kellogg Street. 

55. The Kinney € Woodward Co., 226 North Street. 

66. James E. Harrington, 7 Melville Street. 


. January 8, 1914, there was granted a Sixth Class Druggist 
License to Joseph T. Dolor Hebert, at 308 North Street. The 
number of this license is 64. A license fee of $1.00 was paid, 
also a recording fee of $1.00. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


License Recording 


3 First Class—Fourth Class— 


Innholders, 


17 First Class—Common Victual- 


lers, 
S Fourth Class, 
1 Fifth Class, Brewery, 
1 Fifth Class, Bottling, 
30 Total Number Issued 
3 Special Club, 
16 Sixth Class—Druggists, 


Received for Licenses, 
Received for Recording, 


Total Receipts, 


$1,800 00 $5,400 00 6 00 


1,300 00 22,100 00 17 00 
1,200 00 9,600 00 8 00 
1,600 00 1,600 00 1 00 
1,300 00 1,300 00 1 00 


50 00 150 00 3 00 
1 00 16 00 16 00 


$40,166 00 $52 00 
$40,166 00 
52 00 
$40,218 00 
JAMES KELLY, 
WALLACE E. BARDWELL, 
GEO. W. PEASE, 


Board of License Commissioners. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS 


PITTSFIELD, Mass., January 20, 1915 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
GENTLEMEN: 


I herewith submit my report as Inspector of Buildings, for 
the year ending December 31, 1914. 


Total number of permits issued 313, as follows: 


Single houses, 17 
Double houses, 35 
Two flat houses, 25 
Three flat houses, 2 
Four flat houses, ` 11 
Six flat houses, 1 
Stores and apartments, 3 
Bungalows, 9 
Store and office buildings, 1 
Association buildings, 1 
Theatre and stores, | 1 
Stores, 8 
Hotels, 1 
Scale house, 

Store houses, 11 


Shops, 3 
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Garages, | 31 
Chapels, 3 
Ice houses, 1 
Barns, 17 
Hen houses, 5 
Wagon sheds, 

Piazzas, 1 
Buildings built of brick, 18 
Buildings built of concrete, 

Buildings built of terra cotta, 2 
Frame buildings, brick veneered, 4 
Number of lathing permits granted, 168 


All inspections of passenger and freight elevators are made 
in accordance with the Elevator and Escalator Regulations of 
the District Police for which provision is made in Chapter 806, 
of the acts of 1913. 

As required by the Statutes, the Hotels and lodging houses 
throughout the City were inspected in the month of April and 
their condition relative to safety in case of fire duly reported to 
the Chief of the Massachusetts District Police. 

The estimated cost of buildings, alterations, and additions, 
for which permits were issued in the first and second fire dis- 
tricts is $902,174.00. 

Respectfully sumbitted, 


JOHN H. FLYNN, 
Inspector of Buildings. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 


PrTTSFIELD, Mass., January 25, 1915. 


To His Honor, The Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
GENTLEMEN: | 


I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of 
the Department of Weights and Measures for the year ending ` 
December 31, 1914. 

Ad- Un- Con- 
justed Sealed sealed demned 
Platform scales over 5000 


lbs., 21 1 
Platform scales under 5000 

lbs., 14 144 4 6 
Computing scales, 19 166 1 1 
Slot weighing scales, 14 15 4 
All other scales, 21 478 34 
Weights, 135 1225 15 
Dry Measures, 71 
Liquid Measures, f 445 25 
Milk Jars, 406 3 
Linear Measures, 136 8 
Measuring Machines, 1 
Measuring Pumps, 1 7 

Totals, 204 3115 5 97 
Total amount of fees received, $233 02 


Paid to City Treasurer, $233 02 
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Number of scales, weights and measures tested, 3212 
Number of scales, weights and measures sealed, 3115 
Number of scales, weights and measures adjusted, 204 
Number of scales, weights and measures condemned, 97 
Number of scales, weights and measures non sealed, 5 
Number of scales, weights and measures tested at office, 1178 
Number of scalés, weights and measures sealed at office, 1108 
Number of scales, weights and measures adjusted at office, 38 
Number of scales, weights and measures condemned at office, 70 
Number of peddlers registered, ! 127 
Number of inspections of peddlers' wagons, 68. 
Number of test weighings and inspections in stores, 686 


There were three cases in court for violation of the weights. 
and measures laws. 'The defendants were found guilty and 
fines were imposed amounting to $70.00. 

The following inventory will show property in charge of the 
Department: 


The official standard. Total value $466.58. One large 
balance, set steel weights, 50, 25, 20, 10, 5 lb., set nickel plated 
brass weights 4, 2, 1 1b., 8, 4, 2, 1, 1-2, 1-4, 1-8, 1-16, 1-32 oz., 
set apothecaries weights 1-10 gr. to 2 drams, set metric weights. 
50 grams to 10 mg., set dry capacity metal measures, 16, 8, 4, 
2, 1 qt., pint and 1-2 pint, set liquid capacity metal measures. 
1 gal., 1-2 gal., qt., pt., 1-2 pt., gill, and 2 oz. graduate. 


Yard measure. 
Meter. 
Large show case for equipment. 
Two small cases. 
One kilogram. 


Sealers’ working equipment. Total value $523.30. 

Analytical balance. 

Portable balance in carrying case ‘‘modern’’. 

: Portable balance in carrying case ‘‘old type”. 

Set brass weights in carrying case 4, 2, 1, 1b., 8, 4, 2, 1, 1-2, 
1-4, 1-8, 1-16 oz. à | 
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Set nickel plated weights 2, 1 lb., 8, 4, 2, 1, 1-2, 1-4, 1-8, 
1-16, 1-32 oz. 

Set grain weights in case 1000 grams to 1-500 gr. 

Set apothecaries’ weights in case 1-10 gr. to 2 drams. 

Steel weights 5, 10, 20 lbs. 

Hanger weights 1, 2, 4, 8, 16 lbs. 

Five gal. copper measure. 

One gal. nickel plated measure. 

Set copper liquid capacity measures gal., 1-2 gal., qt., pt., 
gill. 
One gal. tin measure. 

Set dry capacity measures 16, 8, 4, 2, 1 qt. 

One metal bushel basket. 

Pint dry capacity measure aluminum. 

1-2 pint dry capacity measure aluminum. 

Dry measure graduate. 

Set liquid capacity graduates in case 32, 16, 8, 2 oz. 

Grain hopper, 2 yard measures, sealers’ anvil, heater for 
branding irons, 2 branding irons, 9 steel dies, sealing clamp, 
weight stake, 2 spring balances, 50 ft. steel tape. 

Striking rod, 2 funnels, drill press and drills, in carrying 
case, 2 dry measure gauges, 6 foot rule. | 

Lead wire, wire seals, paper seals, tags, coal reweighing 
book, record book receipt books, rubber stamps, roll top desk, 
chair, office supplies, work bench and kit of tools. 

Potato shovel and appliance for testing ice. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN F. O'KANE, 
Sealer of Weights and Measures. 


REPORT 


° OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF SMOKE 


PITTSFIELD, Mass., January 25, 1915. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


GENTLEMEN : 

I have the honor to submit herewith the report as Smoke 
Inspector for the year ending December 31, 1914. 

I find by inspections made of the various plants in the City 
that violations of the law are decreasing. Many of the plants 
have already installed apparatus for smoke abatement, while 
others have increased their boiler capacity making it possible 
for the fireman with careful firing to keep within the law. 
One plant has installed two new boilers, equipped with settings 
especially adapted for the abatement of smoke nuisance. An- 
other plant within a short time will install the same equipment. 

One of the large concerns have plans for a new power plant 
of the most modern type. 

The nuisance in the vicinity of the Pomeroy school caused 
by the locomotives at the round-house of the N. Y., N. H. & H. 
Railroad will be greatly improved. This matter has been 
taken up with the railroad officials and one of their men sent 
here to remedy the trouble. Notwithstanding the fact that 
locomotive stacks are exempt under the law, Superintendent 
M. S. Miller assures me he will do everything in his power to 
correct it. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN F. O’KANE, 
Inspector. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF PETROLEUM 


Beene, Mass., January 25, 1915. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
GENTLEMEN : 
I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of the 
inspection of petroleum for the year ending December 31, 1914. 


Thirty-eight tank cars containing 251,752 gallons. 
Fees received from petroleum tests, $176 22 


Fees paid to City Treasurer, 176 22 
Fees due from Four Bros. for 1911, 22 13 
Equipment. 


Tagliabue’s open fire tester, hydrometers, thermometer, 
jar and oil manual $11.48. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN F. O’KANE, 


Inspector. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


ASSESSORS OF TAXES 


PITTSFIELD, Mass., January 15, 1915. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


GENTLEMEN :—The Assessors herewith respectfully submit 
their annual report for the year 1914. 


ORGANIZATION. 


The organization of the Board was as follows:— 


CHAIRMAN, JAMES T. GOGGINS. 


SECRETARY, JOHN J. BASTION. 


ASSISTANT ASSESSORS. 


Ward 1, Edward Weller. 
Ward 2a, William F. Leonard. 
Ward 2b, Frank H. Smith. 
Ward 3a, Arthur S. Blain, 
Ward 3b, Martin T. McMahon. 
Ward 4, Robert H. Barrett. 
Ward 5, Harold V. Dunn. 
Ward 6, Joseph M. Fitzgerald. 
Ward 7, Thomas N. Enright. 
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WARRANTS RECEIVED. 


A city warrant was received May Sth, 1914, 


directing a tax levy of $819,998 29 
A county warrant was received june 2nd, 
1914, directing a tax levy of 49,088 50 
A state warrant was received July 11th, 1914, 
directing a tax levy for state tax of | 71,837 50 
A state warrant was received July 11th, 1914, 
directing a tax levy for state highway of 1,514 30 
A state warrant was received July 11th, 1914, 
directing a tax levy for state auditing of 5,498 74 
$947,937 33 
APPROPRIATIONS. 


The City Council passed an order May 5th, 1914, 
appropriating for payment of city debt and 


interest, | $216,192 50 
And for payment of municipal expenses, | 603,S05 79 
Total, $819,998 29 


Pursuant to provision of law, the Assessors deducted from 
the appropriations for municipal expenses the sum of the esti- 
mated revenue of the City for the current year which is appli- 
cable for payment of City expenses — 


said sum being, $133,817 98 
Balance was raised by taxation, | 686,180 31 
$819,998 29 

TAX LEVY. 
Balance of appropriations, $686,180 31 
County tax, 49,088 50 


State tax, | 73,351 80 
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Overlay, | 7,270 69 
State auditing, 5,498 74 
Total tax levy, $821,390 04 

RATE. 


The rate of taxation as fixed by the Assessors, August 21st, 
1914, was $19.80 on $1,000 of the valuation. 


RATE DIVIDED. 


The rate for raising the appropriation for munici- 


pal expenses, $11,778 00 
For payment of debt and interest, 5,418 00 
For raising that portion of the state tax to be | 
assessed on property of the city, 1,675 00 
For raising that portion of the county tax to be 
assessed on property of the city, 929 00 
$19,800 00 


TAXES EXTENDED. 


Tax on real estate, $630,179 45 
- Tax on personal Estate, 178,233 96 
Poll taxes, 24,048 00 


Total, $832,461 41 


TAXES COMMITTED TO COLLECTOR. 


A list of taxes including non-resident bank taxes, street 
watering taxes and sewer apportionments due in 1914, was 
committed to Matthew J. Capeless, Collector, PUE 8th, 
1914, with our warrant. 
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This list was made up as follows — 


State Auditing, $5,498 74 
State Tax, 73,351 80 
County Tax, 49,088 50 
City Tax, 686,180 31 
Non-resident Bank Tax, 11,081 37 
Overlay, | 7,270 69 
Sewer Apportionment and Interest, 719 44 
Street Watering Tax, 14,320 56 

Total, l $847,511 41 


SUPPLEMENTARY ASSESSMENT. 


An additional assessment of property and polls which was 
omitted at the annual assessment of taxes was made December 
19th, 1914, as follows :— 


211 polls, $422 00. 
Real estate, 74 25 
Personal estate, 490 84 
Total, $987 09 
Re-assessed taxes, $565 09 
VALUATION. 
Real Estate, $31,830,995 00 
Personal Estate, 8,467,345 00 
Total, $40,298,340 00 
Abatements deducted, 248,500 00 
Net Valuation, $40,049,840 00 


EXTRACTS FROM THE TABLE OF AGGREGATES. 


Number of persons assessed for poll tax only, 9159 
Number of persons assessed on property, 6511 
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Number of residents assessed on property, 5990 
Number of non-residents assessed on property, 521 
Number of polls assessed, 12024 
Number of horses assessed, 1684 
Number of cows assessed, 928 
Number of sheep assessed, 24 
Number of neat cattle (other than cows), 179 
Number of fowls, 7011 
Number of swine assessed, 182 
Number of dwellings, 5671 


JAMES T. GOGGINS, 
JOHN J. BASTION, 
JOHN McQUAID, 


Assessors. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


POLICE DEPARTMENT 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE: 


PITTSFIELD, Mass., January 1, 1915. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: 


In compliance with the City Ordinance, I have the honor 
to submit herewith for your consideration the annual report of 
the Police Department for the year ending December 31, 1914. 


ORGANIZATION. 


The regular force consists of a Chief, Captain, Inspector, 
Sergeant, Matron and thirty-three patrolmen, two of whom are 
detailed in the office. 


ROSTER OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT. 


CHIEF OF POLICE, 
Daniel P. Flynn. 


CaPTAIN, 
John Hudner. 


INSPECTOR, ` SERGEANT, +: 
Daniel J. McColgan. _ Stephen W. Monks. 
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MATRON, 
Sarah M. Dean. 


PATROLMEN. 
William H. Marshall, John L. Sullivan, 
William W. Van De Bogart, Robert F. Boyde, 
Henchel A. Stubbs, John B. Reardon, 
Louis O. Bastion, _ Richard B. Rock, 
George E. Chapman, John D. McNaughton 
Michael Fahey, William P.McCormick, 
Peter M. Lamore, Daniel Dunn, 
David J. Mangan, William H. Ford, 
William J. Keegan, Arthur E. Croughwell, 
John H. Hines, Charles A. Barry, 
William P. Lasch, Michael F. Condron, 
William E. Dunn, R. Lawrence Naughton, 
Patrick J. Colbert, Thomas E. Maxwell, 
Dennis O’Leary, Benjamin M. Horton, 
Jedediah N. Shepardson, William J. Toner, 
John O’Connor, Thomas F. Hall. 


John A. Blair, 


RESERVE OFFICERS. 


Herbert A. Volin, Peter O. Ano, 
James F. Grady, John H. Norton, Jr. 
Michael F. Callahan, Thomas J. Jarrett, 
Joseph F. England, Alfredo P. Morano. 


Frank E. Bartel, 


SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE SIGNAL SYSTEM. 
Bartholomew Cummings. 


CHAUFFEURS. 
William B. Kirtland, | john Leahy. 


RETIRED. 


William Tobin, William G. White, 
Dennis Hogan, James F. Dean. 
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STATISTICS OF ARRESTS. 


Number of persons arrested, males, 1,772 

Number of persons arrested, females, 44 

Number charged with second offence, males, 114 

Number charged with third offence, males, 6 
; 1,936 

Single, 1,165 

Married, 771 
1,936 

Resident, 1,202 

Non-Resident, 734 
1,936 

Americans, 1,267 

Foreigners, 669 
1,936 

Offences against person, 116 

Offences against property, 128 

Offences against public order, 1,692 
1,936 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ARRESTED EACH MONTH. 


January, 135 Males, 3 Females, 138 
February, 119 ““ 3 122 
March, 149 “ 4 es 153 
April, 165  “ 2 dl 167 
May, 187 ““ 3 de 190 
June, 177 e 1 ue 178 
July, 181 ““ 1 ds 182 
August, 171 ““ 5 di 176 
September, 128 “ 9 E 137 
October, 17 ““ 7 "f 164 
November, 165 ““ 6 nt 171 
December, 158 ““ 158 


1892 _ 44 Total, 1,936 
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ARRESTS WERE MADE FOR THE 
OFFENCES. 


Adultery, 

Assault, 

Assault and Battery, 

Assault on Officer, 

Assault with Weapon, 
Attempt to Break and Enter, 
Attempt to Commit Adultery, 
Attempt to Commit Larceny, 
Bastardy, 

Begging, 

Breaking and Entering, 
Breaking Glass, 

Buying Junk of Minors, 
Buying Stolen Goods, 
Carrying Revolver, 

Carrying Concealed Weapons, 
Concealing Leased Property, 
Criminal Negligence, 
Contempt of Court, 

Cruelty to Animals, 
Defrauding Insurance Company, 
Disturbing the Peace, 
Distrubing Public Assembly, 
Drunkenness, 

Escaped Prisoner, 

Evading Board Bill, 

Evading Railroad Fare, 
Fugitive from Justice, 
Gaming on Lord’s Day, 
Illegal Keeping of Liquor, 
Illegal Sale of Liquor, 

Insane, 

Indecent Exposure, 
Interfering with Officer, 
Keeping Open Shop on Lord’s Day, 
Larceny, m B 
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Lewd and Lascivious Cohabitation, 
Lewd and Lascivious Conduct, 
Lewdness, 

Liquor Nuisance, 

Malicious Mischief, 

Malicious Injury to Property, 
Manslaughter, 

Murder, First Degree, 

Murder, Second Degree, 

Neglected Child, 

Not Sending Child to School, 
Non-Support, : 
Obstructing Railroad Track, 
Operating Auto without License, 
Operating Auto While Under Influence of Liquor, 
Operating Motor Cycle Without License, 
Peddling Without License, 
Permitting Minors to Pool Room, 
Rape, 

Receiving Stolen Goods, 

Riding Freight Cars, 

Selling Diseased Horse, 

Setting Fire in the Open, 
Shortweight, 

Street Walker, 

Stubbornness, 

Surrendered by Probation Officer, 
Threatening, 

Unnatural Act, 

Vagrancy, 

Violation of Auto Law, | 
Violation of City Ordinances, 
Violation of License Law, 
Violation of Pure Food Law, 
Violation of Slaughtering Law, 
Violation of Wage Law, 

Violation of Weight and Measure Law, 
Watering Milk, 
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DISPOSITION OF CASES. 


Committed to House of Correction. 

Committed for Non-Payment of Fine, 

Committed to Lancaster Industrial School for 
Girls, 

Committed to Lyman School, 

Committed to Massachusetts Reformatory, 

Committed to Shirley Industrial School for Boys, 

Committed to State Farm, Bridgewater, 

Committed to State Hospital, Northampton, 

Committed to State Hospital, Foxboro, 

Committed to Women’s Prison, Sherborn, 

Continued, 

Defaulted, 

Delivered Up to be Removed, 

Discharged, 

Dismissed, 

Filed, 

Fined, 

Fined and Sentence Suspended, 

Grand Jury, 

Let Stand, 

Nol prossed, 

Pending, 

Probation, 

Released on Statement, 

Returned to Lyman School, 

Returned to State Farm, 

Sentenced to House of Correction, Sentence 
Suspended, 

Sentenced to Massachusetts Reformatory, Sen- 
tence Suspended, 

Sentenced to Lyman School, Sentence Sus- 
pended, 


Sentenced to State Fram, Sentence Suspended, 
Surety Furnished to Keep the Peace. 


to 
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1,936 
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RECEIPTS. 
Court fees, $830 76 


Emergent Fund, 100 00 


PAID CITY TREASURER. 


By Thomas F. Conlin, Clerk, $740 76 
. By John Nicholson, Sheriff, 90 00 
By Emergent Fund, returned, 100 00 


$930 76 


$930 76 


POLICE DEPARTMENT GENERAL EXPENSES. 


Appropriation, | $2,200 00 
Auto List Publishing Co. $23 00 
Balzer, John W., | 5 35 
Bay State Steam Laundry, 36 63 
Berkshire Mill Supply Co., | 3 00 
Bonding Co.—Chief of Po- 

lice, 6 00 
Bridges, Samuel 1 50 
Canaan Press, 4 75 
Clark, Frank S. | 39 53 
Colonial Restaurant, AE : 263 80 
Commercial Service Co., | 4 25 
Cooney, T. Jr. l 106 05 
Cullen & Co., 94 25 
City of Pittsfield, 12 50 
Davis, Francis H. Jr. 80 00 
Dudley, Joseph H. 70 85 
Eagle Printing & Binding Co., 23 85 
England Bros., | | | 11 00 
Eureka Electric Co., 80 18 
Farrell, Daniel F. & Co., 47 17 
Flynn, Daniel P. - 119 63 
Gamwell Fire Alarm Co., 12 50 
Gorman, Edward F., 4 50 


Kelly, Wm. P., M. D., 1 50 
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Ferry, C. S. & Son, 

Kirtland, Wm. B., 

Leahey, John, 

Mandigo, Geo. T., 
Massachusetts Highway Com., 
Melville Ice Co., 

Mercer, Wm., M. D., 
McCormick, Wm. P., 

New England Tel. & Tel. Co., 
Onota Chemical Co., 
Peirson Hardware Co., 
Pfeiffer & Cheyne, 

Pittsfield Coal Gas Co., 
Pittsfield Electirc Co., heat, 
Pittsfield Electric Co., light, 
Pittsfield Electric Co., sundries, 
Pittsfield Journal Co., 
Retallick, Fred D. & Co., 
Rice & Kelly, 

Robbins & Gamwell Co., 
omith & Dodge, 

Shandoff, Wm. H., 

Spall, E. A., 

oun Printing Co., 

The Edwards Jewelry Store, 
Underwood Typewriter Co., 
Union Drug Co., 


Western Union Telegraph Co., 


Stone, Wm., 


$2,200 00 $2,166 32 


PATROL STABLE. 


Appropriation, 
Alling Rubber Co., 
Behan, Thomas, 


ccc 
O O QU 


= — 
t4» Ot e C O d > t 
Poon cre 
RO OO O CS 


85 


= € — 
PhP C Çu sat GÇ 
C» X G C: Lh Qu 
Onn Ç Ww O 
QW O O ot coc 


14 51 
80 00 
145 10 
34 30 


29 67 


23 00 
6 00 
32 50 
8 05 
1 00 
1 00 
15 05 
8 65 
19 31 


$101 10 


14 39 


$33 68 


Berkshire Lumber Co., ` 1 12 
Berkshire Mill Supply Co., 2 00 
City of Pittsfield, 81 
Clark, Frank S., 1. 62 
Collins, Dr. B. M., 4 00 
Foote, James M., 92 25 
Griffin, Wm. P., 153 92 
Keenan & Carey, 12 60 
Olmsted & Tuttle Co., 12 35 
Peirson Hardware Co., 172 20 
Pittsheld Carriage Co., 7 95 
Pittsheld Cornice Co., 19 20 
Pittsfield Electric Co., heat, 63 52 
Pittsfield Electric Co., light, 33 98 
Pittsfield Grain Co., 17 50 
Shepardson, J. N., 6 35 
omith & Dodge, | 6 50 
Standard Oil Co., 127 36 
The Sisson Co., 76 35 


$500 00 $987 07 - 


Added by Transfer, 469 68 
Overdraft, 17 39 
$987 07 


PATROL DRIVERS' WAGES. 


Appropriation, $1,512 00 
William B. Kirtland, $728 00 
John Leahey, 728 00 


James Carey, 56 00 


$1,512 00 $1,512 00 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT. 


WAGES OF MEMBERS. 


Appropriation, 
Marshall, William H., 


Van de Bogart, William H., 


Stubbs, Henchel A.., 
Bastion, Louis O., 
Chapman, Geo. E., 
Fahey, Michael, 
Lamore, Peter H., 
Mangan, David J., 
Keegan, Wm. J., 
Hines, John H., 
Lasch, Wm. P., 
Dunn, Wm. E., 
Colbert, Patrick J., 
O'Leary, Dennis, 


Shepardson, Jedediah N., 


O'Connor, John, 

Blair, John A., 

Sullivan, John L., 
Fallon, John L., 

Boyd, Robert F., 
Reardon, John D., 
Rock, Richard B., 
McNaughton, John D., 
McCormick, William B., 
Dunn, Daniel, 

Ford, William H., 
Croughwell, Arthur E., 
Barry, Charles A., 
Condron, Michael F., 
Naughton, R. Lawrence, 
Davis, Francis H. Jr., 
Maxwell, Thomas E., 
Norton, Benjamin M., 
Toner, William J., 


$35,000 00 | 
$928 50 


1,093 50 
1,062 00 
1,083 00 
1,018 50 
975 00 
1,083 00 
1,102 50 
1,098 00 
1,084 50 
1,086 00 
1,104 00 
1,066 50 
931 50 
1,093 50 
1,092 00 
1,104 00 
1,101 00 
846 00 
1,097 75 
1,070 50 
1,056 25 
1,000 64 
990 77 
986 76 
989 51 
990 39 
926 88 
959 88 
913 50 
565 00 
028 75 
548 75 
177 50 


Hall, Thomas E., 
Volin, Herbert A., 
England, Joseph F., 
Bartel, Frank E., 
Ano, Peter O., 
Callahan, Michael, 
Grady, James F., 
Dean, Sarah M.., 


52 


23 75 
250 00 
183 75 

13 75 

37 50 

6 25 
2 50 
69 00 


$35,000 00 $33,441 33 


CHIEF OF POLICE SALARY. 


Appropriation, 
Daniel P. Flynn, 


$1,500 00 


CAPTAIN OF POLICE SALARY. 


Appropriation, 
John Hudner, 


INSPECTOR OF POLICE SALARY. 


Appropriation, 
Daniel J. McColgan, 


SERGEANT OF POLICE SALARY. 


Appropriation, 
Stephen W. Monks, 


$1,200 00 


$1,152 00 


$1,152 00 


$1,558 67 


$1,500 00 


$1,200 00 


$1,152 00 


$1,152 00 
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MISCELLANEOUS DUTIES. 


Bad places in highway reported, 
Broken water pipes reported, 
Complaints investigated, 

Calls responded to, 

Dead bodies recovered from water, 
Dogs shot, 

Electric wires reported down, 

Fire alarms turned in, 

Fires extinguished without alarm, 

Horses killed, 

Imjured and sick cared for, 

Lights reported out in business places, 
Lost children returned to parents, 
Lanterns hung out, 

Notices served, 

Notices served—liquor, 

Neglected teams cared for, 

Officers furnished—weddings, etc., 
Places of business found open, 

Runaway teams stopped and cared for, 
Street lights reported out, š 
Summons served, 

Value of goods found outside business places, 
Value of lost property and money recovered, 
Value of property cared for, 


Value of stolen property and money recovered, 


PATROL SERVICE REPORT. 


Accident Arrest Trans. 


Calls Calls 
January, à 56 
February, 2 41 


March, 5 65 


-1 09 


Q2 
m GU 
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bo 
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492 
$127 20 

181 79 
6,589 84 
6,218 77 


Total 
116 
95 
121 


or 
NN 


April, 7 68 64 139 
May, 8 75 76 159 
June, 7 82 76 165 
July, 9 74 87 170 
August, 11 96 133 240 
September, 3 64 102 169 
October, 5 78 122 205 
November, 5 65 110 180 
December, 8 82 105 195 

Totals, 73 846 1035 1954 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


I would call the attention of the City Council to the great 
value that a life saving device would be to the department and 
recommend that one be secured. 

At least four more police signal boxes are needed and I 
trust that the City Government will early abide by the recom- 
mendation for same. In my report last year I called attention 
to the fact that these boxes were needed and since they have 
not yet been provided, I again make mention of them. 

In conclusion I beg to express my appreciation of the many 
courtesies extended by His Honor, the Mayor, the members of 
the City Council, the Judge, Clerk of the Court, Probation 
Officer, the City Physician, the Matron, and the members of 
the department during the year and to thank them for the con- 
siderate attention given to matters pertaining to this depart- 
ment and for the assistance which they have rendered. 


Respectfully submitted, 
DANIEL P. FLYNN, 
Chief of Police. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING 


PitTsFIELD, Mass., January 26, 1915. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: 


I herewith submit my report as Inspector of Plumbing for 
the year ending December 31, 1914. ' 


Number of permits 468, for the following fixtures: 


W. closets, 671 
Sinks, 519 
Trays, 346 
W. basins, 562 
Baths, — 410 
S. sinks, 13 
Urinals, 38 
Floor drains, 4 


Number of fixtures in old work: 


W. closets, 182 


Sinks, 105 
Trays, 55 
W. basins, 106 
Baths, 88 
Urinals, | 4 


Floor drains, 


56 


Number of fixtures connected to cesspools: 


W. closets, | 83 
Sinks, 13 
Trays, 40 
W. basins, ' 53 
Baths, 57 
Permits for new sewer, 167 
Number of inspections, 641 
Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM J. CAHILL, 
Inspector of Plumbing. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


MUNICIPAL PLANNING BOARD 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the City Council of the City of 
Pittsfield: 


GENTLEMEN: 


We beg to submit the following report for the term ending 
December 31st, 1914: 

Acting under Chapter 494 of the Acts of 1913 your Honorable 
Body by Order authorized the appointment of a Municipal 
Planning Board for this city, without particularly defining its 
duties. There being not a little uncertainty as to the scope of 
the work intended for it, further action on the part of your 
Body was awaited, and in March 1914 an Ordinance was passed 
establishing the Board anew and defining its powers and duties. 

Examination of this ordinance reveals that in addition to 
the investigating of housing conditions, its work is to be largely 
that of investigation and of preparing the way for a city plan, 
and co-operating with your Board from time to time in co- 
ordinating the City’s undertakings. 

We asked the Council in 1914 for a reasonable sum to war- 
rant such a study of the City’s advantages and its needs and 
the preparation of such a tentative plan, but we were allotted 
only a small portion of what would be necessary for the first 
year of such an undertaking. The sum allotted could not be 
used with advantage to the City, and our Board did not use it; 
and we have contracted no expense except what our individual 
members themselves have paid. The lack of a suitable appro- 
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priation has interfered with progress in the main field of our 
work, and we trust that this year’s action on your part will 
warrant a beginning. 

Only one especial matter has been referred to us during the 
year,—that of the advisability of the City buying at a certain 
price alot of land in the Newell Street section for school purposes. 
We promptly investigated the property, the values, and the 
adaptability of the place and reported our findings. Numerous 
other matters suited for investigation by our Board were not 
referred to us, such as the advisability of a change from our 
present system of the municipal yards, and more particularly 
the investigation of the question whether the so-called Tene- 
ment House Act was adapted in any measure to the needs of 
our city. The subject matter of this act was peculiarly within 
the line of the work cut out for Planning Boards by act of the 
legislature. An order referring the Tenement House Act to us 
was still pending in the City Council at the end of the year and 
under the circumstances no action on our part was deemed 
proper. | 

Independently however we are having data collected regard- 
ing existing housing conditions in this city and hope to place 
before your Body at a later date a report upon the same for 
your action, in order, that,—before housing conditions again 
become acute, we may prepare the way for substantial and 
healthy development. 


Respectfully submitted, 
- Municipal Planning Board, 


[Signed] 

EDWARD T. SCULLY, JAY P. BARNES, 
Chairman, 

JOSEPH McA. VANCE, LUKE J. MACKEN, 

JAMES FALLON, M. M. THRANE, 


E. J. MERCURE, GEORGE E. HAYNES. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


CITY TREASURER. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen:—I herewith submit the twenty-fourth annual report 
of the City Treasurer, for the fiscal year ending January 4th, 1915:— 


Cash on hand January 5th, 1914, | $62,523 11 
Receipts during the year, 2,109,041 61 
$2,171,564 72 

Payments during the year, 2,009,512 82 
Balance on hand, $162,051 90 


STATEMENT OF BALANCE ON HAND. 


Agricultural National Bank, $39,871 39 
Pittsfield National Bank, 32,707 61 
Third National Bank, 45,155 25 
Berkshire Loan & Trust Co., 44,167 65 
Cash, | | 150 00 

$162,051 90 


DEBT STATEMENT, JANUARY 4TH, 1915. 


Total Debt of all kinds incurred and outstanding, $2,850,900 00 
Debts authorized but not yet incurred, | 68,000 00 


$2,918,900 00 
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$1,571,000 00 


Water Debt, 
Sewer Debt, 473,000 00 
School Debt, 552,000 00 
Paving Debt, 35,000 00 
Permanent Improvement Debt, ' 36,000 00 
Wahconah Street Improvement Debt, 49,000 00 
Columbus Avenue Debt, 8,700 00 
Cheshire and Richmond Debt, 18,000 00 
Voting Machine Debt, 6,000 00 
Public Park Debt, 24,500 00 
City Debt, 1914 (Notes), 77,700 00 
$2,850,900 00 
Authorized but not ineurred (Dawes School Addition), 68,000 00 
$2,918,900 00 
Debts outside limit:— 
Water Debt, $1,571,000 00 
Sewer Debt, 473,000 00 
Paving Debt, 35,000 00 
School Debt, 91,000 00 
2,170,000 00 
$748,900 00 
NET DEBT, JANUARY 4TH, 1915. 
Valuation for year 1912, $33,862,304 00 
Valuation for year 1913, 37,915,165 00 
Valuation for year 1914, 40,049,840 00 
Gross net Valuation, 3 years, $111,827,309 00 
Average Valuation, $37,275,769 66 
21% per cent of above, $931,894 24 Debt Limit. 
Less net Debt, 748,900 00 
Present Borrowing Capacity, $182,994 24 


LIABILITIES OF THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD. 


January 1, 1915. 
WATER DEBT. 


4 per cent coupon bonds, due May 1, 1915, 


$50,000 00 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 


4 
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per cent coupon and registered bonds, $5,000, May 1, 
each year, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $10,000, Nov. 
1, each year, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $5,000, Nov. 1, 
each year, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $5,000, Nov. 
1, each year, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $20,000, March 
1, each year, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $10,000, March 
1, each year, 


per cent coupon and registered bonds, $5,000, Nov. 
1, 1916, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $10,000, Nov. 
1, 1916, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $5,000, Nov. 
1, 1917, 

Total Water Debt, 
SEWER DEBT. 
per cent coupon and registered bonds, $10,000, June 


1, each year, 

l% per cent coupon and registered bonds, $10,000, June 
1, each year, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $5,000, March 
1, each year, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $10,000, Nov. 
1, 1916, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $8,000, Nov. 
1, 1919, 

per cent coupon and registered bonds, $5,000, Feb. 
1,1924, 


Total Sewer Debt, 


SCHOOL DEBT. 


per cent registered bonds, $10,00, May 15, each year, 


31% per cent registered bonds, $6,000, Aug. 15, each year, 
41% per cent coupon and registered bonds, $13,000, June 


4 


1, each year, 
per cent coupon and registered bonds, $7,000, Dec. 
1, each year, 


90,000 00 
190,000 00 
90,000 00 
8,000 00 
477,000 00 
280,000 00 
99,000 00 
192,000 00 


95,000 00 


$1,571,000 00 


$40,000 00 
120,000 00 
40,000 00 ` 
140,000 00 
48,000 00 


85,000 00 


$473, ;00 00 


$30,000 00 
36,000 00 


207,000 00 


91,000 00 
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4 per cent coupon and registered bonds, $10,000, Dec. 


1, each year, 92,000 00 

4 per cent coupon and registered bonds, $5,000, Dec. 
1, each year, 91,000 00 
5 per cent Note, due 1915, 5,000 00 
Total School Debt, $552,000 00 


PAVING DEBT. 
31% per cent registered bonds, $5,000, Nov. 1, each year, $35,000 00 
PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT DEBT. 
4 per cent coupon and registered bonds, $7,000, Dec. 


1, each year, $36,000 00 


WAHCONAH STREET WIDENING AND PAVING BONDS. 


414 per cent coupon, $7,000, Nov. 1, each year, | $49,000 00 


PITTSFIELD PUBLIC PARK LOAN. 


6 per cent Note, due Sept. 1, 1915, i $2,500 00 
5 per cent Note, due Oct. 1, 1915, 3,000 00 
5 per cent Note, due Oct. 1, 1916, 4,000 00 
5 per cent Note, due Oct. 1, 1917, 5,000 00 
5 per cent Note, due Oct. 1, 1918, 5,000 00 
5 per cent Note, due Oct. 1, 1919, 5,000 00 

Total Public Park Loan, $24,500 00 


COLUMBUS AVENUE PAVING DEBT. 


5 per cent Note, due August 1, 1915, $8,700 00 


CHESHIRE AND RICHMOND ROADS DEBT. 


5 per cent Note, due August 1, 1915, $10,000 00 
5 per cent Note, due August 1, 1916, 8,000 00 


Total Cheshire and Richmond Roads Debt, $18,000 00 
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VOTING MACHINE DEBT. 


4 per cent Note, due October 15, 1915, $2,000 00 
4 per cent Note, due October 15, 1916, 2,000 00 
4 per cerit Note, due October 15, 1917, 2,000 00 
Total Voting Machine Debt, $6,000 00 
CITY DEBT. 
41% per cent Note, Fire Station, West Pittsfield, due July 
1, 1915, $2,000 00 
41% per cent Note, Merriam Street Bridge, due Aug 1, 
1915, 26,000 00 
6 per cent Note, Elm Street Drain, due Oct. 1, 1915, 4,000 00 
6 per cent Note, Sewage Disposal, due Oct. 1, 1915, 5,000 00 
6 per cent Note, Sidewalks, due Oct. 1, 1915, 5,000 00 
6 per cent Note, Fenn Street Paving, due Oct. 1, 1915, 5,000 00 
5 per cent Note, Fourth Street Improvements, due Nov. 

‘17, 1915, 4,000 00 
5 per cent West Street Paving, due Nov. 17, 1915, 8,500 00 
5 per cent Note, New West Street Sidewalk, due Nov. 

17, 1915, 5,500 00 
5 per cent Note, New West Street Paving, due Nov. 17, 

: 1915, 6,500 00 
41% per cent Note, Sewage Disposal, due Jan, 8, 1916, 1,200 00 
41% per cent Note, Emergent Water Supply, due Jan. 8, 

1916, 5,000 00 
Total City Debt, 1914, $77,700 00 


TEMPORARY LOANS IN ANTICIPATION OF REVENUE. 


3.42 percent Notes, Feb. 3, 1914, paid Oct. 8, 1914, $100,000 00 


3.24 per cent Notes, Mar. 16, 1914, paid Nov. 6, 1914, 100,000 00 
3.95 per cent Notes, July 1, 1914, paid Dec. 8, 1914, 100,000 00 
3.69 per cent Notes ,Dec. 9, 1914, due April 9, 1914, 100,000 00 
Total Revenue Notes for 1914, $400,000 00 
Paid, 300,000 00 


Outstanding $100,000 00 
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Total City Debt, January 3, 1914, $2,607,700 00 
Total City Debt, January 4, 1915, 2,918,900 00 
Increase during the year 1914, $311,200 00 


Respectfully submitted, 
FRED M. PLATT, 


City Treasurer. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


PARK COMMISSION 


February 1, 1915 
To the Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council: 


GENTLEMEN: 

We have the honor of presenting the second annual report 
of the Board of Park Commissioners. The personnel of the 
board was the same as in 1913, Daniel F. Farrell having been 
re-appointed May 4, by Mayor P. J. Moore for a term of five 
years and the Board of Aldermen having confirmed the appoint- 
ment on the same date. Fred T. Francis was re-elected chair- 
man and John M. Flynn was re-appointed clerk. James Mc- 
Govern was engaged as superintendent of park. 

One of the leading improvements of the year was the curb- 
ing of Coltsville park and the expense to the city in connection 
with this fine piece of work was only $80.26 which was for 
engineering and supervision. A new superintendent’s office was 
' erected on the Common at an expense of about $350. In co- 
operation with the Boston & Albany Railroad Company a new 
wire fence was constructed on the north side of the Common, 
the city bearing one half of the expense. 

The sum of $125 was expended for fixing up the trees on the 
Common and $104.25 was paid out for tree work at Springside 
Park in the fall. Considerable more money was expended at 
this latter park in cleaning out underbrush and repairing the 
dam. More shrubbery was put in at several of the parks and 
mesh wire was used with marked success to keep pedestrians 
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off the grass at Park Square and the Columbus Avenue park. 

The following is a list of the parks of the city:—The Com- 
mon; Springside park, 104 acres; Columbus Avenue park; 
Park Square; Elm Street park; Coltsville park; Pontoosuc 
Lake park, 10144 acres; Burbank park; House of Mercy park 
and South Street park. 

During the year the city was given a deed to the Honosada 
park property on the south shore of Pontoosuc Lake, the prop- 
erty having been taken by the Park Commission in 1913 and a 
settlement outside of the court having been reached. This is 
a beautiful piece of land and when fitted up should become a 
great summer resort for the citizens and a credit to the city. 
We expect to spend some money this summer in permanent im- 
provements of this park. 


The Park Commission handled the $400 appropriation for 
band concerts, having Sunday afternoon concerts principally 
at the Common and Springside park. 

The Common has been flooded during the winter indes the 
supervision of the Park Commission, the city government hav- 
ing passed an order to have the Board of Public Works furnish 
water for the rink. The patronage of the rink has been larger 
than ever before and consequently the Commission plans to 
have one large rink instead of two on the Common next winter. 

At the recommendation of the Park Commission the city 
purchased the Benedict tract at Springside park for $2,500. 


PLAYGROUNDS. 


The appropriations of $3,300 for playgrounds were expended : 
under the supervision of the Park Commission and in conjunc- 
tion with the Park and Playground Association. The sum of 
$3,300 was not, however, sufficient to defray the expenses of 
the playground work but $2,000 more was secured from sub- 
scriptions, sales of pageant programs and Playground Day. 

The work on the Playgrounds during the summer months 
was very successful in every line of its varied activities. The 
growth and progress in all branches have been marked. The 
increase of nearly 30 percent in the aggregate attendance, the - 
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increase of nearly 50 percent in the number of girls in the 
handicraft clubs and the increased interest on the part of the 
boys in athletics all go to show that the children and parents of 
our city are rapidly learning to appreciate the unusual oppor- 
tunities for self-improvement and health recreations that are 
being offered on our playgrounds. Great interest was shown in 
the swimming during the season. The using of Pontoosuc Lake 
is decidedly a step in the right direction. The swimming pool 
at Springside will need considerable repairing and careful 
cleaning. Some of the banks have crumbled and broken and a 
great deal of earth has been washed down from the hillside into 
the pool, making it very muddy at the bottom. 

Another dressing room for the older girls is needed at Spring- 
side park and also another drinking fountain there. The tennis 
courts should be graded early in the spring and made ready 
for use at the opening of the season. 

Various improvements have been made at the William 
Pitt, Springside, Russell and Pontoosuc Playgrounds during 
the year. : 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


We desire to make the following recommendations :— 

That a landscape gardener be engaged to lay out Springside 
park and other parks of the city and outline the needed improve- 
ments. 
— We strongly urge that the spur trolley track on East Street 
north of City Hall park, be removed. It is an impossibility 
to preserve the beauty of the park unless the tracks at this 
point are removed. 

More trees are needed on the Columbus Avenue plot, Red- 
field plot and Common and ought to be put in this spring. 

The park near the House of Mercy should be curbed and 
other small parks be curbed, since it adds to the beauty and also 
preserves them. 

The triangular park at the junction of Peck's Road and 
Wahconah Street, the Curtin property, should be purchased 
by the city and curbed. 


68 


The William Pitt playgrounds should be taken over by the 
city. 

The city should purchase lots 51, 52, 53, 69, 70 and 71 
Abbott Street and 33, 34 and 35 on Springside Avenue as 
shown by plans of G. A. Murdock June, 1893. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Parks and Common 


Appropriation, $4500 00 
Expended for Labor, 
Superintendent, $777 00 
Clerk, 99 96 
Common, 507 86 
Springside, 498 00 
Other Parks, 876 14 
Snow Removal, . 030 55 
sa $3294 51 
Other Bills Approved 
For Common, $697 66 
Springside, 235 06 
Park Square, 72 28 
Coltsville Park, 60 90 
Pontoosuc, 32 25 
Miscellaneous, 97 84 
——— $1196 99 — 
Total Expenditures, $4491 50 
Balance, $8 50 
Band Concerts 
Appropriation, $400 00 — 
Expended, | $400 00 
Playgrounds 
City Appropriation, $3300 00 
Expenses 
Instructors, $1803 00 
Superintendence, 249 93 


Caretakers and other labor, 201 52 
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Apparatus and repairs, 104 56 
Sporting Goods, 280 63 
Sand, 16 00 
Educational supplies, 225 63 
Medals (4th July & Play), 131 00 
Exhibition Day Expenses, 67 02 
Grading grounds, 57 50 
Miscellaneous, 163 21 
$3300 00 
FRED T. FRANCIS, 
D. J. HAYLON, 


DANIEL F. FARRELL, 
GEORGE W. MERRIAM, 
GEO. H. WHITE. 


BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. 
ORGANIZATION FOR 1914. 


Jay P. Barnes, Chairman. 
PATRICK J. FLYNN. 


MAURICE J. MADDEN. 


Louis B. CUMMINGS, Clerk 
ARTHUR B. FARNHAM, Engineer 
Jonn J. O'CONNELL, Water Inspector 
MICHAEL L. FoLEY, Water Inspector 
WILLIAM J. MAHON, | Superintendent of Streets 
FreD J. WISE, Superintendent of Water Works 


THoMAS MARTIN, Foreman of Sewers 


PITTSFIELD, 


Berkshire County, Massachusetts. 


Population, census 1910, por 

Valuation, $40,298,340. 

Rate of taxation, $19.80 per thousand. 

Area, 41.4 square miles. 

Elevation, 1037 feet above sea level at Athenaeum steps. 
Miles of streets, 157. 

Macadamized streets, about 214 miles. 

otate road macadamized, 11 miles. 

Unaccepted streets, 10 miles. 

Gravel streets and roads, 75 miles. 

Dirt roads, 60 miles. 

Number of bridges, 58; four maintained by railroad companies. 
Concrete sidewalks, 42.38 miles. 

Gravel sidewalks, 24.68 miles. 


Flag sidewalks, 1530 feet. 
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Curbing, 14.62 miles. 

Number of crosswalks, 598. 

House sewer system, 55.75 miles. 

Combined house and surface water sewers, 14 mile. 
Cost of new sewer system, $860,622.65. 

Manholes on new sewer system, 1138. 


Outlets to new sewer system, two to Housatonic River (emer- 
gency). 


Surface water sewers, 13.79 miles. 

` Catch-basins, 668. 

Hydrants, 546. 

Water mains, 112.48 miles. 

Connections to new sewer system, 4288. 
Estimated value of water works, $2,200,000. 


Streets paved, asphalt, bitulithic and brick, 3.42 miles. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. 


OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS, 
Pittsfield, Mass., January 1915. 


To Has Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


In conformity with the City Ordinances we herewith present 
a report of the department for the year 1914. 

The year just past has brought to completion some large 
undertakings, among which may be cited the Wahconah Street 
Improvements, Merriam Street Bridge, Pontoosuc water ex- 
tension, extension of water mains to West Pittsfield Gardens, 
Fenn Street Paving, and numerous other pieces of work of in- 
teresting, if not quite so large a magnitude. 

The general business depression which had its effects upon 
the banks was felt most keenly in building operations, and our 
work in connections to new houses has fallen off practically 
one third during the year. | 

We have endeavored to set forth, in as full detail as the limit- 
ed space will allow, the various pieces of work accomplished 
during the year. 


WATER WORKS. 


The City has been particularly fortunate, considering the 
plight in which most towns and cities in the locality have found 
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themselves, to have had plenty of water for all purposes. "The 
last four months of the year have been very dry and pumping 
was resorted to in November. The supply of water in Farnham 
Reservoir was almost entirely withdrawn, and in order to con- 
serve the supply in Ashley Reservoir which fills slowly, pumping 
was the only alternative. 


At the present time the water at Ashley Lake 1s about eight 
feet below the spillway, while at Farnham Dam the water 1s 
still forty-three feet below the flashboards on the dam. 


At the present time we have discontinued operating the 
pumps, and it is hoped that occasional rains and thaws will 
carry us through to the spring season when we may confidently 
expect all reservoirs will be again filled. 


Our consumption of water is all out of proportion with a city 
of our population, being about 150 gallons per capita on an as- 
sumed 39,000 people. The installation of meters is the only 
sure solution of this problem, and we can do no more than 
again earnestly renew our recommendation of last year, to at 
least make a start along this line. 


If meters were installed the water rates would naturally 
be charged to the owners of premises, but pending that time, 
we again call your attention to the pernicious ordinance which 
now allows the rate to be paid by the tenant if he will pay. 
The present system is costing the City about $3,000 per year 
in water rates lost, even with the most painstaking efforts to 
collect them, and it would seem the part of wisdom and economy 
on the part of the City Council to change the ordinance in this 
regard. 

The various supplies are well guarded from pollution and we 
have gone a step further in this regard by the acquisition during 
the present year of the John W. Keith place in Washington, 
on the Mill Brook watershed, paying $5,000 for the same. 


We feel we would be lax in our duty if we did not call your 
attention to the matter of reforestation on' out watersheds. 
An appropriation of a small amount expended intelligently 
each year would be a great investment for the future of the 
water system. | | 
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With the extension of water mains to the Lanesboro line 
and to West Pittsfield Gardens during the year it would seem 
the city would be through with long extensions for some time to 
come. Practically every street leading out of the city carries 
water mains to the limits of the city. 


WATER PIPE EXTENSIONS. 


Street. Size in Inches. Length in Feet. 
Albermarle Road, 6 272 
Belvidere Avenue, 6 22S 
Boylston Street, 6 144 
Brown Street, 6 60 
Caroline Street, 6 163 
Clarkson Avenue, 6 $800 
Craigie Avenue, 2 355 
Daniels Street, 6 141 
Deming Street, 6 621 
Dover Street, 4 110 
Egremont Avenue, 6 | 300 
Elizábeth Street, 6 176 
Euclid Avenue, 6 820 


Evans Avenue, 6 


Franco Terrace, 
Franklin Street, 
Frederick Street, 
Garden Street, 
Greendale aqa, 
Hall Avenue, 


Hampshire Street, 
Harding Street, 
Hillcrest Avenue, 
Jones a 
Jones Avenue, extended, 
Lake Avenue, 
Lathers Place, 
Lebanon Avenue, 
Lyric Street, 
Marion Avenue, 
Mohegan Street, 
Monroe Street, 


Nathan Place, 


78 


375 
121 
334 
285 
312 
420 


60 
1104 
722 
1850 
400 
997 
81 
440 
242 
1420 
408 
476 


169 
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Noblehurst Avenue, 6 1128 
North Street to Lanesboro Line, § 4417 
Parker Avenue, 6 ` 168 
Pomeroy Avenue, 10 1175 
Riverview Avenue, 6 161 
Sadler Avenue, 6 276 
Santa Marie Place, 6 273 
Santa Marie Place, 2 310 
Scammell Avenue, 6 042 
South Avenue, 6 92 
Springside Avenue, 8 629 
Thomson Place, 6 96 
West Street, 10 83173 
West Housatonic Street, 6 | 1232 
William Street, 6 815 
Wilson Street, | 0 916 


Total 6.85 miles 


The small pipe which was laid to the Almshouse on West 
Street at the time of water shortage last year, was replaced this 
year with a ten inch line. 
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An eight inch line was extended from the dam at Pontoosuc 
Lake to the Lanesboro line. This will care for a large section 
of the city which has been developing rapidly of. late, from 
Broadway northerly. 

The main water pipes were also extended from the Brick 
Store, so-called on Lebanon Avenue, to and through the West 
Pittsfield Gardens. There are a number of houses on this 
tract, and the residents suffered particularly during the season 
of drought in the late summer, their only source of supply, a 
spring, being condemned as unfit for use by the Board of Health. 


In all cases where water has been extended, except such as 
were exempted by vote of the City Council, a bond to insure 
six per cent on the cost of the extension was secured from the 


petitioners. 


FINANCES. 


A statement of the finances of the water works for the year 
1914, follows. Information more fully in detail may be had by 
consulting the reports of the Auditor, Tax Collector and Treas- 
urer. The report is gratifying when we consider that the year 
has been one of business depression. The increase in rates 
would have been large had the year been anything like normal, 
but the water canvass of November Ist, showed about five 
hundred vacant tenements. 

Reference is made to our last report concerning the payment 
to the department for hydrant rental and we are still of the 
opinion that credit at least be given the department, so state- 
ments issued showing the financial condition of the works, 
would carry a credit of $30 per hydrant. 


RECEIPTS. 


For water rates meter and schedule, $124,319 69 


Sl 


EXPENDITURES. 
For maintenance of works, $16,985 22 
For interest, 64,375 67 
Payment on debt, 39,000 00 
$120,360 89 
Balance over all, $3,958 80 


WATER ANALYSIS. 


On the following page is shown analyses of the City water 
from allits various sources. An analysis is made of the water 
by the State Department of Health at least once in each threc 
months. 
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WATER WORKS STATISTICS. 
Population by census 1910, 32,121. 
Water Works built by Pittsfield Fire District, 1855. 


sources of supply, Ashley Lake, Ashley Brook, Sackett Brook, . 
Hathaway Brook, Mill Brook, and an emergency station 
at Onota Lake. 


Maximum capacity of reservoirs, 891,000,000 gallons. 
Distribution by gravity. 

Cost of maintaining works, $16,985.22. 

Extension of water mains, $72,367.64. 

Interest on Debt, $64,375.67. 

Payment on Debt, $39,000.00. 

Estimated population supplied with water, 36,500. 
Length of all mains, 112.48 miles. 

Sizes from 3 to 24 inch. 

Kind of pipe, cast iron. 

Number of hydrants, 546. 

Service pipes, cast iron, wrought iron galvanized and lead. 
Number of water meters, 535. 


Number of elevators, 20. 


SS 
Costs AND RECEIPTS. 


The following table shows the receipts from water rates, 
metered and schedule, and the expenditures for construction, 
interest and other expenses, as accurately as they can be gather- 
ed from the reports of the Fire District and the City, up to and 
including the year 1914. The item for construction includes 
the amount expended for construction account, including ex- 
tension of water mains, and the amount headed ‘‘ Construction 
and other expenses” includes the amount expended each year 
for the maintenance of the works. 


Year 
Ending 


Jan. 1, 1857 
1 


Apr. 


Jan. 


Jan. 
Jan. 
` Jan. 
Jan. 


858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 

1, 1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875: 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879| 
1880: 
1881' 
1882 
1883 

' 1884 
1885 
1886 
1887, 
1888 
1889 
1890 

1, 1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895; 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905. 
1906! 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910) 
1911 

1, 1912, 

1, 1913) 

1, 1914 


1, 1915 


Paid for | 
Construction | 
| 


Construction 


and other 
Expenses 


o2 


4 
9.32 


16,944.29 
11,087.92 
5,000.00 
9,246.27 
45,402.74 
6,920.03 
8,974.87 
8,998.41 
27,747.98 
36,525.72 


136,155.44 


61,565.52 


100,964.76 
420,521.26 
341,123.81 


56,692.90 
72,367.64 


. 10,420.34 


$ 71,167.04 


30,646.93 
30,258.69 


20,362.42 
25,272.32 


27,512.11 
4,790.76 
2,677.48 
1,948.43 


8,066.79 
43,595.07 

8,841.83 

8,686.74 
20,297.79 
11,600.81 
40,004.76 
64,564.46 
28,902.11 
17,996.50; 
23,069.75; 
13,812.05 
30,042.57 

6,479.14 

6,891.82; 
12,041.33 
18,359.89) 
18,291.91, 
36,125.68 
46,135.41 


145,950.32: 
133,678.72. 
120,961.04 
443,148.07 
365,950.89 


69,692.90 
89,352.86 


Interest on | 


Debt 


$ 29,820.87 


4,071.99 
4,291.62 
6,186.87 
8,062.65 
8,339.50 
8,444.01 
9,216.39 

10,525.25 

11,206.00 

11,892.00 

11,750.00 

11,916.59 

11,980.15 

12,689.53 

11,814.11 

11,896.13 

12,175.22 

12,320.00 

12,320.00 

11,045.00 

11,250.00 

11,095.00 
9,938.14 
9,200.00 
6,700.90 

10,415.83 

10,716.50 

10,427.50 

11,511.15 

11,943.56 

11,750.48 

14,542.51 

10,988.02 

10,451.85 

10,481.65 

10,550.07 

10,129.27 

10,836.14 
8,425.00 

10,851.70 
9,122.56 
8,877.17 

17,140.47 

18,213.03 

33,033.69 

48,000.00 

48,693.67 

57,594.00 

64,375.67 


Income 
Water Rates 


$ 787.81 


121,960.85 
124,319.69 


8T 
HIGHWAYS. 


The amount of money appropriated for highways is alto- 
gether too small to properly do the work, and until sufficient 
funds are provided to do the work there will be no improvement. 
if indeed their condition does not become worse. The whole 
highway situation is summed up in the foregoing. Criticism 
there may be, but no one comes forth to explain how the work 
may be done without funds. The Board gets just sufficient 
money to barely turnpike the streets in the spring, put on a few 
loads of gravel or trap rock, and make it go until the next year. 
There is not enough money generally to take care of the streets 
in the fall of the year. When it is considered that in some 
years as much as $4000 is spent for snow roads, it is apparent 
there can be no very prodigal waste of highway money with 
150 miles of streets to take care of. The City should spend 
$100,000 on its highways for some years tocome. A systematic 
plan should be adopted for some permanent paving each year. 
Until such time no very radical improvement may be expected 
in the condition of the highways. This may not seem a very 
hopeful outlook, but it is a plain statement of facts. 


WAHCONAH STREET IMPROVEMENTS. 


The reconstruction of this street for a distance of 6200 feet, 
from North Street to Wilson Street, has been completed. The 
street railway company renewed its old track, laid an additional 
track, and placed new poles and wires throughout the whole 
length of the work. Under each rail of the Company a con- 
crete base was laid eighteen inches wide and twelve inches 
deep. On each side of the rail two rows of three inch wood 
block treated, were laid with sand filler and expansion joints of 
asphalt. The rails laid by the Company were five inch, eighty 
pound T rails, which while being a heavy rail, is not of sufficient 
depth for a permanent pavement. 

Cement curbs were laid from North Street to Pontoosuc 
Avenue, grouted cobble gutters from Pontoosuc Avenue to ` 
upper Bel Air Avenue, and a combined cement curb and gutter 
from Bel Air Avenue to Wilson Street. 
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Cement sidewalks were laid on the east side of the street 
from North Street to Wilson Street, and on the west side from 
Seymour Street to beyond the entrance to Wahconah Park. 

Throughout the length of the street, catch-basins were built, 
manholes storm water drains, additional hydrants, cement 
steps, sodded terraces, were installed, fences replaced, stone 
embankments built at Bel Air mill-pond to widen the road, with 
proper guard fence, and an extensive retaining wall of cement 
built at James Naughton’s property to allow of the widening 
of the street at this point. 

The pavement, which is an asphaltic macadam, amounting 
to 30,818 square yards was laid on a five inch concrete base with 
three inch wearing surface of clean broken trap rock of from 
one-half inch to one inch, and one and one-half inches in diam- 
eter. Asphaltic cement heated to the required temperature 
was poured into the voids to the amount of 21% gallons per 
square yard and rolled with a 12 ton steam roller. After the 
bitumen cooled another application of asphalt cement followed, 
one-half gallon to the square yard, covered with rock chips, 
and again rolled. The asphalt used was Bermudez. 

The total cost of the work was $116,397.87 of which the 
City paid $49,075.29 and the Berkshire Street Railway Com- 
pany $67,322.59. 

The items and schedules of work made by the City’s engi- 
neers were checked by the engineers of the street railway com- 
pany, and finally examined and approved by the Engineer of 
the Mass. Public Service Commission. The utmost harmony 
prevailed throughout, and the street railway company promptly 
met payments on accounts when presented, to the City greatly 
assisting in the financing of the account. 

The highway is a credit to everyone connected with its con- 
struction, is of unspeakable value to the manufacturers in the 
northerly part of the city, and is a beautiful avenue to meet the 
traveler as he enters the city. 


FENN STREET PAVING. 


This street was paved from Pearl Street to First Street with 
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vitrified brick (Mack) laid on a six inch concrete base. The 
joints are filled with cement grout and expansion joints of pitch 
provided. . The bricks were subjected to severe test before 
laying. The total area paved amounted to 1131 square yards 
at a cost of $2.90 per square yard, and the work was done by 
Crowe & Walsh of this city. 


NEW WEST STREET PAVING. 


The completion of the new depot and improvements about 
its grounds prompted the city to do something in the way of 
bettering street conditions adjoining. The City Council ap- 
propriated $12,000 for the installation of cement curbs and side- 
walks on both sides of New West Street, and the laying of a 
concrete base for pavement, from Center Street to Hurlbut 
Street. The work is about completed, a small section of walk 
remaining to be laid on account of delay in moving buildings 
from the street location which were owned by W. G. Morton, 
and a small part of the concrete base which could not be laid 
on account of frost. The street should be paved this year. 


WEST STREET PAVING. 


The discontinuance of a portion of West Street at the be- 
ginning of the work of building the new railroad station, and 
some changes in grade made necessary by approaches to the 
same, caused the cutting down of the street, and the laying of 
new walks and curbs, as well as concrete base for paving and 
the finished paving of the street. The walks, curbs and base 
have been laid but the top dressing of the pavement was not 
laid owing to frost. This will be done the coming year. 


FOURTH STREET REPAIRS. 


The City Council reached an agreement with F. E. Mc- 
Sweeney, owner of the land on the westerly side of this street, 
by which, in consideration of the city moving his house, and 
laying concrete walks without expense to him, he deeded to the 
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city practically a rod of land the length of the street. This al- 
lowed the street to be widened to full three rods. The same 
has been worked to the established grade, a cement concrete 
sidewalk built on the west side of the street, cobble gutters 
laid, and a surface water drain extended southerly from Lake 
Street, and catch-basins constructed. The travelled way has 
been gravelled to a width of 27 feet. "This street is used very 
largely by operatives from the Tillotson mills, is the only means 
of getting across the railroad between Second Street and Peck's 
bridge, and the improvement is greatly appreciated by mer- 
chants and others. 


PLUNKETT STREET REPAIRS. 


This street was worked to the grade established by the City 
Council and treated to from five to eight inches of gravel. 
Cobble gutters were laid both sides of the street, and a gravel 
walk built on both sides. There was a considerable cut in one 
portion of the street which necessitated the construction of a 
concrete retaining wall sixty-five feet in length, running to seven 
feet in height at the highest point. A surface drain was also 
built from Tyler Street northerly, of 12 inch tile, in Curtis Ter- 
race, and thence across private land to connect with Plunkett 
Street. This latter was not completed owing to lack of funds, 
but should be finished this year. 


DAWES AVENUE REPAIRS. 


This street was improved from Commonwealth Avenue to 
Stratford Avenue by laying a 12 inch tile drain in the center, 
building catch-basins, a gravel walk on the northerly side of 
the street and widening the street to a width of 26 feet. The 
grade was cut two feet in the center and nine inches on the sides, 
refilled with coarse gravel and rolled. The street is hard-pan 
and has been in bad shape spring and fall. 
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ELM STREET DRAIN. 


A 48 inch concrete drain was extended in Elm Street, from 
Meadow Lane to the westerly line of Holmes Road during the 
year. Catch-basins were built at Edward Avenue and the 
west side of Holmes Road. This aids greatly in caring for the 
surface water from Holmes Road and the territory just westerly 
thereof. | 


East STREET DRAIN. 


The development of the Allen land, by the Park Square 
Realty Company necessitated the laying of drain in East Street, 
from Willis Street to the south alley of the Company’s land. 
At this point it was taken up and continued by them on their 
own property. The size of the drain laid was 15 inch, and a 
provision was made by the City Council in making the appro- 
priation that the cost should be borne by the Park Square 
Realty Co. 


HIGH STREET DRAIN. 


A 12 inch drain was constructed in this street running from 
Congress Street to Thomson Place, and catch-basins built 
connecting with the same. 


PoNTOOSUC AVENUE. 


A stone road was built in this street for a length of 336 feet, 
and a cinder sidewalk built on the north side of the street. 


LENOX AVENUE REPAIRS. 


The construction of the pavement on Wahconah Street, 
during the year 1913 made the use of Lenox Avenue as a detour 
imperative. The street was badly worn by heavy automo- 
bile traffic. This street was heavily gravelled from Wahconah 
Street on the north to Wahconah Street on the south, the whole 
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length of the street. One new catch-basin was constructed at 
Appletree Avenue and two basins connected at Fairview Ave- 
nue with surface drain. 


RESURFACING SOUTH STREET. 


It has been the custom of the Board for the last few years 
. to resurface South Street, each year, pending such time as the 
street may be paved. This was done last year. The street is 
picked up with a scarifier, new trap rock added and thoroughly 
rolled and fine trap rock used on the surface. After an appli- 
cation of calcium chloride the street is decidedly pleasant to 
drive over and lasts the season. 


VALENTINE ROAD. 


This street from West Street northerly a distance of 1050 
feet was improved by the construction of stone road with V 
drain. The street was then given a heavy coat of gravel. All 
the stone used in the road were drawn to the site by W. M. 
Salisbury without cost to the city. 


LINDEN STREET DRAIN. 


A surface drain was built in this street from John Street to 
Onota Street. The size of the drain was 18 inch tile for 162 
feet, and 12 inch tile for 398 feet. Six catch-basins were built 
on the drain, four on Linden Street and two on Onota Street. 


VENTURA AVENUE REPAIRS. 


Ventura Avenue was accepted by the City Council as a 
city way in 1914. The street was badly washed early last 
spring. An appropriation of $500 was made to improve the 
street which was expended mostly in filling the washout and 
taking such means as were possible with the limited appropria- 
tion to prevent a recurrence of the trouble. 
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MONROE STREET REPAIRS. 


Monroe Street was worked to grade, cobble gutters built 
on both sides of the street, from John Street to Onota Street, 
and a gravel sidewalk built on the north side, from John Street 
to Onota Street, and on the south side of the street for about 
half the length of the street. 


East STREET REPAIRS. 


East Street from the Dalton town line westerly was treated 
with gravel 12 inches deep for a width of 14 feet and thoroughly 
rolled. At the east end of the work a 12 inch surface drain 
was built and connected with wooden catch-basins. 


Peck's Roap REPAIRS. 


This street was gravelled from Wahconah Street to Lake 
Avenue, with the exception of a section of road about 200 feet 
in length. 


ELM STREET REPAIRS. 


Repairs were made to the east end of Elm Street, and two 
bad hills were cut down, that in front of Newberry’s being cut 
three feet, and in front of the Weller place 114 feet was cut off 
the center of the street. Sluices were rebuilt and lengthened 
to conform to the widened way, and the street was gravelled, 
railing repaired and made safe. 


SILVER LAKE BOULEVARD. 


A commencement was made on working this street which 
will eventually be a pleasant drive about Silver Lake, as well as 
ultimately furnishing a way across the railroad to take the place 
of Woodlawn Avenue. About 1000 loads of filling were put 
in the street. 
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SEYMOUR STREET REPAIRS. 


This street was improved on the northerly end, near the old 
car stables, by raising up the street, filling with gravel and trap 
rock, and rolling down thoroughly. A new cement basin was 
put in to replace an old wooden box sluice formerly there. 


ELM BEETLE WORK. 


The work done for the past few years along this line has 
been money well spent. There has been no evidence of the 
prevalance of the beetle to any degree in the city. All city 
trees were sprayed with a solution of arsenate of lead early in 
the season. 


MERRIAM STREET BRIDGE. 


The abutments for this bridge were completed by the con- 
tractors in May and the steel work placed early in the season. 
By contract with H. C. Wood & Co., Inc., the steel work was 
encased in concrete, other than the portion of main girders 
above the floor. The floor was covered with reinforced con- 
crete slab covered with brick, with asphaltic joints in the road- 
way. The sidewalks were covered with sheet asphalt with 
cement curbs. All the exposed metal was painted with a special 
paint. The bridge has a total span of 137 feet, and a total 
width of 40 feet, with clear roadway of 22 feet, and is designed 
to sustain in addition to its own weight, a live load of 100 
pounds to the square foot and a concentrated load of a steam 
roller. 


LYMAN STREET BRIDGE. 


This bridge was completed this year by the covering of 
the roadway with a concrete slab, waterproofed with asphaltic 
macadam, and the steel work of the bridge covered with a special 
waterproof paint. 
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BRIDGE REPAIRS. 


The following bridges have been replanked:—Cutting 
bridge, Peck's Road bridges, South Street, Pomeroy bridge, 
Rice bridge, Noble bridge, Sykes, Linden Street, Newell Street, 
and partial floors on a number of small bridges. Two perma- 
nent bridges of iron and concrete were built on Cascade Street 
to replace old wooden structures. 


CITY SCALES. 


The City Council having provided funds the Board have 
built a scale-house adjoining the patrol stables on Allen Street. 
There has also been installed one twenty ton set of suspended 
bearing, iron truss construction, auto truck scales. "The scales 
were built by the Bennington Scale Co. of Bennington, Vt. 
The scale-house and foundations were built by Edward A. 
Winslow of Pittsfield, Mass., the contract price being $788.50. 
The old City scales are taken by the scale contractors in ex- 
change.on the new scales. 


DRINKING FOUNTAINS. 


Three drinking fountains have been installed, one at the 
corner of North and West Street, one at the corner of North 
and Summer Street, and one front of the store of S. E. Robinson 
on North Street. The fountains are provided with faucets to 
allow three persons to drink at once. Provision is also made 
for the overflow from the fountains discharging into a bowl for 
dogs. | 


CROSSWALKS. 
Crosswalks have been built during the year as follows — 
Crossing Abbott Street at east side of North Street. 


El 


Arlington Street at south side of Dawes Avenue. 
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Crossing Bay State Road at west side of South Street. 
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Bradford Street at east side of Robbins Avenue. 
Bradford Street at west side of Robbins Avenue. 
Boylston Street at west side of South Street. 
Brenton Terrace at south side of Oxford Street. 


Commonwealth Avenue at south side of Dawes Ave- 
nue. 


Dawes Avenue at east side of Commonwealth Avenue. 
Elm Street at east side of Ontario Street. 

First Street at south side of Maplewood Avenue. 
Fourth Street at north side of Fenn Street. 

Henry Avenue at west side of South Street. 

Mill Street at south side of West Street. 

Myrtle Street at north side of Tyler Street. 

North Pearl Street at Parochial School. 
Northumberland Road at north side of Dawes Avenue. 
Pollock Avenue at north side of Dawes Avenue. 
Prospect Street at east side of Robbins Avenue. 
South Street south side of Buel Street. 


South John Street at Columbus Avenue. 
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Crossing Taylor Street at west side of South Street. 


x Thomson Place at west side of Commonwealth 
Avenue. 


'* Tyler Street at east side of Grove Street. 

'* Weller Avenue at east side of Lenox Avenue. 
** — Fourth Street at T side of Lake Street. 
* — Hamlin Street at east side of First Street. 

‘f  Peck’s Road at east side of Lake Avenue. 


'* — Woodleigh Avenue at junction of West Housatonic 
Street. 


SURFACE DRAINS. 


The total length of main surface drains laid this year was 
0.62 miles, in detail as follows: 


Location Diameter Length 

: in inches in feet 
Curtis Street, 12 351 
Dawes Avenue, 12 950 
East Street, | 15 312 
Elm Street, 48 208 
Elm Street, 18 57 
First Street, 15 121 
Fourth Street, | 12 238 
High Street, 12 308 
Linden Street, 18 162 
Linden Street, | 12 398 


Plunkett Street (private land from 
Curtis Terrace), 12 161 
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CATCH-BASINS. 


There were 43 additional catch-basins built as follows: 


Location 
Appletree Avenue, 
Beech Grove Avenue, 
Dawes Avenue, 
East Street, 
Edward Avenue, 
Elm Street, 
Fairview Avenue, 
First Street, 
Fourth Street, 
High Street, 
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Location 
Holmes Road, 
King Street, 
Linden Street, 
New West Street, 
Onota Street, 
South Street, 
Thomson Place, 
Wahconah Street, 

West Housatonic Street, 


SIDEWALKS. 


No. 
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New sidewalks have been constructed during the year as 


follows :— 
Street 


Appleton Avenue, 
Dalton Road, 
Elm Street, 

Elm Street, 

Fenn Street, 
Fourth Street, 
Lebanon Avenue, 
Lincoln Street, 
Myrtle Street, 
New West Street, 
Newell Street, 
North Street, 
Northumberland Road, 
Park Street, 
Robbins Avenue, 
Seymour Street, 


Surface 


Tar 
Cement 
Cement 
Cement 
Cement 
Cement 
Gravel 
Tar 
Cement 
Cement 
Cement 
Cement 
Cement 
Cement 
Tar 
Cement 


Length 
in feet 


681 
264 
265 
99 
S61 
810 
2325 
584 
399 
470 
102 
158 
895 
436 
66 
717 


Width 


in feet 


pi 
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Tyler Street, Cement 666 6 

Wahconah Street, Cement 5891 . 6 

Wahconah Street, Cement 631 ^ «7-9 
CURBS. 


There were 1.08 miles of new curbs laid as follows:— 


Location Type Length in feet 
, Elm Street, Cement 98 
Fenn Street, Cement 28 
New West Street, Cement 1655 
West Street, Cement 364 
West Street, Granite 177 
Wahconah Street, Cement 1710 
Wahconah Street, Cement curb and 
gutter . 1682 


LIGHTING STREETS. 


The street lighting for the year has been done as usual by 
the Pittsfield Electric Company under contract. The service 
rendered has been most satisfactory. The lighting system on 
North and West Streets and around the Park has been entirely 
changed. All wires have been put underground, new pillar 
posts erected to replace the old style post, and 61—6.6 ampere 
G. E. Luminous arc lamps have been installed. This takes 
the arc system as far as White Terrace. The change has made 
a decided improvement in the appearance of the streets, and 
will also help the fire department in fighting fires, in not being 
hampered with wires. The Berkshire Street Railway Company 
also renewed its poles on North and West Streets, and the only 
wires on the street at present are the trolley guy wires. The 
City at present maintains 1249 incandescent lights, 156 ordi- 
nary arcs, and 61 luminous arc lamps. 


STREET SPRINKLING. 


The sprinkling of City streets was done for the most part by 
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O. T. Benedict by contract his price being $690 per month per 
team only, for a season of seven months. The city furnishes 
the sprinkling carts. Experiments with oil and calcium chloride 
have proven that their use greatly lengthens the life of the ordi- 
nary gravel road, and the Board have done much along this 
line during the season. The City applied oil and am 
chloride with its own equipment. 


SEWER AND WATER CONNECTIONS. 


There has been a decided falling off in this department owing 
to the decline in building operations. The total number of 
water connections put in was 256 as against 374 for the year 
1913. Sewer connections were made to 191 houses as against 
308 for the previous year. It would seem that the demand for 
tenement houses is about supplied, and that the last year is 
about what a normal year will be from this time forward. 
The abnormal growth of the city for the last few years, no 
doubt prompts us to expect more than we should in the develop- 
ment line. 


NEW SEWERS. 


The demand for sewer extensions has not been as great as 
in former years. The trunk line sewer are becoming more and 
more congested, and the construction of a new trunk sewer on 
High Street to care for a portion of the sewage on the easterly 
side of the City. Extensions have been laid during the year 
as follows :— 


Location Diameter Length 
in inches in feet 
Brown Street, 6 131 
Cromwell Avenue, 6 1190 
Cromwell Avenue, 8. 685 
Daniels Street, 6 136 
East Street, 12 200 
East Street, 8. 177 
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Euclid Avenue, 6 481 
Euclid Avenue, (across private land), 8 292 
First Street, 8 111 
First Street lowered, 6 308 
Fourth Street, 6 367 
Franco Terrace, .6 200 
Garden Street, 6 490 
Marion Avenue, 6 600 
Merriam Street (lowered), 8 71 
Merriam Street (across private land), 8 376 
Pomeroy Avenue, 6 488 
South Avenue, 6 297 
Stanley Avenue, 6 249 
Summit Avenue, 6 582 
Von Nida Avenue, 6 198 


Total length laid 1.43 miles. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL. 


The Board early in the season added to the filtration areas 
at the sewage disposal fields by the construction of about two 
acres of new beds. These were piped and a new outlet provided 
on the north end of the fields. The pumps at the station were 
both overhauled and put in first class condition by the Deane 
Steam Pump Co., at a cost of about $7000. As soon as this 
was done the operation of the pumps, night and day was com- 
menced. The pumps are now operated from 8 to 4 o'clock 
during the day and from 10 at night to 6 the next morning. 
The sewage disposal problem is a large one, and steps should 
be taken to provide pumping machinery and filtration areas 
to care for about six million gallons of sewage a day. This 
will mean an addition to the present station, new pumps, larger 
force main, and much additional filtration area. The city owns 
sufficient land to develop the beds. This matter should have 
the earnest attention of the City Council, and bills should be 
introduced in the legislature to provide the city with the au- 
thority necessary to borrow funds to do the works. 
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SCHOOL REPAIRS. 


The care of school buildings and grounds, as well as furniture 
has been in the hands of the Board for the year. Numerous 
repairs have been made to buildings the most notable of which 
follow :-—Painting West Part School, grading yard at the Red- 
field School, new flues in boiler at Mercer School, new flues in 
two boilers at Redfield School, scraping and varnishing all 
desks at High School, new wiring and lights in six rooms at 
Read School, steam in two upper floors at Read School, two 
new drinking fountains at High School, kalsomine basement 
at High School, new slate blackboards two rooms at Rice School, 
new metal condwit at Mercer school, Vinette hose cocks and 
fire alarm system at Mercer school, new stair rails in both schools 
at the Mercer School, building new shop for school repair work 
at the North Pearl Street yard, (the use of the High School 
basement being ordered discontinued by the State Police), 
plaster and wire lath and kalsomine basement at the Mercer 
Primary School, and very many other repairs too varied ane 
extensive to enumerate in this report. 


TRANSFERS. 


Transfers were made in the accounts of the Board as follows: 


From Amount 
Linden Street Drain, $102 64 
High Street Drain, 72 
Fourth Street Improvements, 12 16 
East Street Drain, 569 67 
Dawes Avenue Drain, 7 55 
Lyman Street Bridge, 41 81 
City Hall Alterations, 1 00 
Drinking Fountains, 153 29 
Crosswalks, 400 00 
Ventura Avenue Repairs, 107 50 


East Street Repairs, 35 12 
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Peck’s Road Repairs, | 47 04 
Pontoosuc Avenue Repairs, 21 43 
Elm Street Repairs, -` 3 19 
Silver Lake Boulevard, 5 00 
Seymour Street Repairs, . 13 85 
Lenox Avenue Repairs, 2 09 
Plunkett Street Repairs, 37 70 
Resurfacing South Street, 16 69 
Valentine Road Repairs, 6 24 
Pavement Repairs, 34 31 
Elm Street Drain, 314 45 
Repair and Care of Sewers, 250 00 
Elm Tree Beetle, 9 87 
Monroe Street Repairs, 45 45 

$2,238 77 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Ordinary water extensions about the City as may be required. 

New water main to Sackett Brook. 

Ordinary sewer extensions as may be required about the city. 

Additional facilities for the disposal of sewage. 

New bridge on Hubbard Avenue. 

Extension of surface drain on Elm Street. 

Surface drain West Housatonic Street to Britton Street. 

Surface drain Copley Terrace. 

Surface drain in Plunkett Street. 

Paving Melville Street. 

Paving West Housatonic Street and Pomeroy School work. 

Automobiles for the heads of water, sewer and highway depart- 

ments. 

Auto truck for the use of the water department. 

The adoption of the meter system in the water department. 
In concluding this report we desire to commend our em- 

ployees for the faithful manner in which they have carried out 
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the work of their various departments and the harmony which 
has prevailed. 

To the City Council is extended the thanks of the Board for 
many helpful suggestions during the year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. P. BARNES, 
P. J. FLYNN, 
MAURICE J. MADDEN, 
Board of Public Works. 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 


OFFICE OF CHIEF ENGINEER, 


PITTSFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council:— 
GENTLEMEN: 


I have the honor to submit the annual report of the Pitts- 
field Fire Department for the year ending December 31st, 1914. 


I herewith submit the report of the work of the Pittsfield Fire 
Department, which will include a list of fires and alarms, the 
causes of fires as near as could be ascertained, the value of 
property at risk, the amount of loss, the insurance, and the in- 
surance paid on the same, recommendations for the ensuing 
year, and other information which I deem of interest. 


FIRE ALARMS. 


The department has responded to 219 alarms during the 
year of which 87 were box alarms, 3 of these being second alarm 
fires, 123 telephone calls, and 9 verbal calls; 3 of the box alarms 
being false. A total of 24 more calls over last year. 


APPARATUS. 


The apparatus of the department consists of one second- 
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class Metropolitan engine, rated capacity 900 gallons per 
minute; One third-class Silsby engine, rated capacity 700 gal- 
lons per minute; One fourth-class Clapp & Jones engine 450 
gallons per minute; One Clapp & Jones engine stationed at 
West Pittsfield. Three combination chemical and hose wagons, 
horse drawn; One horse drawn city service ladder truck in re- 
serve. Two exercise wagons; two exercise sleighs; One line 
wagon. One Pope-Hartford Chief’s car; One Pope Hartford 
combination chemical and hose motor. One 75 ft. American 
La France gasoline electric four wheel drive aerial truck. 


APPARATUS DISTRIBUTED AS FOLLOWS: 


. CENTRAL STATION—One Metropolitan engine; One Silsby 
engine; One Clapp and Jones engine; One horse drawn combi- 
nation chemical and hose wagon; One aerial truck; One motor 
combination chemical and hose; One Chief’s car; One exercise 
wagon. | 


MORNINGSIDE STATION—Two horse drawn combination 
chemical and hose wagons; One city service truck in reserve; 
One exercise wagon; Two exercise sleighs; One ladder sleigh; 
One line wagon. 


WEst PrrTSFIELD—One Clapp and Jones engine; Two hand 
hose carts. 


PERMANENT FORCE. 


The present organization is constituted as follows: chief 
engineer, one deputy chief, two captains, two lieutenants, two 
engineers of engines, two electricians, one mechanician, and 
twenty-four (24) permanent firemen, assigned as chauffeurs, 
hosemen and ladder men. 


CALL FORCE. 


The call force of this department consists of eighteen men. 
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VOLUNTEER FORCE. 


West Pittsfield Company has a volunteer force of fift 
members. | 


HORSES. 


There are nine horses in this department; four at Central 
station, and five at Morningside station. Two horses at Morn- 
ingside station and one at Central station are in poor condition 
and will have to be disposed of. 


HOSE. 


Number of feet of 214” hose in good condition, 8,500. This 
Department should have on hand at all times in order to reload 
wagons after a large fire not less than 10,000 feet of hose. 700 
feet in poor condition. 


DAYS OF THE WEEK ON WHICH FIRES OCCURRED. - 


Sunday, 27 
Monday, 32 
Tuesday, 38 
Wednesday, 26 
Thursday, | 29 
Friday, 26 
Saturday, 41 

Total, 219 


NUMBER OF FIRES EACH MONTH. 


January, 26 
February, f | 22 
March | 16 
April, 21 


May, | 24 
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June, 17 
July, 12 
August, 13 
September, 18 
October, 8 
November, 17 
December, 25 
Total, 219 
Number of feet of hose laid and used, 68,250 
Chemical tanks used, 63 
Extinguishers used, 91 
Rubber blankets used covering goods, 74 
Extinguishers charged outside of department, 145 
Men left on duty after fires, 153 


CAUSE OF FIRES, 1914. 


Children playing with matches, 16 
Smoking in barn, | 2 
Incendiary, 

Thawing water pipe, 

Spontaneous combustion, 

Chimney fires, 

Explosion hot water front, 

Needless calls, 

Sparks from boiler, 

Open fireplace, 

Kerosene stove, 

Horse kicking lantern, 

Overheated stove, 

Cigarette thrown in cellar window, 

Call out of City, Dalton, 

Overheated stove pipe, 

Lighted match in clothespress,. 
Throwing lighted match in rubbish box, 
Smoking in bed, 

Covering on steam pipe, 
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Rubbish in cellar, residence, 
Burning mattress in yard, 
Careless use of matches, 
Sparks from chimney, 
Meat burning in oven, 
Grass fires, 

Defective chimney, 
Gas oven, 

Electric motor on street car, 
Defective stove pipe, 

Tar kettle boiling over, 

smoke from boiler, 

False alarms, 

Picker machine, 

Kerosene lamp exploded, 

Hot coals from stove, 

Unknown, 

Rubbish public dump, 

Smoking hams in cellar, 
Mischievous boys, 

Fire cracker, 

Cleaning clothes with gasoline, 
Electric soldering iron, 

Open stove pipe hole, 

Lightning, 

Burning molasses, 

Broken steam pipe, 

Automobile, 

Gasoline torch, 

Hot ashes in wooden box, 

Starting fire with kerosene oil, 
Open gas jet, 

Boys experimenting with electricity, 
Tramps in barn, 

Electric glue pot, 

Mice and matches, 


, 


Total, 
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RECOMMENDATIONS, 1915. 


I would recommend the purchase. of another motor com- 
bination chemical and hose car, at a cost of $5,500.00. One 
piece of motor apparatus should be purchased each year until 
the horse is eliminated from this department. Motor apparatus 
gives quick service and costs less to maintain. As this depart- 
ment has no back yard at the headquarters station, it is impos- 
sible to keep horses. . 


I would recommend the purchase of a good second-hand 
motor,—something we can build over; to supply engines with 
coal, pick up wet hose, and learn the men to be chauffeurs; 
such a motor could be purchased for about $500.00. 


I would recommend the placing of new fire-alarm apparatus 
in the headquarters station, as the present apparatus is now 
working beyond its limit and over-loaded. Also an air-whistle 
to be placed on tower of this station. 


I would recommend the appointment of three more per- 
manent men to this department. Under the State law allow- 
ing each man one day off duty in every five days, this depart- 
ment cannot keep up its efficient service in fire duty, and in- 
spection of buildings, with the present number of men. 


I would recommend the erection of a drill tower at the 
Morningside station. This drill tower is very necessary to 
train the men in the work of handling hose, placing ladders, 
using the life net, life belt, and all work pertaining to fire fight- 
ing. This tower could be built for $2,000.00. 


I would recommend the purchase of a machinist’s lathe at a 
cost of $260.00. This machine will enable us to do our own 
repairing, which at times is necessary in the middle of the night. 

I would recommend the purchase of 2,000 feet of hose at ° 
once. 


I would recommend a fire station be built near Wahconah 
Street and Peck’s Road. See National Board Fire Under- 
writers’ report. 
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RECORD OF FIRES FOR YEAR 1914. 


Jan. 1st. Box 19. 11.40 a. m. 68 Stratford avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and oc- 
cupied by E. J. Chandler. Cause children and matches. 
Value of building $4,000. Insurance on building $4,000. 
Insurance paid on building, $75.00. Value of contents $1,000. 
Insurance on contents $1,000. Insurance paid on contents 
$37.50. 


Jan. 7th. Box 324. 6.58 p.m. 78 Lake avenue. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Barn. Owned and occupied by 
S. D. Hodlin. Cause smoking in barn. Value of building 
$800. Insurance on building $650. Insurance paid on build- 
ing $510. Value of contents $150. Insurance on contents 
$150. Insurance paid on contents $101.63. 


Jan. 8th. Tel. call. 11.45 p. m. 804 Churchill street. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned by W. P. 
Burbank estate. Occupied by W. S. Jones. Cause incend- 
iary. Value of building $2,000. Insurance on building 
$1,400. Insurance paid on building $1,400. Value of con- 
tents $1,700. Insurance on contents $1,500. Insurance paid 
on contents $1,500. 


Jan. 10th. Box 32. 3.55 p. m. 53 and 55 John street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and oc- 
cupied by Louis Markowitz. Cause thawing water pipe. 
Value of building $9,000. Insurance on building $8,500. 
Insurance paid on building $876. Value of contents $700. 
Insurance on contents $500. Insurance paid on contents $100. 


Jan. llth. Box 62. 3.45 p. m. 51 Seymour street. 
Building of wood construction, Grocery Store. Owned by 
Jessie Hackett, occupied by Max Schreck. Cause spontan- 
eous combustion in charcoal. Value of building $3,500. 
Insurance on building $3,000. Insurance paid on building 
$96. Value of contents $800. Insurance on contents $1,000. 
Insurance paid on contents $125. 


112 


Jan. 12th. Tel. call. 5.20 p. m. 269 New West street. 
Cause chimney fire in house owned and occupied by Patrick 
Broderick. No loss. 


Jan. 12th. Tel. call. 8.50 p.m. 317 Elm street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned and occupied by C. R. Chapel. 
No loss. i 


Jan. 13th. Box 9. 8.45 a. m. 173 Wahconah street. 
Cause hot water front in stove in house owned and occupied 
by John Bohner. No loss. 


Jan. 13th. Tel call. 5.04 p. m. 14 Broad Street. 
Building owned by Allen Bagg. Occupied by Helen Feeley. 
No fire. 


Jan. i4th. Box 24. 7.10a.m. 120 South street. Build- 
ing of brick and wood construction. Dwelling. Owned 
and occupied by W. W. Leavitt. Cause spark from boiler. 
Value of building $10,000. Insurance on building $8,000. 
Insurance paid on building $780. Value of contents $4,000. 
Insurance on contents $3,000. Insurance paid on contents 
$255. 


Jan. 14th. Box 452. 6.33 a. m. 88 Dalton avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Jos- 
eph Bastion. Occupied by Mrs. Curley. Cause hot water 
front. Value of building $5,000. Insurance on building 
$5,000. Insurance paid on building $230. Value of con- 
tents $1,600. Insurance on contents $1,400. Insurance paid 
on contents $435. 


Jan. 14th. Tel. call. 3.50 p. m. 221 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Hotel. Owned by Cebra 
Quackenbush. Occupied by Plumb & Clark. Cause open 
fire place. Value of building $100,000. Insurance on build- 
ing $54,000. Insurance paid on building $150. Value of 
contents $1,000. Insurance on contents $1,000. Insurance 
paid on contents $75. 
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Jan. 14th. Tel. call. 4.20 p.m. 90 Elm Street. House 
owned by J. B. Root. Occupied by J. F. Feil. No fire. 


jan. 15th. Box 31. 1.00 a. m. 189 Linden street. 
Building of wood construction. Stores. Owned by Fred- 
erick Harvey. Occupied by Rocco Yerons and Sam Silver. 
Cause kerosene stove. Value of building $800. Insurance 
on building $800. Insurance paid on building $625. Value 
of contents $450. Insurance on contents $500. Insurance 
paid on contents $271.40. 


Jan. 15th. Tel. call. 9.05 p. m. 243 West Housatonic 
street. Cause chimney fire in house owned by Dr. Kinnell. 
Occupied by Frank Murphy. No loss. 


Jan. 17th. Tel. call. 3.10 p. m. 500 Upper Barker- 
ville road. Cause chimney fire in house owned by Berk- 
shire Brewing Co. Occupied by Patrick Martin. No loss. 


Jan. 17th. Tel. call. 5.20 p. m. 321 Newell street. 
Cause horse knocking lantern from hook in barn owned by 
Archie Pleu. Occupied by Cordo Octins. No loss. 


Jan. 19th. Box 41. 6.40 p.m. 45 to 59 North street. 
Building of brick and wood construction. Business block. 
Owned by Roland Burbank. Occupied by Frank Clark, 
Frank Howard, Peirson Hardware Co., F. E. Chittenden, 
Edward Larkin. Cause incendiary. Value of building 
$171,354. Insurance on building $155,000. Insurance paid 
on building $4,852.71. Value of contents $392,941.22. In- 
surance on contents $384,600. Insurance paid on contents 
$14,344.07. 


Jan. 19th. Tel. call. 7.30 p.m. 89 West street. Cause 
overheated stove in building owned by Charles West. Oc- 
cupied by George Grounds. No loss. . 


Jan. 24th. Verbal call. 12.45 p. m. City Hall. Cause 
No loss. ) 
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Jan. 24th. Box 28. 1.30 p. m. City Hall. Building 
of brick and wood construction. Cause incendiary. Value 
of building $26,754. Insurance on building $25,000. In- 
surance paid on building $1,454. Value of contents $2,830. 
Insurance on contents $1,500. Insurance paid on contents 
$1,464.55. C. B. Lindholm, contractor. Insurance $4,000. 
Insurance paid $75. 


Jan. 24th. Box 41. 1.55 p. m. 88 North street. Build- 
ing of brick and wood construction. Owned by Dunham 
Estate. Occupied by William Nugent, Louis French, Col- 
onial Restaurant, Thomas Behan. Cause cigar or cigarette. 
Value of building $42,500. Insurance on building $39,000. 
Insurance paid on building $1,475. Value of contents $43,- 
945.00. Insurance on contents $31,400. Insurance paid on 
contents $2,943.22. 


jan. 28th. Tel. call. 12.25 a. m. 17 Third Street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and oc- 
cupied by Joseph Vittons. Cause overheated stove. Value 
of building $2,000. Insurance on building $2,000. Insur- 
ance paid on building $82. 


Jan. 28th. Box 23. 11.15 p. m. New West street. 
Building of wood construction. Junk shop. Owned by W. 
C. Morton. Occupied by Pittsfield Junk Co. Cause spon- 
taneous combustion. Value of building $2200. Insurance on 
building $2,100. Insurance paid on building $500. Value 
of contents $1,200. Insurance on contents $1,000. Insur- 
ance paid on contents $787.50. 


Jan. 30th. Tel. call. 8.25a.m. 21 Pacific street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occupied 
by Mrs. Brummer. Cause children playing with matches. 
Value of contents $1,000. Insurance on contents $800. In- 
surance paid on contents $47.30. 


Jan. 31st. Box 41. 11.23 p. m. 23 and 35 North street. 
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Building of brick and wood construction. Stores. Owned 
by Mrs. Alexander Kennedy. Occupied by John Papas, 
W. K. Henry, Public Market, Haynes & Middleton, Chester 
Averill, Edward Loomis, Rainey & Acley, Clarence Waite, 
L. H. Reiser, David Molner, Millinery Supply Co., Electrical 
Construction Co. Cause incendiary. Value of building $45,000 
Insurance on building $37,500. Insurance paid on building 
$12,300. Value of contents $57,186.36. Insurance on con- 
tents $50,165. Insurance paid on contents 


Feb. 3rd. Tel. call. 1.05 a.m. 89 to 103 North street. 
England Bros. Block. Fire in barrel of rubbish. Cause 
cigarette. No loss. 


Feb. 3rd. Tel. call. 4.10 a. m. From Dalton. Fire in 
Union block. 


Feb. 6th. Tel. call. 6.17 p. m. 19 Lake street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned by John Gorman. Occupied 
by James Kelly. No loss. 


Feb. 7th. Box 372. 10.50 p. m. 347 North street. 
Building of brick and wood construction. Stores and hotel. 
Owned by John Brackin. Occupied by A. M. Cone, and 
New England Hat Co., Cause incendiary. Value of build- 
ing $40,000. Insurance on building $32,000. Insurance paid 
on building $150. Value of contents $3,250. Insurance on 
contents $3,700. Insurance paid on contents $702.25. 


Feb. 9th. Tel. call. 8.55 a. m. 86 John St. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occupied 
by Edward Silk. Cause children and matches. Value of 
building $3,500. Insurance on building $3,000. Insurance 
paid on building $102.50. Value of contents $1,000. In- 
surance on contents $1,000. Insurance paid on contents 
$486. 
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Feb. 9th. Tel. call. 4.18 p. m. 13 Worthington place. 
House owned and occupied by Albert Dorman. Cause chim- 
ney fire. No loss. 


Feb. 9th. Box 31. 6.06 p. m. 100 John street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Barn. Owned by Henry Pred- 
iger. Occupied by Archie White. Cause children and matches. 
No loss. 


Feb. 9th. Tel. call. 6.30 p. m. 88 East street. Cause 
chimney fire in house occupied by C. C. Davis. No loss. 


Feb. 12th. Tel. call. 9.58 a. m. 60 Wahconah street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by 
Albert Kenyon. Occupied by Luther LaRue. Cause chim- 
ney fire. Value of building $4,000. Insurance on building 
$3,500. Insurance paid on building $37. | 


Feb. 12th. Tel. call. 5.18 p. m. 42 Cherry srteet. 
House owned by William Dunn. Occupied by Edward Mor- 
rissey. Cause chimney fire. No loss. 


Feb. 12th. Tel. call. 5.55 p.m. 56 Third street. Cause 
chimney fire in building owned by Hibbard and Nolan. No 
loss. 


Feb. 14th. Box 19. 835 p. m. 321 Newell street. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned by E. D. 
Jones estate. Occupied by Cordo Sclino and Frank Mignone. 
Cause cigarette. Value of building $2,000. Insurance on 
building $2,000. Insurance paid on building $530. Value 
of contents $606. Insurance on contents $400. Insurance 
paid on contents $400. 


Feb. 18th. Tel. call. 9.25 p. m. 37 Robbins avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and oc- 
cupied by Michael Atkinson. Cause chimney fire. Value 
of building $3,000. Insurance on building $2,000. Insur- 
ance paid on building $10. 
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Feb. 22nd. Verbal call. 9.10a.m. 3 Mill court. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Gilbert 
West. Occupied by Sophia Nobles. Cause children and 
matches. No loss. 


Feb. 22nd. Tel. call. Dalton road. 9.55 a. m. Build- 
ing owned by Russell Allen. Occupied by Michael Donnelly. 
Cause chimney fire. No loss. 


Feb. 22nd. Verbal call. 2.40 p. m. 121 Eagle street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Jos- 
eph Shearer. Occupied by Mrs. M. C. Caul. Cause over- 
heated stove pipe. Value of building $2,000. Insurance 
on building $1,500. Insurance paid on building $125. Value 
of contents $1,000. Insurance on contents $1,000. In- 
surance paid on contents $57. 


Feb. 23rd. Tel. call. 11.15a.m. 620 East street. House 
owned and occupied by Joseph Cerette. Chimney fire. No 
loss. 


Feb. 24th. Box 43. 7.50 a.m. Day Nursery. No fire. 


Feb. 24th. Box 52. 7.46 p. m. 138 Second street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by George 
Merriam. Occupied by Archie Merriam. Cause lighted 
match in clothes press. Value of building $5,500. Insur- 
ance on building $4,600. Insurance paid on building $278.50. 
Value of contents $1,500. Insurance on contents $900. In- 
surance paid on contents $317.18. 


Feb. 25th. Box 32. 9.20 p. m. Rear of 45 John street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwellings. Owned by Louis 
Markowitz. Occupied by Wm. McMahon, Frank Cohen. 
Cause incendiary. Value of building $9,500. Insurance on 
building $9,000. Insurance paid on building $1,409.70. 
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Feb. 26th. Box 14. 7.29 p.m. 226 South street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned and occupied by John Noxon. 
No loss. 


Feb. 28th. Box 33. 12.07 a.m. 185 King street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by William 
Doran. Occupied by M. Sandrew, Mary Doran, Cause 
overheated stove. Value of building $2,500. Insurance on 
building $1,600. Insurance paid on building $1,600. Value 
of contents $2,000. Insurance on contents $2,000. Insur- 
surance paid on contents $1,500. 


March 4th. Tel. call. 830 p. m. 122 to 130 North 
street. Building of brick construction. Business block. 
Owned by England Brothers. Occupied by A. M. E. Church. 
Cause throwing lighted match in rubbish box. No loss. 


March 5th. Tel. call. 10.40 a. m. 45 Gale avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and oc- 
cupied by Alford Hogue. Cause spontaneous combustion 
in cellar. Value of building $3,500. Insurance on build- 
ing $3,000. Insurance paid on building $968.75. Value of 
contents $1,000. Insurance on contents $1,000. Insurance 
paid on contents $951.15. 


March 5th. Box 42. 1.04 a. m 92 to 112 Columbus 
avenue. Building of brick construction. Business block. 
Owned by C. C. Gamwell. Occupied by William Hendricks. 
Onota Chemical Co., J. W. Balzer, Harley Ames, J. J. Hig- 
gins. Value of building $22,000. Insurance on building 
$20,000. Insurance paid on building $4,427. Value of con- 
tents $18,193.22. Insurance on contents $14,925.32. In- 
surance paid on contents $8,729.96. Cause combustion. 


March 9th. Box 39. 10.00 p. m. 413 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned 
by Henry Blaisdell. Occupied by Henry Kahl. Shoe store. 
Cause spontaneous combustion. Value of building $29,000. 
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Insurance on building $28,000. Insurance paid on building 
$1,602. Value of contents $23,520.19. Insurance on con- 
tents $20,530.27. Insurance paid on contents $6,403.44. 


March 12th. Tel. call. 5.20 p. m. 131 Fenn street. 
Cause chimney fire in building owned and occupied by M. 
Condron. No loss. | 


March 13th. Tel. call. 11.10 a. m. 90 Henry avenue, 
Cause chimney fire in house owned by John Buckley. Oc- 
cupied by M. J. Pratt. No loss. 


March 13th. Box 42. 7.05 p. m. Eagle square. Build- 
ing of brick construction. Business block. Owned by K. 
B. Miller. Occupied by Beardsley & Martin. Cause com- 
bustion. Value of building $35,000. Insurance on build- 
ing $29,012.50. Insurance paid on building $142.83. 


March 15th. Tel. call. 12.40 p. m. 119 Elm street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by 
Frank Coons. Occupied by William  Pomeroy. Cause man 
smoking in bed. Value of building $1,000. Insurance on 
building $1,000. Insurance paid on building $17.75. 


March 17th. Tel. call. 3.10 a. m. 155 Dawes avenue. 
House owned and occupied by Walter Moody. Cause cover- 
ing on steam pipe afire. No loss. 


March 21st. Tel. call. 7.50 p. m. 41 Linden street. 
House owned and occupied by James Faulkner. Cause rub- 
bish in cellar. No loss. _ 


March 21st. Tel. call. 1.15 a. m. 36 Commonwealth 
avenue. Cause burning mattress in yard owned and occupied 
by P. J. Moore. No loss. 


March 24th. Verbal call. 3.45 p. m. Smith street. 
Cause chimney fire in house owned and occupied by Wm. 
Smith. No loss. 
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March 26th. Verbal call. 10.15 a. m. 114 Fenn street. 
Cause chimney fire in house owned and occupied by Sancrino 
Massimong. No loss. 


March 28th. Tel. call. 12.30 a. m. 75 First street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by 
Charles Booth estate. Occupied by B. F. O’Connell. Cause 
careless use of match. Value of building $5,000. Insurance 
on building $3,500. Insurance paid on building $30. Value 
of contents $600. Insurance on contents $600. Insurance 
paid on contents . $15.85. 


March 28th. Box 31. 4.03 p. m. 195 Linden street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Berk- 
shire Leather Co. Cause spark from chimney. Value of 
building $4,000. Insurance on building $3,300. Insurance 
paid on building $150.25. 


March 31st. Tel. call. 6.05 a. m. 65 Taconic street. 
House owned by Mrs. Judge Colt. Occupied by H. D. Brig- 
ham. Cause meat burning in oven. No loss. 


April lst. Box 142. 3.32 p. m. Taylor street. Barn 
owned and occupied by James Mattoon. Cause children play- 
ing with matches. No loss. 


April 3rd. Tel. call. 3.00 p. m. Grass fire on land 
owned by Cornelius Hogencamp. Near Woodleigh avenue. 


April 4th. Tel. call. $8.35a. m. 51 Gale avenue. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occupied 
by John DeFreest. Cause defective chimney. Value of 
building $4,500. Insurance on building $3,000. Insurance 
paid on building $372.50. Value of contents $1,500. In- 
surance on contents $1,000. Insurance paid on contents 
$250. 


April 6th. Tel. call. 9.45 p. m. 263 North street. 
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V. M. C. A. Building. Cause smoke from gas oven. No 
loss. 


April 7th. Tel. call 1 a. m. Winship avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by 
Sophia Roscoe. Occupied by Wm. H. Hunter. Cause oyer- 
heated stove. Value of building $3,000. Insurance on build- 
ing $2,000. Insurance paid on building $2,000. Value of 
contents $500. Insurance on contents $500. Insurance paid 
on contents $500. 


April 7th. Tel. call. 8.00 p. m. South street. Cause 
electric car afire. 


April 9th. Tel. call. 3.35 p. m. 18 Crosier avenue. 
Building of-wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Henry 
Goddeau. Occupied by Arthur Harley. Cause children play- 
ing with matches. Value of building $3500. Insurance on 
building $2,300. Insurance paid on building $16. 


April llth. Tel. call. 1.30 p. m. Wendell avenue, 
Grass fire on Learned estate. 


April 12th. Box 431. 6.13 p. m. 114 Lenox avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Walter 
Crosier. Occupied by Charles Zerrin. Cause defective stove 
pipe. Value of building $4,500. Insurance on building $4,500. 
Insurance paid on building $2,300. "Value of contents $1,000. 
Insurance on contents $900. Insurance paid on contents 
$600. 


April 14th. Box 31. 9.09 a. m. 183 Linden street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Fred- 
erick Harvey. Occupied by John Bailey. Cause tar boil- 
ing over on stove. Value of building $8,500. Insurance 
on building $6,000. Insurance paid on building $30. 
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April 14th. Tel. call. 12.35 p. m. New Depot, West 
street. Cause cigarette, straw burning. - 


April 16th. Tel. call. 7.45 p.m. Hancock road. Build- 
ing of wood construction. House and barn. Owned and 
occupied by Charles Daniels. Cause defective chimney. 
Value of buildings $2,400. Insurance on building $2,400. 
Insurance paid on buildings $1,780.10. Value of contents 
$300. Insurance on contents $300. Insurance paid on con- 
tents $300. 


April 18th. Tel. call. 12.15 p. m. 268 North street. 
Y. M. C. A. Cause gas burning in oven. No loss. 


April 18th. Tel. call. 4.15 p. m. 716 North street. 
Grass fire on land owned by John Rohan. 


April 19th. Box 426. 8.09a.m. 8 Spring street. House 
owned by F. E. McSweeney. Occupied by Henry Stickles. 
Cause spontaneous combustion, in rubbish in cellar. No 
loss. 


April 19th. Box 372. 12.30 p. m. 311 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned 
by Henry J. Ryan. Occupied by G. W. Euker, Star Electric 
Co., Atlantic and Pacific Tea Co., Dorfman's Cigar Store, 
H. H. Butler, Clothier, H. Gitelman, Union Drug Co., Condron 
& Co., Liquor Co., Dr. Whitehouse, Daniel Walsh. Cause 
spontaneous combustion in rags. Value of building $85,000. 
Insurance on building $85,000. Insurance paid on building 
$4,850. Value of contents $42,750. Insurance on contents 
$37,000. Insurance paid on contents $06,228.22. 


April 28rd. Box39. 5.27 p.m. 580 North street. Straw 


afire on land owned by George White. Cause children play- 
ing with matches. 


April 25th. Box49. 8.23p.m. 719 Tyler street. Build- 
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ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Henry 
Traver. Occupied by F. B. Bleau. Cause cigar or cigarette 
set bed afire. Value of building $7,500. Insurance on build- 
ing $7,500. Insurance paid on building $40. Value of con- 
tents $1,000. Insurance on contents $1,000. Insurance paid 
on contents $35. 


April 26th. Tel. call. 5.35 p. m. 385 Jordan avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Jos- 
eph Ruccio. Occupied by Vito Teti. Cause smoking in bed. 
Value of building $4,000. Insurance on building $4,000. 
Insurance paid on building $60. Value of contents $800. 
Insurance on contents $800. Insurance paid on contents 
$100. 


April 29th. Box 57. 1.45 p. m. 14 Richardson street. 
House owned and occupied by Selvio Cozalelion. Cause 
careless use of matches. No loss. 


April 29th. Tel. call. 3.55 p. m. 48 Francis avenue. 
House owned by Mrs. Mary Smith. Occupied by Peter 
Rodgers. Cause kerosene oil stove. No loss. 


May 3rd. Box 24. 2.34a.m. 197 South street. Building 
of wood construction. Barn. Owned and occupied by Mc- 
Cormick & Joyce. Cause incendiary. Value of building 
$1,200. Insurance on building $800. Insurance paid on 
building $290. 


May 5th. Tel. call. 12.45a.m. 262 North street. Build- 
ing owned by Merrill estate. Occupied by Greek-American 
Fruit Co. Cause smoke from heater. No loss. 


May 8th. Box 431. 11.40 p. m. False alarm. 


May 9th. Box 431. 1.00 p. m. 39 Briggs avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned and occupied 
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by 8t. Charles’ Parish. Cause incendiary. Value of build- 
ing §1,500. Insurance on building $500. Insurance paid 
on building $500. Value of contents 8500. Insuranee on 
contents $300. Insurance paid on contents $20. 


May 9th. Box 5. 6.05 p. m. Bel Air Mill. Building 
of brick construction. Owned and occupied by James & E. 
H. Wilson. Cause fire in picker room. No loss. 


May 10th. Tel. call. 10.50 p.m. Street car afire. 


May llth. Box 426. 2.04 p. m. 91 Linden street. 
Children’s play house. Owned by John Calnan. Cause 
— — —,. No loss. 


May 15th. Box 54. 4.20 a. m. 397 East street. Build- 
ing owned and occupied by Peter Reagionc. Cause hot coals 
on floor. No loss. 


May 18th. Box 372. 6.55 p. m. 346 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Owned by Henry Ryan. 
Occupied by Louis Nadelson & John Kelly. Cause unknown. 
Value of building $60,000. Insurance on building $55,000. 
Insurance paid on building $224.35. Value of contents 
$7,400. Insurance on contents $5,300. Insurance paid on 
contents $1,775.28. 


May 19th. Tel. call. 2.50 p. m. Hancock road. Grass 
fire on land owned by F. H. Davis. 


May 19th. Tel. call. 9.25 p. m. Turner avenue. Rub- 
bish fire on land owned by George Burbank estate. 


May 20th. Box 372. 2.20 a. m. 307 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned 
by Henry Ryan. Occupied by Dorfman’s cigar store. Cause 
cigar or cigarette thrown in saw dust. Value of building 
$85,000. Insurance on building $85,000. Insurance paid 
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on building $503. Value of contents $6,000. Insurance on 
contents $3,599. Insurance paid on contents $1,644. 


May 21st. Tel. call. 10.30 a. m. 490 Tyler street. 
Building owned by Frank Poltras. Occtipied by Charles 
Hammond. Cause smoking hamis in cellar. No loss 


May 21st. Tel. call. 10.80 p. m. 94 Elm street. Ice 
house. Owned and occupied by Kline Bros. Cause children 
playing with matches. No loss. 


May 22nd. Tel. call. 8.40 a. m. 42 and 44 Summer 
street. Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned 
by Yon Bros. Catise cateless use of matches. Value of 
building $50,000. Insurance on building $43,000. Insur- 
ance paid on building $10. Value of contetits $15,000. In- 
surance on contents $13,200. Insurance paid on contents 


$10. 


May 28rd. Box 39. 12.07 a. m. 41 Bradford street. 
Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned 
by England Bros. Occupied by Jacob M. Katz. Furni- 
ture store. Cause incendiary. Value of building $140,000. 
Insurance on building $116,000. Insurance paid on building 
$345. Value of contents $2,000. Insurance on contents $2,000. 
Insurance paid on contents $800. 


May 23rd. Box 39. 8.08 p.m. 11 Linden street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned by Thomas Enright. Occupied 
by M. F. Quinn. No loss. 


May 28rd. Tel. call. 8.22 p. m. 30 Taylor street. 
Cause chimney fire in house owhed and occupied by John 
Barker. No loss. 


May 24th. Tel. call. 1.15 p.m. 56 North John street. 
Cause chitnney fire in bakery owned and occupied by Joseph 
Scalse. No loss. 
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May 24th. Tel. call. 7.30 p.m. William street. Cause 


chimney fire in house owned and occupied by Walter S. Cobb. 
No loss. | 


May 26th. Box 12. 10.30 p. m. 28 Chickering street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Jos- 
eph Ressler. Occupied by J. E. Harrington, and C. L. Cline. 
Cause defective chimney. Value of building $0,000. In- 
surance on building $4,000. Insurance paid on building 
$1,200. Value of contents $2,000. Insurance on contents 
$2,000. Insurance paid on contents $394. 


May 30th. Tel. call 7.10 p. m. 227 Linden street. 
Fire in rubbish in cellar of house owned by Gilbert West. 
Occupied by Wm. Stevenson. Cause children playing with 
matches. No loss. 


May 31st. Verbal call. 2.15 p. m. Grass fire on land 
owned by Pomeroy estate. 


June 7th. Box 42. 3.05 a. m. 287 to 297 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Business block. Building 
of wood construction. Barn. Owned by James M. Burns. 
Occupied by C. C. Gamwell, T. E. Curtin, Thos. Lew, N. H. 
Ranney, Atherton Furniture Co. Cause unknown. Value 
of buildings $184,500. Insurance on building $167,754. In- 
surance paid on building $25,739. Value of contents $148,951. 
Insurance on contents $124,108. Insurance paid on contents 
$42,833.87. 


June 8th. Box 372. 7.57 a.m. 287 to 297 North street. 
Needless call, to ruins of fire of June 7th. 


June 12th. Tel. call. 12.50 p.m. 58 Hull avenue. Grass 
fire on land owned by Mrs. Dittman. 


June 13th. Box 5. 11.13 p. m. James street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Tool house owned and occupied 
by James O'Brien. Cause mischievous boys. No loss. 
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June 14th. Tel. call. 3.15 p. m. 140 Bartlett avenue. 
Building owned and occupied by Miss Florence Learned. Cause 
cigar or cigarette. No loss. 


June 15th. Tel. call. 12.40 p. m. 51 Seymour street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and oc- 
cupied by P. Silikowitz. Cause careless use of matches. Val- 
ue of building $3,000. Insurance on building $2,000. In- 
surance paid on building $1,000. Value of contents $1,000. 
Insurance on contents $700. Insurance paid on contents $10. 


June 15th. "Tel. call. 6.05 p. m. 20 High street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned by Gimlich & White. Occupied 
by Frank Farrell. No loss. 


June 20th. Box 53. 2.25a.m. 46 Willard place. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by R. P. Roy. 
Occupied by J. N. Maston and Roman Puchalske. Cause 
overheated kerosene heater. Value of building $4,000. In- 
surance on building $3,000. Insurance paid on building $3,000. 
Value of contents $1,700. Insurance on contents $500. In- 
surance paid on contents $——. 


June 21st. Box 142. 9.20p.m. 360 South street. Build- 
ing of wood construction.. Dwelling. Owned by Whipple 
estate. Occupied by N. H. Ranney. Cause defective chim- 
ney. Value of building $6,000. Insurance on building $4,500. 
Insurance paid on building $23.15. 


June 23rd. Tel. call. 9.00 a. m. 45 Hazel place. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Floyd Good- 
rich. Cause rags left from painting in cellar. Value of build- 
ing $1,500. Insurance on building $2,000. Insurance paid 
on building $60. 


June 24th. Box 35. 8.42 p.m. Rear of 140 West street. 
Building of brick and wood construction. Barn and shed. 
Owned by E. H. Robbins. Occupied by J. M. Sullivan. C.H. 
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Cooper, John S. Wolfe Co. Cause incendiary. Value of con- 
tents $6,100. Insurance ot contents$ 6,100. Insurance paid 
on contents $3,250. 


June 25th. Box33. 8.55 p.m. 19 Highland street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Joseph Mati- 
giol. Oceupied by Sylvester Fitch. Cause kefosene lamp ex- 
ploded. Value of building $4,500. Insutance on building 
$4,000. Insurance paid on bitilding $30. 


June 26th. Box 5. 11.46 a. m. Rear of 18 Peck’s road. 
Building of brick and wood consttuction. Bakery. Owned and 
occupied by P. S. Selikowitz. Cause defective stove pipe. 
Value of building $10,500. Insurance on building $9,000. In- 
surance paid on building $448. 


June 26th. Tel. call. 12.25 p. m. Grass fite on land 
owned by Edward Murphy. 


June 26th. Box 432. 3.11 p. m. 20 Appletree avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned by Mrs. 
George Burbank. Occupied by J. J. Callahan, E. F. Hatch, 
L. D. Case, W. J. Shultz. Cause boys smoking. Value of 
building $13,500. Insurance on building $9,000. Insurance 
paid on building $3,018. Value of contents $5,000. Insur- 
ance on contents $4,300. Insurance paid on contents $1,566.75. 


June 30th. Box 372. 11.47 p. m. 301-321 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned by 
Henry J. Ryan. Occupied by H. H. Butler, Union Drug Co., 
Dorfman Cigar store. Cause incendiary. Value of building 
$85,000. Insurance on building $84,000. Insurance paid on 
building $360. Value of contents $8,000. Insurance on con- 
tents $7,000. Insurance paid on contents $500. 


July 3rd. "Tel. call. 9.25 a. m. Pleasant street. . Cause 
oil stove in cooking tent, of Blue Ribbon Circus. 
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July 4th. Box 27. 12.58 a.m. 220 West street.. Cause 
fire-crackef in rubbish. No loss. 


Jüly 6th. Box 39. 7.35 p. m. Blaisdell block, North 
street. Occupied by H. Lazarus. Cause cleariitig clothes 
with gasolene. No loss. 


July 8th. Box 35. 2.05a.m. 45 Clapp avenue. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Store-house. Building owned by 
W. G. Morton. Occupied by F. G. Guilds Co. Value of 
building $4,000. Insurance on building $3250. Insurance 
paid on building $908. Cause incendiary. 


July 9th. Box 42. 1.30 a. m. 63 Eagle street. Build- 
ing of brick and wood construction. Business block. Owned 
by E. D. Pritchard. Occupied by Jacobson & Brandow Co. 
Cause electric soldering iron. Value of building $40,000. In- 
surance on building $30,000. Insurance paid on building $5.65. 


July 10th. Box 35. 3-29a.m. 45 Clapp avenue. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Store. Owned by W. G. Morton. 
Occupied by S. B. Rothkoff. Cause incendiary. Value of 
building $800. Insurance on building $625. Insurance paid 
on building $232. Insurance on contents $4,000. Value of cori- 
tents $4,300. Insurance paid on contents $2,750.83. 


July 15th. Tel. call. 11-16 a.m. Corner First and Eagle 
streets. Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned 
by Peter Cimini. Occupied by Italians. Cause open stove 
pipe hole. No loss. - 


July 21st. Tel. call. 5.30a.m. 86 Turner avenue. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Store Owned by John Gassow. 
Occupied by Charles Smith. Cause cigarette. Value of cori- 
tents $1,000. Insurance on contents $1,500. Insurance paid 
on contents $300. 
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July 21st. Box43. 1-25p.m. Methodist church. Cause 
lightning. No fire. Value of building $90,000. Insurance 
on building $50,000. Insurance paid on building $650. 


July 21st. Box 431. 1.35p.m. 43 Briggs avenue. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occupied 
by Thomas Stanley. Cause lightning. No fire. Value of 
building $3,000. Insurance on building $1,500. Insurance 
paid on building $22. 


July 21st. Box 26. 11.40p.m. N.Y.. N. H. & H. R. R. 
Freight Depot. Freight car afire. Cause incendiary. 


July 22nd. Tel. call. 1.45 p. m. Dump afire near Turner 
avenue. 


August 9th. Tel. call. 3.20 p. m. 58 Pomeroy avenue. 
Chicken coop owned by Charles Smith. Cause boys having 
bonfire in yard. No loss. 


.Aug.llth. Tel.call. 3.20p.m. 10 Whipple street. Cause 
bonfire in yard of Tony Spensoe. No loss. 


Aug. 12th. Tel. call. 4.20p.m. 42and 50 Summer street. 
Building owned by Yon Bros. Occupied by Albert Martin. 
Cause pan of molasses boiled over on stove. No loss. 


Aug. 21st. Tel. call. 12.35 p. m. 68 Dartmouth street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by C. B. 
Lindholm. Occupied by Joseph Goodrow. Cause lightning 
striking house. No fire. Value of the building $2,900. In- 
surance on building $2,900. Insurance paid on building $141. 


Aug. 22nd. Box42. 11.22 p.m. 68 Eagle street. Build- 
ing of brick construction. Business block. Owned by E. D. 
Pritchard. Occupied by Sperry € Hutchinson. Cause in- 
cendiary. Value of building $40,000. Insurance on build- 
ing $30,000. Insurance paid on building $11.50. 
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Aug. 23rd. Tel. call. 7.23a.m. 519 East street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Earesto 
Marchiso. Occupied by Henry Mussiso. Cause defective 
chimney. Value of building $1,500. Insurance on building 
$1,200. Insurance paid on building $30. 


Aug. 25th. Tel. call. 4.15 a. m. North street. Bridge 
over B. & A. R. R. tracks. No loss. 


Aug. 25th. Tel. call. 10.30a.m. Dump afire near Turner 
avenue. 


Aug. 26th. Box 321. 1.20 p. m. 17 Terrace avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned and occupied 
by Harry Skoletsky. Cause children playing with matches. 
Value of building $2,575. Insurance on building $2,050. In- 
surance paid on building $75. 


Aug. 26th. Tel. call. 2.10 p. m. Fire in dump near 
Turner avenue. 


Aug. 26th. Tel.call. 10.20p.m. 24Southstreet. Broken 
steam pipe in Wendell building. 


Aug. 29th. Box 312. 3.35 p. m. 141 Daniels avenue. 
Building owned by Henry Beaudion. Occupied by John Elser. 
Cause children playing with matches. No loss. 


Aug. 3lst. Box 57. 1.59 a. m. 50 Richardson street. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned and occupied 
by Henry Silono. Value of building $150. Insurance on build- 
ing $100. Insurance paid on building $100. Value of con- 
tents $150. Insurance on contents $125. Insurance paid on 
contents $75. Cause cigarette. 


Sept. 4th. Tel. call. 5.20 p. m. Cause automobile afire 
on South street. 
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Sept. 4th. Tel. call. 7.15 p.m. Corner North and Sum- 
mer streets. Cause gasolene totch in popcorn wagon. Na loss. 


Sept. 7th. Box 9. 2.34 a. m. 127 Wahconah street. Build- 
ing of brick construction. Stores and Dwelling. Owned by 
joseph Lacky. Occupied by Jacob Kolowitz. Cause incen- 
diary. Value of building $6,000. Insurance on building $4,700. 
Insurance paid on building $394. Value of contents $1,200. 
Insurance on contents $1,200. Insurance paid on contents 
$350. 


Sept. 7th. Tel. call. 10.45 p. m. Lenox avenue. Cause 
boys playing with matches in play house. No loss. 


Sept. 10th. Tel. call. 2.55 a. m. 198 Dewey avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Shed. Owned by Peter Cooper. 
Cause lighted match. Value of building. $4,000. Insurance 
on building $3,000. Insurance paid on building $149.75. 


Sept. 10th. Tel. call. 2.03 p. m. Y. M. C. A., North 
street. Cause tar kettle. No loss. 


Sept. 10th. Tel. call. 3.21 p.m. 20 Fenn street. Build- 
ing owned by Agricultural Bank. Occupied by P. E. Swartz. 
Cause torch set fire to benzine. No loss. 


Sept. 10th. Box 34. 10.00 p. m. 16 Francis avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by L. F. 
Sperry estate. Occupied by George Hubbard and James Kline. 
Cause hot ashes in wooden box. Value of building $3,000. In- 
surance oh building $1,000. Insurance paid on building $307.75. 


Sept. 12th. Box34. 6.43p.m. 19 Dewey avenue. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Mrs. John 
Enright. Occupied by George Avery. Cause kerosene lamp. 
Value of building $2,000. Insurance on building $900. In- 
surance paid on building $184.11. Value of contents $500. In- 
surance on contents $500. Insurance paid on contents $195.75. 
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Sept. 17th. Tel. call. 3.55 p.m. 79 Eagle street. Cause 
boys having benfire on land owned by Pittsfield Electric Com- 
| pany. 


Sept. 20th. Tel. call. 12.30 p. m. Cause spark from lo- 
cometive set fire to fence near Silver Lake Mill. No loss. 


Sept. 21st. Verbal call. 5.48 p. m. City Hall Cause 
cigar or cigarette on awning. No loss. 


Sept. 22nd. Tel. cal. 11.00a.m. 20 Fenn street. Need- 
less eall. No fire. 


Sept. 22nd. Tel. cali. 2.15 p. m. 32 West street. Berk- 
shire Life Building. Cause starting fire in stove. No less. 


Sept. 23rd. Box 37. 1.45 p. m. 154 Robbins avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by Karl Secunda. Cause gas fire set fire to clothes on line. 
Value of building $3000. Insurance on building $3,000. In- 
surance paid on building $744.81. Value of contents $1,500. 
Insurance on contents $1,500. Insurance paid on contents 
$036.67. 


Sept. 28th. Tel. call. 10.56a.m. 110 Fenn street. Cause 
chimney fire in building owned by Leo Zanders. No loss. 


Sept. 28th. Tel. call. 1.50 p.m. 487 Peck's road. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Mrs. Ann 
Burlingame. Occupied by Martilda Johnson. Cause defective 
chimney. Value of contents $500. Insurance on contents 
$500. Insurance paid on contents $22.10. 


Sept. 28th. Tel. call. 6.04 p. m. 175 Wendell avenue. 


Building owned and occupied by Daniel England. Cause 
children playing with matches. No loss. 


Oct. 2nd. Tel. call. 8.55 a. m. 171 Wahconah street. 
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Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Robert 
Kelly. Occupied by Arthur Whitehead. Cause starting fire 
with kerosene. No loss. | 


Oct. 13th. "Tel. call. 6.10 p. m. 51 Lake street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned by Francis McSweeney. Occu- 
pied by Alice Richards. No loss. 


Oct. 20th. Tel. call. 10.49a.m. 340 Onota street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling owned by J. M. Steven- | 
son Co. Occupied by George Hinckley. Cause kerosene lamp 
exploded. Value of building $1,500. Insurance on building 
$1,200. Insurance paid on building $20. Value of contents 
$1,000. Insurance on contents $1,000. Insurance paid on 
contents $121.25. 


Oct. 24th. Tel. call. 9.25 p.m. Lanesboro road. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Barn. Owned and occupied by 
Francis Davis. Cause incendiary. Value of building $500. 
Insurance on building $500. Insurance paid on building $500. 
Value of contents $336. Insurance on contents $336. In- 
surance paid on contents $336. 


Oct. 25th. Tel. call. 1.25p.m. 22 Spring street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned and occupied by Mary Flynn. No 
loss. 


Oct. 27th. Tel. call. 4.40 a. m. Peck’s road. Building 
owned and occupied by Pizzefski & Co., bakery. Cause cigar 
or cigarette set fire to grease. No loss. 


Oct. 29th. Tel. call. 11.82 a.m. 307 Linden street. No 
fire. | 


Nov. 6th. Tel.call 3.52p.m. 84 Robbins avenue. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by L. Primerano. 
Occupied by James Sermoco. Cause careless use of matches. 
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Value of contents $500. Insurance on contents $500. In- 
surance paid on contents $38.45. 


Nov. 6th. Box29. 8.25 p.m. 60 Elizabeth street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by E. Williams. 
Occupied by Dr. G. N. Kinnell, and C. W. Case. Cause boys 
experimenting with electricity in attic. Value of building 
$7,000. Insurance on building $6,000. Insurance paid on 
building $2,000. Value of contents $4,500. Insurance on con- 
tents $4,500. Insurance paid on contents $2,204. 


Nov. 7th. Box 29. 6.12a.m. 60 Elizabeth street. Build- 
ing owned by E. Williams. Needless call. 


Nov. 7th. Box 324. 11.50 p.m. False alarm. 
Nov. 9th. Box 33. 9.46 p.m. False alarm. 


Nov. 10th. Tel. call. 8.35 p. m. Benedict road. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Barn. Owned and occupied by 
Russell Allen. Cause tramp in barn. Value of building $800. 
Insurance on building $800. Insurance paid on building $800. 
Loss on contents unknown. 


Nov. 13th. Tel. call. 2.45 a. m. 619 West Housatonic 
street. Building of wood construction. Bakery. Owned and 
occupied by Joseph Sangovanni. Cause by coals from oven. 
Value of building $1,700. Insurance on building $1,700. In- 
surance paid on building $750. Value of contents $489.61. 
Insurance on contents $445. Insurance paid on contents $445. 


Nov. 16th. Box 28. 6.34p.m. 28 North street. Build- 
ing of brick construction. Carpet and wall paper store. Owned 
and occupied by Prince & Walker. Cause electric current left 
on heater for glue kettle. Value of building $24,000. Insur- 
ance on building $19,000. Insurance paid on building $590. 
Value of contents $24,508. Insurance on contents $20,000. 
Insurance paid on contents $2,236.17. 
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Nov. 17th. Box 41. 12.48 a.m. 122 to 130 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned by 
England Brothers. Cause fire in rubbish box on second floor 
by cigar or cigarette. No loss. 


Nov. 18th. Tel. call. 4.00p.m. 1446 West street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned by Harvey Smith estate. Oc- 
cupied by Benjamin Ethier. No loss. 


Nov. 21st. Tel. call. 12.37 p.m. 575 Onota street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Berkshire 
Woolen and Worsted Co. Occupied by Patrick Burns. Cause 
hot ashes in wooden box. No loss. 


Nov. 22nd. Tel. call. 7.35a.m. 9 Crescent street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned by James Doyle. Occupied by 
Italians. No loss. 


Nov. 22nd. Tel. call. 5.50p.m. Rear of 29 Kent avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned by Jerry Mes- 
ser. Occupied by Alfred Duphrey. Cause cigarette. Value 
of building $500. Insurance on building $400. Insurance 
paid on building $400. 


Nov. 23rd. Tel. call. 1.40 a. m. East street. Cause 
dump afire. 


Nov. 23rd. Tel. call. 2.10p.m. 95 Linden street. Need- 
less call. No fire. 


Nov. 24th. Box 312. 11.22 p. m. 282 Francis avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Store and dwelling. Owned 
by Mrs. Nicolo Pignone. Cause defective stove pipe. Value 
of building $2,500. Insurance on building $2,000. Insurance 
paid on building $590. Value of contents $1,200. Insurance 
on contents $1,100. Insurance paid on contents $185. 


Nov. 27th. Tel. call. 1.00 a. m. 121 Dewey avenue. 
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Building of wood construction. Dwelling owned by Susan 
Mooney. Occupied by Tony Porcaro. Cause cigarette thrown 
into wood box. Value of building $2,000. Insurance on build- 
ing $1,200. Insurance paid on building $200. Value of con- 
tents $200. Insurance on contents $500. Insurance paid on 
contents $98.90. 


December Ist. Box 9. 3.37 p. m. 85 Wahconah street. 
Building of wood construction. Stores and Dwelling. Owned 
by Isidor Herman. Occupied by Isidor Herman and M. Cop- 
polins. Cause cigarette thrown in toilet room. Value of build- 
ing $4,500. Insurance on building $3,800. Insurance paid on 
building $783.50. "Value of contents $200. Insurance on con- 
tents $200. Insurance paid on contents $21. 


. Dec. 2nd. Box 42. 7.47 p.m. 255 North street. Cause 
cigarette fire in rubbish barrel in C. W. Wright block. No loss. 


Dec. 5th. Box 36. 12.47 p.m. 2 Crescent street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned by Mrs. Mary Smith. Occupied 
' by Wm. Lynch. No loss. 


Dec. 5th. Tel. call. 3.57 p. m. Crofut street. Grass 
fire on land owned by Dr. Colt. 


Dec. 7th. Verbal call. 58.50 a. m. 56 Elm street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned by Mrs. Julia Crofort. Occupied 
by H. A. Roberts. No loss. 


Dec. 7th. Tel. call. 9.00 a.m. 154 North street. Cause 
cigarette. Awning fire at Shipton building. 


Dec. 11th. Tel. call. 11.45p.m. 412 Tyler street. Cause 
rubbish afire under building owned by Joseph Tristany. Oc- 
cupied by John Fontano. 


Dec. 12th. Tel. call. 10.45 p.m. 124 North street. Fire 
in toilet room in England Bros. Block. Cause cigar or cigarette. 
No loss. 
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Dec. 12th. Box 372. 11.20p.m. 316 North street. Build- 
ing of brick construction. Business block. Owned by England 
Bros. Cause cigar or cigarette thrown in waste box. No loss. 


Dec. 13th. Box 42. 1.31a. m. 87 to 101 Fenn street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Business block. Owned by Allen 
Bagg. Occupied by A. F. Dodge, Klein Bros., A. L. Disbrow, 
Harry Fong, Pfeiffer & Cheyne. Cause defective chimney. 
Value of building $15,000. Insurance on building $13,000. In- 
surance paid on building $2,000. Value of contents 
Insurance on contents —— . Insurance paid on con- 
tents. 


Dec. 13th. Box 24. 3.30 p.m. 120 South street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occupied by 
Dr. W. W. Leavitt. Cause lighted match thrown in waste 
paper basket. 


Dec. 13th. Tel.call. 4.35 p. m. 18 Atwood avenue. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned by L. L. Atwood. Occupied by | 
George Spunburg. No loss. 


Dec. 15th. Tel. call. 7.45 p. m. 43 Francis avenue.. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling owned by Peter Marvin. 
Occupied by Karpel Halperin. Cause children playing with 
matches. Value of building 


Dec. 16th. Tel. call. 12.50p.m. 288 Dalton road. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Jacob Fresia. 
Occupied by Louis Medrozo, Ed. Maggiorino, Joe Bartolo. 
Cause careless use of matches. Value of building $2,500. In- 
surance on building $2,500. Insurance paid on building $130. 
Value of contents $500. Insurance on contents $500. In- 
surance paid on contents $49. | 


Dec. 17th. Box 32. 4.15 p. m. 326 Columbus avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Antonio 
Chichetto. Unoccupied. Cause thawing water pipe. Value 
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of building $5,000. Insurance on building $5,000. Insurance 
paid on building $47.85. 


Dec. 17th. Tel. call. 8.47 p. m. 326 Columbus avenue. 
Second call to house owned by Antonio Chichetto. No fire. 


Dec. 18th. Box 82. 7.10 p.m. 2 Goodrich street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling owned and occupied by 
Frank Bradley. Cause mice and matches. Value of build- 
ing 


Dec. 19th. Tel. call. 4.53 p.m. Danforth avenue. Ed- 
ward Cappino. Automobile afire. No loss. 


Dec. 20th. Box 38. 3.27 p.m. 14 Park street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Morse Plating Works. Owned 
and occupied by Harry West. Cause mice and matches. Value 
of building $4,000. Insurance on building $3,500. Insurance 
paid on building $50. Value of contents $3,000. Insurance 
on contents $2,500. Insurance paid on contents $50. 


Dec. 24th. Box 46. 8.08a.m. 44 Lincoln street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occupied 
by Isadore Margolin. Cause fire from boiler set fire to wood 
pile. 


Dec. 25th. Box 31. 3.10 a.m. 24 King street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Wm. Ressi. 
Occupied by Wm. Ressi. Cause unknown. 


Dec. 25th. Tel. call. 8.05 p. m. East street. Small 
wooden building owned and occupied by City of Pittsfield, as 
a tool house. Cause kerosene stove. No loss. 


Dec. 26th. Tel. call. 8.55 p.m. 35 Worthington place. 
Cause a chimney fire in house owned by L. A. Pomeroy. Oc- 
cupied by Sanford Desmond. No loss. 
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Dec. 26th. Tel. call. 9.15 p. m. 241 Onota street. Cause 
chimney fire in house owned and occupied by Daniel Gorman. 
No loss. | 


Dec. 28th. Tel. call. 5.15 p.m. 159 North street. Build- 
ing owned by Charles Burbank. Occupied by William Mara. 
Cause cigar or cigarette dropped in window grating in sidewalk. 
No loss. 


Dec. 31st. Tel. call. 5.59 p. m. 119 East street. Need- 
less call. No fire. 


LOSSES BY FIRE DURING YEAR 1914. 


Value of buildings involved, $1,679,133 00 
Value of contents involved, 883,251 69 

$2,562,984 69 
Insurance on buildings involved, — $1,422,141 50 | 


Insurance on contents involved, 795,244 40 

$2,217,385 90 
Insurance loss on buildings, $93,391 06 
Insurance loss on contents, 131,770 25 

$ 225,161 81 
Uninsured loss on buildings, None 
Uninsured loss on contents, None 
Insured and Uninsured loss for year, $225,161 31 


(F. G. Button loss on contents not paid, fire in January.) 
(M. J. Matheson loss on contents not paid, fire in June.) 


VALUATIONS OF BUILDINGS INVOLVED 1914. 


January, $426,108 00 
February, | 72,000 00 
March, d 99,500 00 
April, ; 120,900 00 


May, 343,700 00 


141 


June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


313,000 00 
137,800 00 
47,125 00 
18,000 00 
3,000 00 
39,000 00 
59,000 00 
$1,679,133 00 


VALUATION OF CONTENTS INVOLVED 1914. 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June,’ 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


$510,592 58 


9,356 00 
43,313 50 
47,555 00 
32,900 00 
171,151 00 
5,300 00 
150 00 
3,700 00 
2,336 00 
32.197 61 
24,700 00 

$883,251 69 


INSURANCE ON BUILDINGS 1914. 


January, 
February, 


March, 
‘April, 
May, 
June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 


$365,450 00 
59,200 00 
88,312 50 

116,700 00 
304,300 00 
283,254 00 
85,375 00 
36,250 00 
12,600 00 
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October, 2,500 00 
November, . 31,100 00 
December, 37,100 00 


$1,422,141 50 


INSURANCE ON CONTENTS 1914. 


January, $479,575 00 
February, 9,000 00 
March, 37,065 50 
April, 41,500 00 
May, 26,389 90 
June, 141,708 00 
July, 5,500 00 
August, 125 00 
September, 3,700 00 
October, 2,336 00 
November, 27,045 00 


December, 21,300 00 
| — $795,244 40 


INSURANCE PAID ON BUILDINGS 1914. 


January, $24,406 O1 
February, 4,626 20 
March, 7,338 58 
April, 11,448 60 
May, 3,072 35 
June, 32,628 15 
July, 1,815 65 
August, 357 50 
September, 1,781 42 
October, 545 00 
November, 533 00 


December, 4,838 60 
—— $93,391 06 
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INSURANCE PAID ON CONTENTS 1914. 


86 
43 


January, $39,341 
February, 3,512 
March, 16,180 
April, | 8,013 
May, 4,643 28 
June, 47,161 
July, 3,050 
August, | 19 
September, 1,504 ; 
October, | 482 
November, 5,207 
December, 2,597 


$131,770 25 


PITTSFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


CENTRAL STATION—Allen Street. 


Telephone 149. 


MORNINGSIDE STATION—Tyler Street. 


Telephone 849. 


LOCATION OF FIRE ALARM BOXES. 


Taconic Mill, James & E. H. Wilson. 


Wahconah Street, corner Pontoosuc Avenue. 


Pontoosuc Woolen Mfg. Co. Mill. 
S. N. & C. Russell Mfg. Co. Mill: 


Berkshire Woolen & Worsted Co. Mill. 
Wahconah Street corner Briggs Avenue. 


East Housatonic Street, corner Chickering Strect. 


Pomeroy Avenue, corner Broad Strect. 
South Street, corner George Street. 
East Street, corner Willis Street. 


16. 
17. 
IS. 
19. 
21. 
23. 
24. 
20. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
Ə7. 
38. 
39. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
56. 


m 


Di. 
62. 
495. 
82. 
85. 
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East Street, corner Elm Street. 

Appleton Avenuc, corner East Housatonic Street. 
Appleton Avenue, corner Dawes Avenue. 

Elm Street, corner Newell Strect. 

Woodleigh Avenue, corner South Merriam Street. 
South Church Street, corner Hurlburt Street. 
South Street, corner East Housatonic Strect. 
West Housatonic Street, opposite Mill Street. 
Mill Street, near Standard Oil Co.’s Office. 

West Street, corner New West Street. 

South Street, corner West Street. 

Elizabeth Street, corner Buel Street. 

Linden Street, corner Dewey Avenue. 

Columbus Avenue, opposite John Street. 

King Street, corner Von Nida Street. 

West Street, corner Dewey Avenue. 

Depot Street, corner McKay Street. 

Columbus Avenue, corner Daniels Avenue. 
Bradford Street, corner Francis Avenue. 

North Street, corner Burbank Street. 

North Street, corner Maplewood Avenue. 

North Street, corner School Street. 

North Street, opposite American House. 

Fenn Street, corner Pearl Street. 

Fourth Street, corner Fenn Street. 

Wellington Avenue, corner Lincoln Street. 
Brown Street, corner Curtis Street. 

Burbank Street, opposite Spring Street. 

Tyler Street, corner Dalton Avenue. 

Second Street, corner Lake Street. 

Berkshire Street Railway Co. Power House (Private). 
Lower East Street, beyond Silver Lake. 

East Street, near Pittsfield Coal Gas Co. 

Longview Avenue (Lakewood). 

Seymour Street, corner Kent Avenue. 

House of Mercy(Private). 

Church Street, corner Goodrich Street. 

Berkshire County Home for Aged Women (Private). 
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92. General Electric Co. (Private). 
131. Wendell Avenue, near Broad Street. 
132. East Housatonic Strect, corner Bartlett Avenue. 
142. South and Crofut Streets. | 
143. South Street, corner Cole Avenuc. 
233. Eaton, Crane & Pike Co. Factory (Private). 
246. Center Street, corner Worthington Street. 
312. Madison Avenue, corner Francis Avenue. 
321. Linden Street, near Terrace Avenue. 
324. Onota Street, near Lake Avenue. 
334. Division Street, corner Robbins Avenue. 
341. West Street, beyond S. P. Briggs residence. 
361. Columbus Avenue, opposite Berkshire Lumber Co. 
372. North Street, corner Union Street. 
421. Glenwood Avenue, corner Stoddard Avenue. 
423. Tyler Street, corner Myrtle Street. 
424. First Strect, near Adam Street. 
425. Fenn Street, corner Second Street. 
426. Lincoln Street, corner Oak Street. 
431. Briggs Avenue, between Weller and Pontoosuc Avenue 
432. North Street, corner Springside Avenue. 
434. Lenox Avenue, corner Fairview Avenue. 
452. -Dalton Avenue, corner Harvard Street. 
2. Fire Out or Under Control. 

No School—Two Blasts at 7.45 A. M. 

Militia—Ten Blasts. 

Second Alarm—One Blast and Box repeated. 

In calling Fire Department by telephone, whether the line 
is busy or not, just say: “Fire Department, Emergency.” 


In conclusion, I wish to express my appreciation of the 
able manner in which the officers and members of the depart- 
ment have performed the duties required of them, and to 
thank the Mayor, the Fire Department Committee, members 
of the City Government, and others who have in any way as- 
sisted the department in attaining its high standing; also 
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the Chief of Police and the force under his command, for the 
able performance of the duties required of them in  connec- 
tion with this department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM C. SHEPARD, 
Chief Engineer Fire Department. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


TAX COLLECTOR. 


PITTSFIELD, Mass., Feb. 23, 1915. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council:— 
GENTLEMEN :—I submit herewith the twenty-fourth annual ` 


report of the office of the Tax Collector for the year ending 
December 31, 1914. 


1910. 

TAX. 
Outstanding Collected $117 25 
Jan. 1, 1914, $117 25 Interest, 6 80 

Interest, 6 80 

$124 05 $124 05 

1911. 

Tax. 
Outstanding Collected, $50,239 72 
Jan. 1, 1914, $8,367 64  Abated, 3,156 92 
Costs, 29 00 Interest, 951 52 


Interest, 951 52 


$9,348 16 $9,348 16 
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STREET SPRINKLING. 


Outstanding Collected, $195 32 
Jan. 1, 1914, $216 51  Abated, 21 19 
$210 51 $216 51 


SEWER APPORTIONMENT. 


Outstanding Collected, $31 17 
Jan. 1, 1914, $31 17 

$31 17 $31 17 

1912. 

Tax. 
Outstanding Collected, $29,051 72 
Jan. 1, 1914, $47,376 92 Abated, 9,039 19 
Interest, 3,089 82 Interest, 3,089 82 
Uncollected, 9,286 01 
$50,466 74 $50,466 74 


STREET SPRINKLING. 


Outstanding Collected, $776 67 
Jan. 1, 1914, $1,018 51 Abated, 4 61 
Uncollected, 232 23 

Error in Outstand- 
ing, 2 00 
$1,018 51 $1,018 51 

SEWER APPORTIONMENT. 

Outstanding Collected, $54 95 


Jan. 1, 1914, $87 36  Uncollected, 32 41 


$S7 36 $87 36 


Outstanding 


Jan. 1, 1914, 


Interest, 


Outstanding 


Jan. 1, 1914, 


Outstanding 


Jan. 1, 1914, 


Warrant, 
Re-assessed, 
Added, 
Interest, 


Warrant, 
Re-assessed, 
Added, 
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1913. 

Tax. 

Collected, 
Abated, 
Interest, 
Uncollected, 


$111,589 44 
2.360 83 


$113,950 27 


STREET SPRINKLING. 


| Collected, 
$1,894 S4 Uncollected, 


$1,894 S4 


SEWER APPORTIONMENT. 
Collected, 
$348 74 Uncollected, 


$548 74 


1914. 
TAX. 


$832,471 41 
1,138 01 
997 34 

647 15 


Collected, 
Abated, 
Interest, 
Uncollected, 


$835,253 91 


STREET SPRINKLING. 


$14,320 56 Collected, 
4 40 Abated, 
10 25 Uncollected, 


$14,335 21 


$62,389 
327 
2,360 
48,872 


$113,950 


$858 
1,036 


$1,894 
$130 
218 


$348 


$654,649 
5,557 
647 
174,399 


$835,253 


$10,691 


328 : 
3,315 | 


$14,335 2 


38 
50 
83 
50 


bo 
~J 


16 
OS 


S4 


53 


Warrant, 
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$622 14 


$622 14 


SEWER APPORTIONMENT. 


Collected, $384 
Uncollected, 237 
$622 


SEWER APPORTIONMENT INTEREST. 


Warrant, 


Warrant, 


Outstanding 

Jan. 1, 1914, 
Warrant April 30, 
Added July 31, 
Added Dec. 31, 
Warrant Oct. 31, 


Outstanding 

Jan. 1, 1914, 
Warrant Jan. $, 
Warrant April 10, 
Warrant July 3, 
Warrant Oct. 7, 


$97 30 


$07 30 


Collected, $51 : 
Uncollected, 46 
$97 


ExcisE Tax. 


$5,055 85 


$5,955 85 


Collected, $5,955 


SCHEDULED WATER. 


$9,479 86 
42,060 24 
1,968 52 
1,701 68 
40,941 24 


$95,451 54 


METERED WATER. 


$281 26 
20,510 47 
18,402 88 
17,719 38 
18,478 92 


$75,392 91 


65 
49 


14 


Collected, $66,902 97 
Discount, 15,435 63 
Abated, 0,290 19 
Outstanding 
Dec. 31,1914, 3,822 75 
$95,451 54 
Collected, $60,213 62 
Discount, .. 14,083 57 
Abated, 631 75 
Outstanding 
Dec. 31, 913 97 
$75,392 91 
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WATER WORKS MAINTENANCE. 


Warrant, $11,698 29 Collected, 
$11,698 29 
SIDE WALK ASSESSMENT. 
Outstanding Collected, 
Jan. 1, 1914, $1,407 46 Abated, 
Warrant, 6,588 42 Outstanding 
Interest, 25 99 Jan. 1, 1915, 
$8,021 87 
SEWER ASSESSMENT. 
Outstanding Collected, 
Jan. 1, 1914, $5,025 67 Abated, 
Warrant Apportioned, 
March 13, 1914, 17,049 45 Outstanding 
Interest, - 64 69 Jan. 1, 1915, 
$22,139 S1 
INTEREST ON WATER EXTENSION. 
Outstanding Collected, 
Jan. 1, 1914, $1,088 63 Abated, 
Warrant, 1,297 75 Uncollected, 
$2,386 38 
HIGHWAYS. 
Outstanding Collected, 
Jan. 1, 1914, $330 33 Uncollected, 
Warrant, 796 53 
$1,126 86 


$11,698 


$11,698 


$4,940 5: 
233 | 


2,847 


$8,021 


$10,466 : 
468 : 


933 


10,671 : 


$22,139 


$103 
19 
2,263 


$2,386 : 


$08 « 
308 e 


$1,126 


29 


S6 


152 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Outstanding Collected, $1,755 04 
Jan. 1, 1914, $1,770 04 Uncollected, 15 00 
$1,770 04 $1,770 04 

CLEANING SIDEWALKS. 
Outstanding Abated, $3 95 
Jan. 1, 1914, $3 95 

$3 95 $3 95 


MATTHEW J. CAPELESS, 
Tax Collector. 


BOARD OF OVERSEERS OF POOR. 
CITY OF PITTSFIELD 


1914 


J. FREDERICK KAHL, Chairman, 
JOHN F. COLBERT, PETER SHERIDAN 


Superintendent of Poor, 
A. W. SHAW. 


Assistant Clerk, 
MADELINE E. SHERIDAN. 


City Physician, 
EDWARD R. MESSER, M. D. 


Warden of City Farm, 


W. W. SHAW. 
H. L. MOORE. 


Matron of City Farm, 


ABBIE K. SHAW. 
JESSIE L. MOORE. 


Committee on City Farm and Poor, 


EDWARD F. McENEANY, . GEORGE D. MILNES, 
MAURICE J. CAVANAUGH, DANIEL J. CULLEN. 
FRED W. LIGHT. 


Office of Board: City Hall, Park Square, Room 14. 
Office of City Physician: 344 North Street. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


OVERSEERS OF POOR. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and The Honorable City Council:— 
Gentlemen :— 


The Overseers of the Poor of the City of Pittsfield herewith submit 
their annual report for the year ending December 31, 1914. 


There has been an unusually great demand for aid the past year, 
largely due to the business depression which still continues to exist, and 
the number of unemployed persons. Many with large families have been 
compelled through necessity to apply to the Overseers of the Poor for 
food, fuel, and clothing. 


Laborers, who have moved into the City during the past three or four 
years, and who by working during the summer months, usually laid by 
enough to live on during the winter, are now entirely destitute owing to 
the fact that there has been but very little work for them the past summer 
and fall, and they now require a great amount of aid. The Board has 
required men who are strong to go to a wood lot near the City Farm and 
there to cut and pile wood. More than 300 cords has been cut in this 
way. We consider the willingness of men to do this work as good evidence 
of their actual need. 


We are obliged to keep many families owing to desertion or intem- 
perance of the husband and father. Under the desertion act passed by 
the legislature in 1911, we have had deserters brought back to the City. 
These were committed by the District Court and fifty cents a day is paid 
by the County Treasurer toward the support of the family while the hus- 
band and father is in jail. 


We would respectfully call the attention of the Honorable City Coun 
cil to the fact that there is much need of an up to date equipped laundry 
at the City Farm. During the past year an addition has been built con- 
taining a room for laundry and it now needs only the laundry machinery. 
Two fine tile bath and toilet rooms were equipped in the men’s depart- 
ment, these rooms are sanitary and we think second to none in any alms- 
house in Massachusetts. Some further improvement should be made in 
the toilet rooms of the women’s department the coming year. 
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The Board would respectfully recommend that the vault in their 
office be fitted up with shelves for books, papers, etc., to comply with the 
state law. Blue prints and estimates for the same are in the hands of the 
Board of Public Works. o 


We wish to acknowledge the cooperation and assistance of the Chari- 
table Organizations of the City as well as that of many charitably inclined 
people. . 

In this report no mention is made of bills payable or bills receivable 
as they come in the cash payments and cash reimbursements of the next 


year. 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The appropriations for the Poor Department received and expended 
were: 
Regular appropriation for Outside Poor, $12,500 00 
Extra appropriation for Outside Poor, 4,000 00 
Regular appropriation for City Farm, 10,500 00 
Extra appropriation for City Farm, 1,500 00 
Appropriation for repairs at City Farm, | 2,000 00 
Extra appropriation for repairs at City Farm, 1,850 00 
Total appropriations for Poor Department, $32,350 00 
Appropriations for Poor Department minus repair appro- 

priation, 28,500 00 
Received in Cash Reimbursements from all sources, | 6,118 01 
Net expenditures for Poor, $22,381 99 


This makes the net cost of maintaining the poor about sixty-three 
and three-fourths cents per capita of our City population. 


OUTSIDE POOR. 


Appropriations, $16,500 00 
Transferred to City Farm account, 500 00 
Amount expended for outside poor, 16,000 00 — 


Reimbursements, 4,506 37 


Net expenditures, $11,493 63 
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The itemized expenditure for the twelve months of 1914 will show in 
the Relief Tables. 

Of the amount of $16,000 expended for Outside Poor, $10,072.19 was 
charged to the City of Pittsfield; $4,172.87 was expended for State Poor; 
and $1,754.94 was expended for persons having a legal settlement else- 
where with the Commonwealth, but living in this City. 

The number of families aided in 1914 was 364, comprising 588 males 
and 551 females, making a total of 1139 persons aided. 

Twenty-three persons having no settlement within the Common- 
wealth were sent to the state hospital at Tewksbury. 

The following table of statistics will show the appropriations, cash 
reimbursements, and net expenses of the Poor Department for the past 
fourteen years. 


Appro- Reim- Net City 
Year priations. bursements. Expenses. Population 
A Herd $20,000 00 $1,843 11 $18,156 89 21,766 
JUDI else e ERREUR 20,700 00 1,126 56 19,573 44 
E002 x once eu RUE 22,500 00 75191 21,748 09 
1908. E E 18,500 00 1,067 82 17,432 18 
UL LE 18,000 00 3,422 31 14,577 69 
1905 nics a 15,000 00 1,325 82 . 13,674 18 25,000 
OO 1o eere 15,000 00 2,522 05 12,477 95 
MOO 5 ise Rew d Ads 14,500 00 2,837 47 11,662 53 
1908 cus sores eee es 17,800 00 3,350 15 14,449 85 
1909. s iocos echt 18,800 00 3,348 06 15,451 94 
1910. ovx cae hae easy 19,600 00 4,484 23 15,115 77 32,121 
i It Re ee ee 19,500 00 4,598 93 14,901 07 
AA ES 19,000 00 4,586 39 14,413 61 
1913. ral sinet vss 20,500 00 4,317 32 16,182 68 
1914. u wh sS 28,500 00 6,118 01 22,381 99 
HOSPITALS. 


This Department has supported in hospitals for various periods of 
time during the year, 124 persons. 


House of Mercy, 86 at cost of $2,411 55 
Hillcrest Hospital, 37 at cost of 878 50 
Mass. Commission for Blind, 1 at cost of 52 00 
Total number of cases, 124 at cost of $3,342 05 


Of the amount $3,342.05 paid to hospitals in 1914, $971.50 was for 
persons having a legal settlement in Pittsfield, $1,785 was charged to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and $585.55 was charged to other cities 
and towns. 


00 000916 FS62% Z/SGS[I LY 


— — n Á.T — n ' F T,IE— nn  n'  —— o  _—_- - |  .!". 


M + — — — M LV ” ——F K [—-_ P >—. í@ ` ——. n 


08 OSE (S9 ST |09 F 
99 IZE Gh L |l4 9% 
OF FFE (G8 6E 106 98 
00 Zo | 
00 SST — 
0€ 828 00 611 
GG 4:73 00 £6c 
ç0 9ç9 02 11 
00 661 0€ 9I 
00 cA 
90 067 ` 08- oF 
G6 Scb ST 69 II 6€ 
G8 FAZI | OF ISI 
04 LPEL OE SLLIOE 6EL 
0096 008 008 
Q€ Ic 0€ 6£ 0S Sp 
oL | '99GT| “AON 


evt LIS 
SE |86 $ 
0Z JOS vz 
0€ (93 8E 
00 9I 
6€ 
08 TZ 
08 08% 
8 
Gt ¡00 SI 
SST ¡00 S 
OL ISr 3€ 
SZ 00 6% 
08 08 $Ç 
$€9 |60 Gcr 
8 ¡00 8 
ep 0€ 63 
YO | “dog 


S. € ¡06 8 |64 S [00 


00% (9 ¢ |9€ OF |09 
Se vc [£S ST |30 SE [00 
00 ZI 

00 09 00 16 0° 88 00 
00 Z6I 00 9€ 00 

£6 OL FI OF € 
00 ST (9% Z€ |€c Oc |00 
00 ££ |00 OPT/00 OT 00 
G9 8Z Sç ZS |00 I 0c 
Sh 9 GZ OI |08 TI OS 
0% €I 0c £I |00 93 00 
00 28969 FEF 00 "dox 
008 008 008 (00 
00 St 0€ 6c 0€ cc 0S 


TOOL OF TZ6/Sp SI6/8C oi lc 6601|^P 8921,69 YEST/Sh OOIG FF TS6I 


¡x¡_ —  _ E A A ==> —€ Ee) OC ———————— 


YI 9FT ¡00 9 
Së TE |92 9 
ET 98 |SO 83 
00 Gl 

00 €9 00 92 
00 823 |€L PSE 
i $6 oP 
00 0% OS Gç 
00 SG |00 TC 
cy SI OI 9 
04 6% |00 9€ 
09 291 |09 £0€ 
66 $€9 ¡08 ZG, 
008 ¡00 8 
0S LE |0S 66 


90 OOT l***** snoauv[[99st]A 
04 6 ' * -dng eorgo ‘sdureyg 
ESI 66 |XH Y ‘suvsy, “SABIA 
00 GI | ` ` pug “uo. "sse la] 
UD OP [72 305077 SSE JO ‘Wop 
00 I6I |'''[v3rdsog 45919011H 
00 TOC K919]A JO 9SNOH 
09 6G SUMO L Y sənro4ə9q1O 
og eg fcc survo T, 
009^ lv poung 
OL ZI (v6 IMPAN 
IT Z9 |' sooyg pus Jugo) 
09 98 ln tt ¡NA 
ez gog ln SIJOI) 

Ana ser) 
008 Lv preoq 
0e 6g ln tn t quay 


A A P". snVY 


"ny | Arne oun | ABN | mdy | caen | qu 'UB( 


“AAISNTONI ‘vI6I TE UAANAOAC OL FIGT 5T. AUVOANVE HATTHY ALIO 


Digitized by Google 


69 OSEZT|Zh 69E\6F S06, 


GL 9$6 
LG LLZ 
86 LEG 
vo TOT 
9c 298 
69 LOST 
vc OSF 
66 L9G 
39 ¿601 
LL 028 
IS 9TET 
S6 +6 
TO EPTTI 
69 IPPG 


0L 


86 ¥8 


PL I 6 S$ 
08 SE 
FI OI 
ZL 966 
Sy SS |09 OT 
£0 ST 
9v 66 
ST 6r 
OF ¿Ií 
66 SE I OTT 


99 8GT 9T ¿ST 


GL SET 


00 PS T9 Z01100 FE 
0% 2 |00 Se \S9 ZZ 
OF IF 92 ST 
ZO 9% 
IZ 61 ZF LY (01 Z€ 
SI Z€ |8e 82 |2 TE 
IOS Zg OP 4g IST 6% 
009 |00 € 


68 OT ¡88 $$ 

00 3 IGF aT 

00 HE |cY 931/92 v9 ¡08 oI 
62 EST 90 ELT\SE $86 
ë LITIPL TS ¡8p SCT/00 PSI 
LO 0€ [80 99 |/P 631/22 LPT 
SE S8I[91 203/91 222/91 266 


08 SET |S $S [92 LE 


GL GE 


0% SZ 
99 LIZ 
LG Scl 
8T v4 
00 y 

OL S 

GS 68 
GE 98% 


OL eT 
8v 09 


39 681/88 IS 
G9 ¿8% 90 TO 
06 v» (39 GP 

£6 ¿I 


Sy OF 

GG OSTIZS 0€% 
08 v6 [52 8£ [0€ 091 
G6 LL 6€ EPZ 
06 $T ¡SP 89 |2S TY 
80 09 |€6 08 ¡28 Fel 
9T 266,91 TIC|9T TOG 


S9 + 

06 86 
EL SS 
L SET 
¿9 S9 
66 OS 


16 184/66 8889 V68|86 ESOT|ZZ S091|6¿ 6¿6 88 8T8|Z6 OICT|OO 66ZT/08 TET 


—— ei me | M | ——vq“TIRI | —s—— | ———o P] —— | —— | —— T 


06 TST ¡00 Zf |89 OG 


aa e snoou'g[9ost]A 


e € e o o o à e o o o e “ee SIT dey 


aogor) pue ea], 
rM 83431T OPAH 
oe eee we sorddng 38ñ0H 
r.oooo... sonddng WIS a 
renee ae ƏUTOIDƏJÇ 
"***ygnug puw 099800 L 
`` ` 83048 pus ZUJOO 


Tor eee jong 


A | eee | oe | — | oe | oS | —— re | ew | usaman 


ET £01 [Sp 9 
9e 62 |OT 92 
67 VG 

98 02 |££ SET 
IS £8 |€0 CIC 
0L LT |S€ 98 
18 08 ey Oe 
Gg G0y |ST Z9I 
GL OFT 

vv SV 

6% 97 [99 Z6 
8% 9€1 |26 SOT 
9T 40% |9T v0C 
‘qag | "uer 


"HAISQ'TONI P161 ‘TE UAANAOAC OL FIGT T AHVONVÉ ‘WUVA ALIO 


160 


CITY FARM. 


The crops on the City Farm were very good this year and there has 
been an abundance of all kinds of vegetables for the winter. 


Last Spring the Board rented for a year, the Harvey Smith farm which 
joins the City Farm, and we think this has been a very good investment, 
as we are able to use the house to a good advantage and as we can keep 
more live stock and provide more of our own meat for use at the City 
Farm. 


The new tile bath rooms are appreciated by the inmates and also 
by the attendants as they ean now be kept in a good sanitary condition. 


The Board hopes during the coming year to be able to install an up 
to date laundry, and to repair floor, plumbing, etc., in the women’s de- 
partment. 


The City water pipes have now been extended to the City Farm and 
it is a much needed and appreciated improvement. For the first time in 
many years, there is an abundance of water for all purposes. Hydrants 
are located near the house and barn and hose pipe connected ready for 
immediate use in case of fire. The Board has also had the house equipped 
with first class iron fire escapes to comply with the state law. 


The Warden and Matron, Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Shaw, resigned Octo- 
ber 1st, 1914, after a service of twenty years. The Assistant Warden 
and Assistant Matron, Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Moore have been acting as 
Warden and Matron during the balance of the year. 


Appropriations, $12,000 00 


Transferred from Outside Poor, 350 69 
Total expended for City Farm, 12,350 69 
Reimbursements, 1,611 64 
Net expenditures, $10,739 05 


The number of inmates at the City Farm on January 1, 1914 was 62; 
44 males and 18 females. There were admitted during the year 65; 9 
died and 62 were discharged, leaving the number of inmates at the City 
Farm January 1, 1915, 56. Twenty-four of these persons are between 
70 and 99 years of age. 


The gross cost per week for maintenance of each person was $4.21. 


The net expense at the City Farm after deducting cash paid for board, 
was $10,739.05. "The average net weekly cost per inmate was $3.66. 


The principal products produced and used on the farm were: 


Sweet Corn, 
Apples, 
String Beans, 
Tomatoes, 
Parsnips, 
Carrots, 
Potatoes, 
Beets, 
Cucumbers, 
Onions, 
Turnips, 
Pears, 
Rutabaga, 
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Bushels 
150 Summer Squash, 
90 Peas, 
10 Cherries, 
30 
20 Chickens, 
28 Pork, 
582 Beef, 
32 Butter, 
10 
25 Milk, 
25 
5 Ensilage, 
45 Pumpkins, 
Winter Squash, 
Hay, 
Celery, 
Cabbages, 
Respectfully submitted, 


J. FRED’K KAHL, Chairman, 
JOHN F. COLBERT, 
PETER SHERIDAN, 
A. W. SHAW, Superintendent. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


CITY PHYSICIAN. 


Pittsfield, Mass., February 12, 1915. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and Members of the City Council:— 
I have the honor to submit the following report. From 


January Ist, 1914 to February 1, 1915, the City Physician made 
798 calls divided as follows: 


Visits to the House ................. 606 
Visits to the Office .................. 192 
Visits to the Police Station .......... 60 
Visits to the City Farm .............. 36 


During the year eleven child-birth cases were attended to 
by the Crty Physician. 

Many minor surgical cases were attended to and dressings 
were done either in my office or at home. 

Other cases requiring hospital attention were referred either 
to the House of Mercy or Hillcrest Hospital. 

I take this opportunity to thank all those who have assisted 
me in my work. 

Respectfully yours, 
EDWARD R. MESSER, M.D. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


TRUSTEES BERKSHIRE ATHENAEUM 
AND MUSEUM. 


REPORT OF GEO. H. TUCKER, Treasurer. 


RECEIPTS. 
1913 
June 19. Balance on hand at last report, $7,272 90 
Received from City of Pittsfield, Appro. 1913, 10,000 00 
'* dividend on 50 shares Agricultural Na- 
tional Bank, 850 00 
'* dividend on 30 shares Pittsfield National ` 
Bank, 210 00 
** ^ interest on $6000 Delaware & Hudson 
Co., 270 00 
‘<€ — interest on $6000 New York Gas and 
Electric Light, Heat and Power Co., 300 00 
“ from H. H. Ballard, Librarian, 613 77 
‘¢ from General Electric Co., for purchase 
books, 200 00 
** from two of the Trustees for furnishing 
Children’s Room and Rest Room, 420 95 
‘< from Hon. Zenas Crane for account Mu- 
seum, 1,200 00 
‘€ — from Hon. Zenas Crane, for account Mu- 


seum, 1,270 39 


$22,608 01 
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EXPENDITURES. 
Printing, | $471 10 
Salaries, | i | 7,700 38 - 
Fuel and Lighting Athenaeum, 2,119 62 
Fuel and Lighting Museum, | 919 18 
Insurance Athenaeum, ` .240 25 
Binding, | x 421 89 
Books, | 1,802 34 
Newspapers and Magazines, 204 26 
Furniture account Museum, 252 22 
Repairs Athenaeum, including Children's Room 
and Rest Room, | | he . 6277 25 

Miscellaneous Athenaeum, . 46166 
Miscellaneous Museum, 92 47 
Amounts paid by Hon. Zenas Crane for Watch- | 

» man, Supplies, etc., as usual, | 1,270 39 
Balance Cash on hand, | 285 00 


$22,608 01 
GEO. H. TUCKER, 


Treasurer. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF ANIMALS 


Pittsfield, Mass. 
Honorable Mayor and City Council: 


Gentlemen:—I hereby submit my report from May 1, 
1914 to January 1, 1915. 


Number of horses examined coming into state (48) forty-eight 
Number of cattle examined coming into state (57) fifty-seven 
Number of horses quarantined for glanders (1) one 
Number of horses killed for glanders (1) one 
Number of cows quarantined for tuberculosis (2) two 
Number of cows killed for tuberculosis (2) two 
Number of hogs quarantined for hog cholera (22) twenty-two 

Respectfully yours, 

M. J. CONE, 
Inspector of Animals. 
Pittsfield, Mass. 
Feb. 10, 1915. 


SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. 
ORGANIZATION FOR 1914. 


SCHOOL BOARD FOR 1914. 


P. J. MOORE, Mayor, 
Chairman Ex-officio. 


JOSEPH E. PEIRSON, 


Chairman. 
WILLIAM NUGENT, 

Secretary. 
ADDRESS. TERM EXPIREs. 
Joseph E. Peirson, 104 Appleton Avenue, 1917 
Dr. W. J. Mercer, 140 First Street, 1917 
John R. Feeley, 46 Summer Street, 1917 
Chas. McKernon, 77 Wendell Avenue, 1917 
‘Abram Friss, 390 East Street, 1917 
William Nugent, 76 Elizabeth Street, 1916 
John J. Nolan, 65 King Street, 1916 
James H. Callahan, 20 Seymour Street, 1916 
Dr. L. H. Hendee, 369 West Street, 1915 
William H. Polly, 14 Daniels Avenue, 1915 
James F. Grady, 252 Wahconah Street, 1915 
Dr. W. P. Burns, 282 Wahconah Street, 1915 
John F. Cooney, 187 Tyler Street, 1915 


Edwin R. Burdick, Revella Terrace, 1915 


SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, ` 
C. G. PERSONS, 


Office, City Hall, Residence, 120 Appleton Avenue. 
Orrice Hours: 
From 8 a. m. to 9 a. m. and 4 p. m. to 5 p. m. School Days. Saturdays 
from 9 a. m. to 11 a.m. Tuesday Evenings from 7.30 to 8.30. 


CLERK, 
MRS. LUCY M. MYERS. 


Office, City Hall, Residence, 25 Worthington Street. 
OrricE Hours: 

From 8 to 12 a. m. and 1.30 to 5 p. m. School Days. Saturdays from 9 
to 11 a. m. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 1914 


Executive—J. E. Perison, Dr. W. P. Burns, J. H. Callahan. 

High School—J. H. Callahan, J. J. Nolan, Chas. McKernon. 

Grammar Schools—Dr. W. P. Burns, Dr. W. J. Mercer, E. R. Burdick. 
` Intermediate Schools—W. H. Polly, E. R. Burdick, J. F. Cooney. 
Primary—J. F. Grady, Dr. W. J. Mercer, Abram Friss. 

Rural Schools—W m. Nugent, J. F. Cooney, Dr. L. H. Hendee. 


Teachers—J. E. Peirson, J. H. Callahan, Dr. W. P. Burns, W. H. da 
J. F. Grady, Wm. Nugent. 


Text Books—W m. Nugent, J. J. Nolan, Chas. McKernon. 

Musie, Drawing, Writing—W. H. Polly, J. H. Callahan, E. R. Burdick. 
Medical Inspection—Dr. W. J. Mercer, Dr. W. P. Burns, Dr. L. H. Hendee. 
Evening Schools—J. R. Feeley, Dr. W. J. Mercer, Chas. MeKernon. 
Supplies—E. R. Burdick, J. F. Grady, Dr. L. H. Hendee. 


Building—J. J. Nolan, W. H. Polly, J. H. Callahan. 
Finance—J. F. Cooney, J. R. Feeley, Abram Friss. 
Industrial—J. F. Grady, J. R. Feeley, Abram Friss. 
Lunch Counter—W. H. Polly. : 


Representative City Council—J. J. Nolan. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


To the Mayor and City Council of Prttsfield:— 


The School Committee herewith presents its annual report. 
The record of the year is one of the development of policies 
previously determined upon rather than the adoption of new 
ones. 

The things accomplished in addition to the regular routine 
of administration include the opening of the new Pomeroy 
School, and the beginning of a much needed eight room addition 
in the Dawes School. The completion of the Pomeroy School 
makes available a thoroughly modern building of sixteen rooms, 
and relieves for the present the congestion at Stearnsville 
which had become very great. It also makes possible a much 
better distribution of pupils and rearrangement of the districts. 
The Stearnsville section of the city is growing so rapidly,how- 
ever, that it is only a matter of two or three years before a 
substantial addition must be made to the building there. 

The principal matter that now presses is that of the High 
School, which owing to the exceedingly rapid increase in at- 
tendance has become very much overcrowded, so much so that 
it was necessary to resort to afternoon sessions to take care of 
the pupils entering in February. We are gratified to know that 
the City Government has authorized the appointment of a 
Committee to study the High School situation. It is a fair 
question whether the old building should be enlarged or an 
entirely new building erected. The. question is complicated . 
by the necessity of deciding now what shall be the policy of 
the city regarding vocational training, and by the need of pro- 
viding at the present time for High School requirements for 
several years to come. In the event that a new building is 
erected, it will doubtless be necessary to make substantial 
changes and improvements in the old building where the risk 
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from fire is considerable, and where the sanitary arrangements 
are entirely inadequate. 

We again call attention to the fact that a committee of 
citizens made an exhaustive examination of all our school build- 
ings about one year ago, and reported that many of them are 
in serious danger from fire. The School Committee has twice 
called the attention of the City Government to these conditions, 
and asked for the appropriation recommended by the special 
committee above referred to, in order that the fire risk might 
be reduced, and the lives of our pupils as well as the property 
of the city be suitably protected. The sum required for these 
improvements is $10,000, and while the amount is large it 
would look small in comparison with any loss of life should a 
fire break out in one of the older buildings. We trust, there- 
fore, that this matter will have your attention before the need 
of it is emphasized by some great disaster. 

The reports of the Superintendent, Principal of the High 
School, and others, give you the details of the year’s work 
and of such changes and improvements as should be made, as 
seen from the standpoint of those actually engaged in the school ` 
work. | 

We enjoy the services of a very competent and loyal corp 
of principals and instructors, whose recommendations deserve 
careful consideration in order that our school may attain the 
highest possible efficiency. 

For the Committee, 
CHARLES W. McKERNON. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE :— 


I have the honor of submitting my fifth annual report which 
is the forty-third in the series. 

The general scope of this report is similar to those which 
have preceded it. The same problems of finance and school 
accommodations continue to confront this department, and 
data which will bring the situation clearly before the public is 
emphasized again in this report. While these problems con- 
tinue to remain so acute it is impossible to increase the scope 
` of school activities along the lines which are so conspicuously 
in evidence throughout the country. The most we can strive 
for at present is to achieve the highest results from the resources 
at hand. | 

The policy of the city in erecting one school building each 
year has created decidedly better conditions in the accommoda- 
tion of elementary school pupils. The buildings erected are 
attractive, modern and substantial; and reflect credit upon the 
city. The attention is now focused upon the over crowded con- 
dition at the high school. It is to be hoped that this problem 
may be solved as wisely as has been done in respect to the 
elementary schools. Nothing is perhaps more vital in a grow- 
ing city than to determine upon and to follow out a wise build- 
ing program. ‘There is every reason to believe that the city 
wil continue to grow steadily without any further influx of 
adults. The annual birthrate is now large enough to insure a 
steady growth in the school population. This growth will 
necessitate a corresponding increase in the number of school 
buildings. 

I would call particular attention to the tables of relative 
expenditures. Where the gross expenditures are rapidly in- 
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creasing each year there is a general tendency to overlook the 
fact that the department is increasing correspondingly. When 
the expenditures are reduced to a per capita basis, and placed 
in comparison with the other municipalities of the state the 
relative economy of administration stands out clearly. 

That the schools are teaching the valuable lesson of thrift 
is evidenced by the reports of the school banks. The main- 
tenance of these banks takes a considerable portion of the time 
of the teachers and principals. There is a unanimous opinion 
that the value of teaching our children to save their pennies 
more than justifies the time and effort spent in maintaining 
the school banks. 


EXPENDITURES FOR 1913 AND 1914 AND PROPOSED 
BUDGET FOR 1915. 


Teachers’ Salaries, $148,124.66 $164,139.00 $190,500.00 
Office Salaries, 4,789.81 5,871.94 6,000.00 
Janitor Salaries and 
Care of Buildings, 14,221.60 15,365.64 17,800.00 
Books and Supplies, 14,499.68 16,504.54 16,500.00 
Evening Schools, 1,999.97 2,059.48 2,200.00 
Medical Inspection, 1,499.95 1,447.89 1,600.00 
Miscellaneous, 4,499.47 5,601.47 6,000.00 
Fuel, 10,371.96 10,989.64 11,500.00 
Cooking Equipment, 1,001.88 
$201,008.98 $221,979.40 $252,100.00 
Pay Roll for one week, 4,433.20 
$256,533.20 


PERCENTAGE INCREASE OF EXPENDITURES, AND 
PROPOSED BUDGET. 


The salaries for one week carried over from 1914 to 1915 
belongs properly in the expenditures of the former year, and 
- is so estimated in the percentage increases. 
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Total Budget Percent 
| | . Increase Increase 

1912 $178,152.16 

1913 201,008.98 $22,856.82 12.8 

1914 226,412.60 25,403.62 12.6 

1915 252,100.00 25,687.40 11.4 

Teachers’ Salaries | 

1912 129,603.98 

1913 148,124.66 18,520.68 14.3 

1914 168,572.20 (20,447.54 13.8 

1915 190,500:00 21,927.80 13.0 

Remainder of Budget 

1912 48,548.18 

1913 51,882.44 3,334.26 6.8 

1914 57,840.40 5,957.96 11.6 

1915 61,600.00 3,759.60 6.7 


COMPARATIVE TABLE. 


In the following tables the distinction should be noted be- 
tween the expenditures for the school year and expenditures 
for the municipal year. In a city where there is a rapid growth 
each year the per capita expenses based upon these two different 
periods of time will show a decided variation. Both sets of 
statistics have a value for comparative purposes. The com- 
parative tables in the report of the Massachusetts Board of 
Education are based upon the expenditures for the previous 
municipal fiscal year. 


COST PER CLASS OF PUPILS BASED UPON AVERAGE 
MEMBERSHIP FOR SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR, 1913-14. 


| 1912-13 1913-14 
Evening School, $6.10 $6.21 


Elementary School, 30.31 34.01 
High School, 60.25 55.70 


All Schools, 33.72 35.64 
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COMPARISONS OF COST PER PUPIL MUNICIPAL 
FISCAL YEAR. 


Pittsfield State 
1908-09 $27.84 $30.98 
1909-10 28.13 32.07 
1910-11 29.12 32.98 
1911-12 30.03 36.19 
1912-13 33.72 40.41 
1913-14 33.10 39.82 
Increase in Pittsfield in five years, 19% 
Increase in State in five years, 28% 
Rank of Pittsfield in State (353 cities and towns), 142 


COMPARISON OF ATTENDANCE AND EXPENDI- 
TURES MUNICIPAL FISCAL YEAR. 


Aver- Aver- Per cent 


age age o 
Enrollment, Member Attend- Attend- ` Total Cost per 
ship 


ance ance Expenditures Day Pupil 


— ee ee 


1903-1904 $96,842.91 


4235 3759 3486 92.8 $26.38 
1904-1905 4403 3921 3625 92.7 101,582.30 26.41 
1905-1906 4567 4033 3761 93.3 103,245.18 26.11 
1906-1907 4714 4191 3873 92.4 110,787.51 27.46 
1907-1908 4948 4377 4097 93.6 119,860.22 27.26 
1908-1909 5282 4702 4378 93.1 129,430.24 27.53 
1909-1910 5513 4960 4597 92.7 141,291.33 28.30 
1910-1911 5847 5197 4812 91.5 151,378.61 29.12 
1911-1912 6054 5417 5046 93.15 178,152.16 30.03 
1912-1913 6740 5630 5221 92.74 196,866.66 33.72 
1913-1914 6996 6127 5701 93.04 202,821.88 33.10 
Total Increase in Enrollment in ten years, 2761 
Percent Increase in Enrollment in ten years, 65% 
Total Increase in Membership in ten years, . 2368 
Percent Increase in Membership in ten years, 63% 
Total Increase in Expenditures in ten years, $105,978.47 
Percent Increase in Expenditures in ten years, 109% 
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COST OF PUBLIC DAY AND EVENING SCHOOLS 
FOR SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR 1913-1914. 


General Control Total Day Schools Evening 
High Elementary Schools 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE: f 
Salaries, $910 58 - 
Superintendent's 
Salary, 3,000 00 
Attendance Officer’s 
Salary, 1,433 75 
Miscellaneous, 1,099 06 
INSTRUCTION: 
Supervisors’ Salaries, 6,426 00 700 00 5,726 00 
Principals, 18,372 80 2,500 00 15,708 30 164 50 
Teachers, 138,513 45 31,134 50 105,676 45 1,702 50 
"Text-books, 6,740 13 2,483 01 4,090 76 166 36 
Stationery and Supplies, 8,068 07 2,874 98 4,089 89 203 20 
OPERATION OF 
ScHooL PLANT: 
Janitors' Service, 15,103 89 2,483 53 12,597 11 73 25 
Fuel, 11,623 82 2,088 57 9,535 25 
Supplies, Light, 
Power, 1,774 75 467 96 1,237 54 69 25 
AUXILIARY AGENCIES: 
Medical Inspection, 1,442 40 1,442 40 
“Transportation, 2,495 50 2,495 50: 
Miscellaneous, 1,543 31 154 10 1,389 21 
Total, $218,547 51 $44,836 65 $164,888 41 $2,379 06 
DIVISION OF COST PER DAY PUPIL. 
SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR, 1913-1914. 
Expended Per Pupil Percentage 
1913-14 1912-13 1913-14 1912-13 
"General Control, $6,443 39 $105 $ 93 2.9 2.7 
‘SALARIES: 
Principals, Teachers, 

Supervisors, 161,445 25 26 35 25 10 74.7 71.8 
Books and Supplies, 14,438 64 2 35 2 09 6.8 6. 
Janitors, Fuel, Care, 28,429 21 4 64 5 64 13.2 16.1 
Medical Inspection, 1,442 40 23 28 6 8 
‘Miscellaneous, 3,969 56 64 92 1.8 2.6 
Evening School, 2,379 06 — — — — 

$218,547 51 $35 26 100.0 100 
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RETURNS FOR SCHOOL YEARS 
1912-13—1913-14. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS—NUMBER, TEACHERS, ATTEND- 
ANCE. 


1912-1913 1913-1914. 
Number of public day schools. (Class 
rooms), 140 151 


NUMBER OF PERSONS IN CITY. 


Between five and fifteen years of age. 


Total, 5809 6479 
(a) Boys, 2866 3147 
(b) Girls, 2943 3332 
Between seven and fourteen years of age. 
Total, 4139 4761 
(a) Boys, 1936 2343 
(b) Girls, 2203 . 2418 
ENROLLMENT IN ALL THE PUBLIC DAY SCHOOLS. 
Total Enrollment, 6740 6996 
Number under five years of age, 148 189 
Number over fifteen years of age, 627 667 
Number between seven and fourteen 
years of age, 3489 4341 


MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE. 
Average membership in the public 


day schools, 5630.41 6126.88: 
Average attendance in the public 
day schools, 5221.72 5700.59 
Per cent of attendance, 92.74 93.04. 
Number completing grammar school 
course, 
Total, 292 375 
(a) Boys, 142 172 


(b) Girls, 150 203 
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TEACHERS. 

Number employed in January, Total, 204 . 226 
(a) Men, | 17 18 

(b) Women, 187 208 

Number graduated from college, Total, 32 41 
(a) In elementary schools, Total, 3 5 

(1) Men, 1 2 

(2) Women, 2 3 

(b) In high schools, Total, 29 36 

(1) Men, 11 12 

(2) Women, 18 24 


EVENING SCHOOLS. 


1912-13 1913-14 
Number. of Evening Schools, 12 20 
(a) Elementary, 8 14 
(b) High, 3 5 
(c) Drawing, | 1 1 
(d) Other evening schools, - 0 0 
(e) Number of pupils enrolled, Total, 659 1016 
(1) Men, 499 771 
(2) Women, 160 245 
(f) Average attendance, 325 381.38 
(g) Number of sessions, 53 49 
(h) Number of teachers, 14 20 
(i) Total expenditure for support of 
evening school, $1,981.54 $2,379.06 
(j) Expenditure per pupil based on 
average attendance, 6.10 6.21 


PER CAPITA COST OF INSTRUCTION IN HIGH SCHOOL 


The following figures are taken from a circular issued by 
the State Board of Education. 

Column A.—The Per capita cost per pupil. 

Column B.— The ratio of high school pupils to all pupils. 


City A. B. City A. B. 
1. Springfield $93 .13 18. Beverley $58 .21 
2. Fall River 87 .07 19. Everett 58 .13 
3. Boston 83 .13 20. Malden 58 .16 
4. Chicopee 79 .08 21. Somerville 57 .15 
5. Worcester 77 .13 22. North Adams 56 .13 
6. New Bedford 75 .07 23. Pittsfield 55 .13 
7. Holyoke 2 .13 24. Taunton 55 .10 
8. Waltham 72 .16 25. Melrose 53 .28 
9. Newton 70 .22 26. Lawrence 50 .09 
10. Chelsea , 67 .08 27. Quincy 50 .14 
11. Northampton 66 .11 28. Medford 50 .18 
12. Salem 65 .14 29. Lowell. 48 .12 
13. Lynn 64 .12 30. Gloucester 46 .12 
14. Brockton 66 .14 31. Marlborough 41 .24 
15. Haverhill 64 .il 32. Woburn 39 .16 
16. Cambridge 63 .14 33. Newburyport 36 .23 
17. Fitchburg 61 .21 


The average cost per pupil for 33 cities is $61. 


The average ratio of high school pupils to all pupils for 33 
cities is .14. 


The above figures are presented to show that among the 
cities of the state Pittsfield is not expending an undue amount 
upon its high school. In fact the cost was actually about $5000 
less than at the rate of the average per capita cost. The 
natural tendency is to note the gross cost instead of the per 
capita cost, and to lose sight of the relation between that gross 
expenditure and the rapid growth of the school. Column B. 
brings out the fact that our public high schools are passing 
through a period of rapid growth in relation to the entire school 
system. We have commented upon the growth of our local 
high school, and the overcrowded condition of the building. 
In spite of this rapid increase in high school membership the 
local school was relative to the entire.school system, one per 
cent below the average ratio of the 33 cities of the state. 
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SALARY SCHEDULE FOR TEACHERS. 


Yearly 
Minimum Maximum Increase 
Elementary School, $400 $800 $40 
High School, 
Men, 800 1400 100 
Women, | 640 1000 40 


SALARY SCHEDULE FOR PRINCIPALS. 


High School. 

No schedule. The present salary is $2500. 
Men Principals of Elementary Schools. 

No schedule. The present salaries range from $1400 to 
$1800. 

Women Principals. 

The maximum annual salary shall be the maximum salary 
for grade teachers plus $40 for each class room. 

Teachers promoted to a principalship shall receive the first 
year $20 for each class room in addition to the maximum salary 
for grade teachers; the second year $30; and the third year $40. 

Principals transferred to larger buildings shall receive the 
increased maximum in two equal annual increases. 

Principals of sixteen room buildings, after two years at the 
scheduled maximum, shall receive a salary of $1500. 


SALARY SCHEDULE FOR JANITORS. 


Janitors shall receive $520 per year for the first four class 
rooms, and $40 per year for each additional class room up to 
$1000 which shall constitute a maximum. For unoccupied 
class rooms the janitors shall receive $20 per year. 


SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS. 


With the completion of the Pomeroy School and the addi- 
tion to the Dawes School the accommodations for grade pupils 
more nearly approaches a satisfactory condition than at any 
time since the city began its rapid growth. A statement that 
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the school facilities are entirely or permanently satisfactory 
cannot be made as long as the city continues to increase. 
There will continue to be demands for new buildings, for addi- 
tions to smaller buildings, and for the replacement of old build- 
ings. School district lines will require shifting from time to 
time to cover temporary shortages of accommodations, and 
these changes may act to the disadvantage of certain sections. 
All these demands and changes are part of the price and penalty 
of growth, especially of rapid growth. Newly developed resi- 
dential districts feel that they should have school buildings 
within easy access. The suburban and thinly populated sec- 
tions of the city maintain that their children should be required 
to walk no greater distances than those living within the more 
compactly settled districts of the city. To accede to all such 
requests for school buildings would bring about a chaotic con- 
dition most unsatisfactory to the city as a whole. The result 
would be a series of buildings ranging from the largest modern 
graded schools down to isolated single room ungraded schools. 
Such a system would be expensive to maintain, difficult to 
supervise, and could not be brought into a single comprehensive 
educational plan. It is not possible to equalize distances from 
school buildings and educational opportunities. Either one 
must be sacrificed for the other, or a compromise standard 
adopted. None would voluntarily consent to a reduced stan- 
dard of educational opportunity for their children when the 
situation is understood, yet the distance which pupils should 
be required to walk especially during the winter months cannot 
be ignored. There is therefore a double problem presented 
which calls for a careful building program. Such a program 
must meet the exigences of the present as fully as possible, but 
it must never lose sight of a permanent policy and the future 
development of the city as far as such can be forecast. 

The problem of providing sufficient school accommodations 
involves three main features; first, that pupils should not be 
required to attend a school at an unreasonable distance; sec- 
ond, that the buildings should be of such size as to best meet the 
educational needs, and to keep the per capita cost of main- 
tenance within reasonable limits; and third, that the initial 
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cost of construction should be distributed as evenly as possible 
over a series of years. Not infrequently two or more of these 
factors conflict in the consideration of a proposed building or 
in the outlay for some one year. Together with these condi- 
tions governing the erection of a school building the probable 
rate and direction of growth must be studied and forecast as 
accurately as possible. If a new school building is erected in a 
growing residential section well toward the outside there will 
be at first a temporary inequality in the distances with the 
district, but as the section grows and the school district ap- 
proaches a permanent status the school building should be at 
the approximate center of the school population. In the 
broadest sense the erection of school buildings rests on a two 
fold basis; the educational needs of the children and the finan- 
cial resources of the city. 

To meet all these conditions as fairly as possible requires a 
careful broad gauged program covering several years in its 
scope. Such has been the policy of this committee and already 
its wisdom can be felt. -In respect to our grade schools we have 
followed the policy of recommending one large building each 
year at the point of greatest need. The program laid out four 
years ago according to this plan has been followed. The 
Bartlett, Crane, Pomeroy and Dawes School addition are with 
the exception of the last named, in use, and the Dawes School 
addition is well under way. With these four schools in use 
the needs of the city within a mile radius of the center are pro- 
vided for at present. There remains the problem of providing 
sufficient school facilities for three outside districts where be- 
cause of small school buildings the older pupils are required to 
attend schools outside their proper districts. These districts 
are the Stearns, Pontoosuc and Nugent School districts. From 
these schools the pupils of the two highest grades and in one 
case of the three highest grades are in attendance at one of the 
larger central schools. Whether this policy should be con- 
tinued is both an educational and a financial question. Some 
cities have the definite policy of consolidating all their upper 
grade pupils in centrally located school buildings. In Pittsfield 
this has been an expediency rather than a policy. Asa financial 
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problem the policy has been that in consideration of the con- 
stant demands upon the financial resources of the city by all 
the municipal departments the school department should plan 
to utilize all its resources as they become available rather than 
attempt to care for all the districts at once. This policy has 
resulted in an evenly distributed expenditure for new buildings. 
There is now within the mile radius from the center of the city a 
series of modern school buildings which meet the educational 
requirements of a modern school system. These buildings are 
of a size which can be maintained economically, and their initial 
cost has been equitably distributed. Besides the natural dis- 
tricts these central schools accommodate the upper grade pupils 
from the outside districts mentioned. The transportation of 
these pupils is paid for by the school department. We have 
reached apparently a period of perhaps three years wherein the 
erection of such buildings will not be needed. The realization 
of this temporary cessation in the erection of the larger elemen- 
tary school buildings has resulted in requests for additions to 
the school buildings of the outside districts. The Nugent and 
Pontoosuc School districts have sent their upper grade pupils 
to some central school for several years, the Stearns School for 
one year. While the general increase 1n school population has 
been met by the new elementary school building the high school 
has struggled to make its accommodations meet the needs of the 
phenominal growth which this school has experienced. The 
necessity of additional high school facilities concerns the entire 
city, and should be met at this time when there are no pressing 
demands for elementary school buildings. The limited number 
of pupils transported out of their districts can be cared for as 
at present, whereas there is no outlet for the high school pupils. 
The entire number of pupils transported will not equal the 
number of pupils who will constitute the afternoon section of the 
high school. It would seem a wise financial policy to delay 
any additions to the smaller schools until the high school prob- 
lem has been settled. The financial condition of the city will 
not warrant the expense of an addition to the high school and 
of additions to the smaller grade schools. "The need of the high 
school is imperative while the congestion at the smaller buildings 
can be overcome for a time by utilizing the extra rooms in the 
newer buildings. 
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AGES OF PUPILS IN RELATION TO GRADES. 


Age Grade 
I II III IV V VI VII VIII Total 

6.— 119 2 121 

7— 44 63 11 568 

8.— 195 303 91 18 607 

9.— 52 209 221 127 24 633 
10.— 20 88 159 207 112 15 5 606 
11.— 12 39 76 175 187 96 29 614 
12.— 5 14 34 95 166 185 119 31 599 
13.— 1 11 18 39 69 113 158 92 401 
14.— 6 2 8 42 61 66 136 134 455 
15.— 2 4 4 ]12 21 30 75 118 366 
16.— 1 1 3 3 12 24 46 90 
17.— 1 1 1 3 1 18 
18.— 1 1 
Total, 907 735 628 719 644 468 549 434 5079 
Grade I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
Per cent 
Below Normal 18 9 16 20 21 24 28 28 
Normal 55 41 36 29 29 29 29 81 
Above Normal 32 50 48 51 50 47 43 41 
One Year 
Above Normal 22 28 26 24 26 24 27 27 
More than one year 
Above Normal 10 22 22 27 24 23 18 14 
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PERCENTAGE OF PROMOTION. 


Year I II II IV V VI VII VIII 
1913-14; ^ ° ^88 "88 88 91 92 92 90 97 
1911-12 81 84 87 88 85 99 92 94 


In the above tables seven years is taken as the normal age 
for first grade pupils. This is the customary basis of compari- 
son. As the pupils in our schools are admitted at five and one 
half years of age this basis of computation is somewhat in our 
favor. On the other hand the age has been taken at the close 
of the school year. This would tend to balance the advantage 
just mentioned. It is unsafe to make any detailed analysis of 
such data unless it is extended over a number of years, or covers 
a large number of pupils in representative school systems. 
Such an inquiry has been made covering over two hundred 
thousand pupils in twenty nine cities by the Russell Sage 
Foundation. (Bulletin No. 108 ''The Identification of the 
Misfit Child".) The purpose of this inquiry in our own schools 
was to discover how the pupils had been affected by the change 
to an eight grade system, and by the introduction of the semi- 
annual plan of promotion. In the discussion which follows no 
attention has been given to slight variations in percentages. 
Such variations may or may not have any significance. There 
are, however, several distinct conditions brought out by such 
data which may be interpreted safely as substantiated facts, 
or which open up fields for future investigations. 

In the table of ‘‘ Distribution by Ages” it is noted that the 
largest single group is of pupils of normal age. The next largest 
group is of those who are one year above normal age. These 
facts are more noticeable when reduced to percentage in the 
second table. The largest single percentage for any grade, 
with the exception of the first grade, is of over age pupils. Ex- 
cepting the first and eighth grades the percentage of pupils of 
normal and below normal age taken together about equals that 
of pupils above normal age, that is one half the pupils are above 
the normal age. Beginning with the second grade the percen- 
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tage of below normal age pupils shows a steady increase through- 
out the grades; the percentage of normal age pupils is fairly 
constant; the percentage of above normal age pupils falls off 
in the higher grades; the percentage of. pupils one year above 
normal is noticeably constant; while the percentage of pupils 
of more than one year above normal age falls off in the two 
highest grades. In only the first grade is the number of pupils 
of normal and below normal age appreciably in excess of those 
above normal age. 

The relation of the several classifications of pupils in grade 
one do not conform to those of other grades. The changes in 
percentages from grade one to grade two are the most radical. 

A consideration of the above statements leads to several 
generalizations. It is apparent that while individuals may 
change from group to group the general relation of the groups 
enumerated is established by the third grade. Whatever 
changes take place thereafter are in the nature of general ten- 
dencies. The below normal and normal age groups considered 
together is twice that of the average group in the first grade, 
while thereafter these two groups are equal in size. This is 
evidence that many pupils fail to secure a proper start and 
join the average group after the first year. The group of those 
more than one year above normal in the first grade is a fairly 
accurate measure of those who enter school above the legal 
age. The sudden increase of this group in the second grade 
and the constancy of this percentage through the sixth grade 
also indicates the amount of retardation in the first grade. 
The constancy of the percentage of over age pupils after the 
first grade indicates that these pupils make normal progress 
once they have passed first grade barrier. Causes contributing 
to this excessive retardation are, non-English speaking, poor 
attendance, and crowded classes. This emphasizes the fact 
that first grade classes should be small enough to admit of 
closer individual attention. Where this is done the amount of 
retardation can be materially reduced. "This is an economic 
as well as an educational advantage. For the last two terms 
an average of twelve percent of first grade pupils have failed of 
promotion. The steady increase of the average percentage up 
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through the intermediate grades is too slight to have any sig- 
nificance unless it should be confirmed by similar figures for a 
number of years. The decrease of the overage percentages 
in the last two prades is due to withdrawals from school. These 
pupils have now passed the age of compulsory attendance and 
are at liberty to seek employment. Many take advantage of 
this opportunity through economic necessity, discouragement, 
or because they feel the embarrassment of their greater age. 
The steady increase of the percentage of below normal age 
pupils would appear to indicate that an increasing number of 
pupils are making more than normally rapid progress. While 
this is unquestionably true to some extent a consideration of 
these percentages together with the above normal age percen- 
tages suggests that the increase in percentage in the last three 
grades is due in part to the elimination of the overage pupils. 
A comparison of the seventh and eighth grades shows a decrease 
of thirty ‘‘below normal” pupils against a decrease of sixty-two 
““above normal” pupils. This inequality in the rate of decrease 
gives the ““below normal" group a misleading increase in per- 
centage. 

Any analysis of such data is worthless unless it serves as a 
guide for future improvement. The lines of improvement are 
indicated plainly. If the clogging of the system in the first 
grades can bé overcome, the greatest obstacle in the normal 
progress of these various groups will be removed. Reducing 
the size of the classes; amplifying the attention piven to the 
slower sections; and increasing the number of special classes 
for overage, deficient, and backward pupils are well established 
methods toward this end. These methods we are following in 
part, but the statistics given show that there is much room for 
improvement. If the elasticity of the elementary system has 
any significance it should show in a more rapid increase in the 
below normal age group and a corresponding decrease in the 
above normal age group from causes other than elimination. 
The steps taken to make our system more elastic and better 
adapted to the needs of the individual have been taken too 
recently to be judged at this time. The statistics given may 
be considered as a starting point from which we may measure 
our future success in this direction. 
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PROMOTIONS WITHOUT EXAMINATIONS, 


Four years ago the examination system as carried on in the 
grades had resulted in such gross miscarriages of justice in 
respect to promotions that some reform had become an obvious 
necessity. In theory examinations were given to serve as a 
measuring stick of knowledge by which the merit of the pupils 
might be judged. These examinations were held at stated 
periods throughout the year, together with a set of final exami- 
nations at the close of the year prepared by the superintendent. 
Such examinations together with the daily rank book formed 
the basis for promotions from grade to grade. It was an at- 
tempt to create a measure by which the offering of the educa- 
tional machine might be recorded in percentages. No account 
was made of the individuality of the child. Should there be 
any protest, there were the figures as unimpeachable evidence. 


Such a system was wrong in theory; and unworkable in 
practice. In theory it was an attempt to create a mathematical 
standard of efficiency where the units to be measured were not 
inanimate objects but were human lives at the mercurial stage 
of development. It was an attempt to place on a level thous- 
ands of children no two of whom were alike in natural ability; 
in their rate or possibilities of development; in aggressiveness, 
persistence or the other characteristics which go to make up 
individuality; in physical strength; in hereditary tendencies; 
in home environment; and so on through all the factors which 
control the life of a child. The pupils in a class are almost as 
individual as the letters of the alphabet. In practice who could 
judge of the fairness of a set of examinations questions? Even 
admitting that the questions are reasonable in their require- 
ments, and that the examination is not excessive in length; 
what shall be the basis of marking the answers? In a language 
examination, for example, what shall be the relative merit of 
accuracy of knowledge, of composition, punctuation, spelling, 
and neatness? Again granting that these vexing problems are 
satisfactory and fairly arranged, what about the detail of mark- 
ing and grading the papers? Experiment has shown that no 
two teachers would grade the same set of papers alike. Upon 
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an ambiguous point the brighter pupil will receive unconsciously 
the benefit of the doubt. The paper of the slower child re- 
ceives closer scrutiny, and every error is noted. Every con- 
scientious teacher has formed her estimate of a pupil by the 
close of the year and her blue pencil is influenced by these esti- 
mates as it travels over the mass of papers to be corrected. 
It is suggestive in respect to this point that no teacher wishes 
to have the examinations of her class corrected by another 
teacher. Then after the papers are corrected what shall con- 
stitute the dead line by which the pupils shall rise or fall back? 
These are some of the real difficulties in the mere mechanics 
of an examination system. 

Faulty as are the mechanics of an examination system the 
chief criticism arises through its failure to secure justice to the 
individual. To the very bright pupils no harm is done. They 
will forge ahead by sheer native ability but such pupils are 
limited in number. There are several roughly classified groups. 
of pupils upon whom any examination system works irreparable 
harm. ‘There is a large group of pupils which is slower in its 
mental processes and which fails to complete the examination 
paper in the given time, or which through physical nervousness. 
is unable to do itself justice. The examination marks of such 
pupils will fall below the standard of their daily work. There 
is another group of pupils who have worked faithfully, and to 
the limit of their capacity but who fail to measure up to the 
required standard. They are as well prepared for the work of 
the next grade as they ever will be. Measured relatively to 
their natural ability they have accomplished more than many 
of the brighter pupils, but if measured by an inflexible standard, 
they have failed. Again there are those who began the year 
with indifferent success, but who have shown steady improve- 
ment until at the close of the year their work is entirely satis- 
factory. There is no question concerning their ability to un- 
dertake the work of the next grade, but their average for the 
year is below the mark, and they fail. Then there is the large 
and more recently recognized group of children where the home 
atmosphere is indifferent, harmful or even antagonistic to the 
plan of public education. Such children carry on their school 


191 


work under the most discouraging conditions. Their failure 
to receive promotion after passing the age of required school 
attendance too often serves as ample excuse to withdraw them 
from school. There is the child of delicate health; and the 
child who is ill-nourished and poorly clad for severe weather. 
These by no means exhaust the possibilities of such classifica- 
tions but enough groups have been designated to illustrate the 
point made that examinations work a hardship upon many 
pupils. 

If the defects of the examination system in the grades are 
so overwhelmingly apparent, why has such a system been al- 
lowed to survive? This is a fair question, and every evidence 
in favor of an examination system should be weighed carefully. 
The usual argument has been that, granting the defects, there 
is no better known device to measure the degree of knowledge 
attained by a class of pupils. This appears to be an excuse 
rather than a reason or argument in favor of examinations. 
It is at least an acknowledgement of weakness to harbor an 
evil because we know of nothing better with which to replace it. 
One explanation for the existence of the system has been the 
rapid growth of our school systems, and the resulting necessity 
of some organization to control these larger public depart- 
ments. In perfecting these organizations the public school 
systems too often become educational machines. As a part 
of the organization the examination system as a device for 
measuring knowledge became conspicuous. It was thought 
to be an easy method to govern promotions. It could be con- 
trolled by the central government of the school department. 
It placed every child on the same basis, showing favor to none. 
Upon these or similar reasons for its growth and perpetuation 
the examination system in the grades must rest its case. With 
out taking up these points at length their fallacy in several 
instances may be pointed out in a few words. 

Any public department which employs many people and 
expends large sums must create a careful organization to insure 
reasonable efficiency, and to prevent waste. A public school 
department differs, however, in that it is dealing with human 
units. Nothing justifies this department in creating a machine 
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by which the rights of each unit to individual consideration is 
lost. This has been done too frequently, and it is where the 
examination system has exercised its most harmful influence. 
The argument for placing all pupils on a dead level of require- 
ment is unsound. Special consideration must be shown if 
justice is to be rendered. Children are not all created equal 
either in mental endowment, in environment or physical stami- 
na. Nor is it an easy method as might be supposed. Under 
such a system teachers and pupils begin and end the year with 
but two objective points. These are to prepare for, and to 
pass the examinations. All else must give way to this end. 
Consequently there is created in the beginning an artificial 
atmosphere which is fatal to any love of work for work’s sake. 
All excursions along attractive paths branching out from the 
. main road are almost forbidden by the necessity of reaching a 
stated point at a stated time. This strain is responsible largely 
for what is familiarly known as ‘‘class room atmosphere." It 
. accounts for nerve-racked teachers and irritable classes. ‘‘The 
examination must be passed” becomes a universal slogan. 
With the evidence all in there was in our opinion but one 
possible verdict. There was not enough evidence in favor of 
the examination system to call for any judicial clemency. 
Consequently we decided to eliminate examinations as a basis 
of promotions in the grades. "The study of the whole situation 
disclosed injustices due to a slavish adherence to the record 
book of daily marks as well as from the examinations. Conse- 
quently under the new plan the daily record book was made a 
subordinate factor. The main features of the new plan were 
very simple. Each child was to be given individual considera- 
tion. He was not to be weighed relative to the other pupils. 
He was to be promoted in full, on trial, or retained for another 
term on his own individual merits. Can he do the work of the 
next grade? By this question an unsatisfactory start at the 
beginning of the year, or other considerations which might 
reduce the average for the full year were discounted. He was 
to be estimated upon his ability to undertake the work of the 
next grade according to his ability and standing at the close 
of the term. Is there some doubt about his promotion, or are 
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there special considerations in his case which entitle him to a 
trial? This question covers such matters as overage, and home 
eonditions. It would include a consideration of a notable 
tendency to discouragement, with a consequent marking of time 
or even a withdrawal from school if he had passed the required 
compulsory age of attendance. As a check upon the whole 
before any pupil was refused promotion the reasons must be 
stated in writing and approved by the principals. 

This is a brief statement of the plan of promotion which we 
proposed to substitute for the examination system. Obvious 
criticisms of such a plan were recognized in the beginning. 
‘The merit of these criticisms could be demonstrated only by 
trial. Two such criticisms may be mentioned. Without ex- 
aminations would there be a tendency to lower the standard? 
‘There are two natural checks upon such a tendency, the course 
of study, and the demands of the teacher above. An experience 
of four years has shown that this criticism has no weight. On 
. the contrary the teachers have felt the responsibility placed 
upon them. The tendency has been on the whole toward a 
more exacting rather than a weakened standard, the underlying 
aim being to require of each pupil according to his ability. A 
second criticism was that in order to make a good showing there 
would be an unwise increase in the promotion rate. There 
has been a decided increase in this respect as is shown in the 
comparative table elsewhere, in this report. For this increase 
no apologies are offered. In the beginning the rate of promo- 
tion was far too low. It is now none too high. In fact we 
hope to see it still further increased. According to our theory 
of administration in a properly organized school system every 
child except the hopelessly deficient should make normal 
progress through the grades. It is the percentage of failures 
rather than the percentage of those promoted which requires 
study and explanation. 

In closing this discussion two other beneficial changes should 
. be noted. One was entirely unexpected. In fact a contrary 
result was anticipated. It has been a time honored tradition 
that ‘‘marks” were the teachers protection from protest when 
the final results were announced. Consequently the absence 
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of this prop to our contentions for the reason why a certain. 
child was not promoted suggested stormy arguments with. 
disappointed parents. On the contrary the customary flood. 
of protests which have been a feature of the close of a school. 
year has almost entirely disappeared. The explanation of this. 
change in the attitude in many instances where the pupils have: 
failed of promotion is not clear. The fact that it has disap- 
peared is too obvious an improvement to require comment.. 
Another and more expected result has been the pronounced. 
absence of an unnatural tension especially at the close of the: 
school year. 'This has brought about a more spontaneous. 
spirit of attack and a richer achievement in results, an object. 
well to be sought. The experiment has brought to the front. 
the well known question whether our public school system is. 
to be a relentless machine through which our children are to. 
be passed and ground out like so much grain, or whether it shall. 
be an institution which considers each pupil as a separate: 
problem for whose individual development we are responsible.. 
While not claiming that in departing from a traditional pro- 
cedure we have substituted a cure-all, we are confident that. 
by cutting free from the examination system we have made: 
a decided forward step. 


FIRE PROTECTION. 


The special committee of citizens appointed by the School. 
Committee to examine the school buildings in reference to the. 
fire risk, and the provisions for the safety of the pupils presented. 
in their report some conditions which demand our attention. 
until they have been corrected. We were unable to secure last. 
year an appropriation for this work through a lack of available: 
funds. As long as this report remains unacted upon the re- 
sponsibility for any accidents due to fire rests jointly upon this. 
committee and the City Council. Through the independent. 
action of the District Police two schools have been brought up 
to a higher standard of safety by some structural changes and. 
by the introduction of a modern fire alarm system. Other- 
wise.the conditions stand as in the following report by this. 
special committee. | | 
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PITTSFIELD SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
GENTLEMEN :— 


Your committee upon the investigation of the public school 
buildings in reference to their fire protection beg to submit 
the following report: 


A recent investigation shows that in this country ten schooł 
buildings per week are destroyed by fire. However fortunate 
a community may have been in the past this statement shows 
the extreme importance of adequate precautions against fires, 
of well organized and steadily practiced fire drills, and of suffi- 
cient and safe methods of egress. This academic view point 
becomes a live issue after a visit to a few school buildings. As 
one watches the hundreds of children passing out steadily in a 
rehearsal of the fire drill one appreciates as would be possible 
under no other circumstance the tremendous moral responsi- 
bility placed upon the school authorities in safeguarding the 
life of every child. With the memory of the Collinswood dis- 
aster in mind it is only too easy to see how the neglect of some 
simple precaution might cause a repetition of such a disaster 
in any school building. No body of citizens watching a fire 
drill would care to take upon themselves the responsibility of 
neglecting any precaution to insure the safety of those whom 
the law demands shall attend the schools. No expense of 
- Structural alterations or the installation of safety devices can 
be measured against the life of a single child. This spirit of 
responsibility was appreciated by your committee as they took 
up the work of investigation, and is the controlling motive of 
the report which follows. . | 


An investigation of a school building in respect to general 
fire protection must include four factors; first the prevention 
of fires due to carelessness or structural defects in the building; 
second the equipment of the building with adequate means of 
fighting a fire; third, structural changes to insure safe and prop- 
er methods of egress; fourth, fire drills and fire alarms. Your 
committee has visited all the'school buildings of the city of two 
or more stories in height. They have examined the buildings 
with special attention to the points noted above. Fire drills 
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have been held for their inspection. With the exception of 
the newer schools conditions are dissimilar in the various 
buildings, and each was considered separately in the matter 
of recommendations. It was found, however, that an analysis 
of the school plant as a whole made it possible to summarize 
the more important changes as general recommendations ap- 
plicable to all schools except where exceptions are specifically 
noted. There can be no question concerning the necessity of 
proper standards of cleanliness in the buildings and particularly 
in respect to the boiler room and basements. The improper 
care of hot ashes, loose papers, oils, rags, etc. are the most 
frequent causes of fires. All these articles necessarily occur. 
The important point is to see that they are disposed of or cared 
for in a manner which insures the smallest margin of risk. 
Where boilers are too near the ceilings, or the ceilings are of 
such material or in such condition that there is danger of fire 
at any time automatic systems of alarm and automatic sprink- 
lers are imperative. This condition is particularly true of 
several schools and demands immediate attention. It must 
be remembered in this respect that janitors are not in the base- 
ments at all times. Most school house fires start at this point 
and unless there be an immediate warning the fire may gain 
serious headway before it is discovered. Once a fire is under 
way and the building is cleared of occupants there arises the 
question of saving this property. Hand extinguishers serve - 
the purpose up to a certain point. Beyond this point the use 
of water is necessary. Some of the schools are equipped with 
stand pipes. Their value to the janitor and fire department 
are unquestioned, and such stand pipes properly equipped 
should be installed universally. The disaster at Collinswood 
was caused by an improper exit against which the pupils were 
piled up either to be smothered or burned to death. Our State 
Laws specify regulations concerning the exits. These should 
be enforced and in certain instances exceeded in the matter of 
safe guards. All doors should open out easily when pushed 
even by a small child, and should be held open automatically 
until released. Stairways should be clear of incumbrances, 
should be easy of descent and should deliver pupils rapidly to 
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direct exits without danger of congestion. At the Rice School 
it is imperative that a change in the stairways be made at 
once. The arrangement here is extremely dangerous. 

Three conditions should govern fire drills by pupils. First, 
all pupils should leave the building at once; second, they should 
proceed steadily, and in the most direct manner to the several 
exits; and third, drills should be held frequently to insure a 
thorough familiarity with the drill. 


REGULATIONS TO GOVERN FIRE DRILLS. 


Upon the discovery of a fire the alarm should be sounded 
at once. Nothing should interfere with this rule. 

Pupils should leave the building in all drills without wraps. 
They should proceed steadily, but should not run. 

Drills should be held at least once a week. These drills 
should be held at different times, and under all the varying 
conditions which pertain to the distribution of the pupils. 

Teachers or large pupils should be assigned stations at all 
important points where congestion might occur, upon landings 
and at the doors. It should be the duty of some to throw open 
the outside doors. 

In case the toilet rooms are located where the alarm may 
not be heard these rooms should be inspected to see that they 
are clear of pupils. 

After the alarm is sounded the janitor should give ts at- 
tention to the fire. 

It should be the duty of some teacher to notify the Fire 
Department. 

In all arrangements the first consideration is to clear the 
building of pupils. Attention to the fire and the calling of 
outside help are of secondary importance. The saving of per- 
sonal or public property are not to be considered against the 
possibility of losing life. 

Principals should hold themselves free to supervising the 
drill. Any necessary details should be assigned to specified 
teachers, 
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Principals should inspect the basements at least once a 
week and report any dangerous conditions to the superintendent. 
The basements should be inspectéd periodically by an inspector 
from the Fire Department. 


GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS. 


The present systems of fire alarms in the school buildings 
are very unsatisfactory. In certain schools it is necessary 
for the janitor to go from the basement to the second floor to 
ring the alarm. In few of the schools is it possible to ring the 
alarm from the basement and each floor. The regular service 
bell is used in all but one school. Some bells are too small to 
be heard throughout the building. Some bells are struck by 
hand, others are a part of the regular electrical system, and 
subject to the vagaries of overworked dry cells. Scarcely any 
two schools use the same system of alarms. These conditions 
lead to the possibility of the alarnis being out of order, or not 
being heard or understood, and of too much delay in being 
sounded. It is recommended therefore that a uniform alarm 
system be installed. Such a system should be on a separate 
circuit, and consist of continuous ringing gongs with boxes on 
each floor, in the basement and at any other points which a 
particular building may demand. This system of alarms to be 
installed under the supervision of, and to be regularly inspected 
by the Fire Department. 


Basements should be plastered on metal lathes. Base- 
ments should be equipped with automatic sprinklers. This 
recommendation applies particularly to schools where the base- 
ments have Georgia hard pine ceilings, as in the high school; 
where there are hot air systems, as in the Stearns and Tucker 
Schools; where the ceiling beams are exposed, as in the Pon- 
toosuc and Read and Rice Schools; or where the ceiling is on 
wood lathes and in poor condition which is true of several 
schools. Exceptions are noted in the Dawes, Mercer, Plunkett 
Bartlett and Crane Schools. These schools are of modern 
construction and are in excellent condition. 
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Hand extinguishers should be on every floor and in the 
boiler rooms. These should be located in conspicuous places. 
They should be charged annually by the Fire Department. 
All buildings should be equipped with stand pipes fitted with 
the Vinette cocks. Because of its construction and size the 
high school should have two standpipes placed at the north 
and south ends of the building. 

All exits from the building should be equipped with panic 
bolts. There should be also automatic catches to hold the 
door open. 

All receptacles for ashes, waste paper or general rubbish 
should be of fire proof construction either concrete or brick. 
Steel cans of sufficient in number will serve the purpose in 
the smaller schools. No ashes, paper or rubbish should be 
placed against or near a wooden partition. 

Storm doors should be constructed of a width equal to the 
regular exits of each building. These doors should be equipped 
with panic bolts and catches or should be double action. 

The following recommendations for the separate schools 
are either for necessary alterations outside the general recom- 
mendations, or to call attention to specific instances where the 
general recommendations have especial application. 


HIGH ScHoor. 


The carpenter shop to be removed from the building. 

Extinguishers in lunch room and laboratories. 

Outside fire escape. This is a badly overcrowded three 
story building. The stairways are insufficient to clear promptly 
all three stories. Consequently there should be a temporary 
fire escape especially for the third floor pupils. This fire escape 
is intended for use until an addition to the building is completed. 

An outside gas shut-off. 

Smoke doors and partitions at the foot of basement stairs. 

Automatic sprinklers in basement. 

The ceiling of the entire basement is of hard pine which is 
in an inflamable condition. This makes the last two recom- 
mendations imperative. 


DAWES SCHOOL. 
The present fire alarm can be rung from one floor only. 


PLUNKETT SCHOOL. 
The corridors are insufficiently lighted. 


READ SCHOOL. 


The boiler is too close to the ceiling. There should be an 
asbestos protection placed on the ceiling over the boiler. 

Self acting doors should be placed at the head of the base 
ment stairs. 

One new extinguisher. 


BARTLETT SCHOOL. 


Three extinguishers should be installed. There are none 
at present. 


RicE SCHOOL. 


|. The basement of this building is in a dangerous condition. 
There should be a smoke bonnet on the north boiler, and a 
system of automatic sprinklers installed. The stairways dis- 
charge the pupils into a too small area. One stairway should 
be turned. 

This building should have stand pipes at once. 


REDFIELD SCHOOL. 


The present standpipes equipped with Vinette valves and 
new hose in the basement. l 


BriaGcs SCHOOL. 


The alarm system cannot be clearly heard and is sounded 
from the second floor only. 
Standpipe equipped with Vinette valves. 
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STEARNS SCHOOL. 


Standpipe installed. 

Asbestos placed over the heater until ceiling is plastered. 

A hydrant placed in front of building. 

"This building is the greatest distance from the center of the 
city. It should be amply guarded against fire, and equipped 
with every convenience for extinguishing a fire. 


PontToosuc SCHOOL. 
Two more extinguishers. 
Asbestos over the boiler until ceiling is plastered. 
Hose bib in fire room. 
Self closing doors at the head of the basement stairs. 


TUCKER SCHOOL. 

Three new extinguishers. 

This building is heated with hot air, using at present nine 
separate heaters. The basement ceiling is plastered over 
wooden lathes and is in poor condition. There is no fire proof 
construction in the building. It is a three story building. To 
render the condition at this school even reasonably safe there 
should be automatic sprinklers and automatic alarms in the 
basement. 

The doors at the head of the basement stairs should be self 
acting. 

There should be at least one standpipe installed. 

The heaters are in poor condition and should not be used 
another year until repaired. 

The corridors are poorly lighted. 


CRANE SCHOOL. 
Three extinguishers should be installed. 


MERCER PRIMARY SCHOOL. 

This building is old and of dangerous construction in the 
basement. Extreme care should be exercised to see that this 
basement is kept in proper condition. 
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The brick work about the boiler needs repairing. 

The wooden partition of coal bin is too near the boiler, 
and should be moved back at least two feet. 

All inflammable material should be removed from the 
basement. ; 
Respectfully submitted, 

HENRY TRAVER, JR. 

HENRY A. FRANCIS, 

JOHN J. NOLAN, 

J. McARTHUR VANCE, 

WM. C. SHEPARD. 


TENURE OF OFFICE. 


The passage of an act insuring the permanency of the 
teachers’ position during satisfactory service marks an im- 
portant step in educational legislation. Any such legislation 
should be just to both parties. This act should tend toward a 
more careful selection of teachers and a high standard of service 
during the probationary period of three years. After this 
time it would appear that the interest of the school and teacher 
were both properly guarded. A copy of the act is included in 
this section of the report. 

Chapter 714. 


An Act RELATIVE TO THE TENURE OF OFFICE OF TEACHERS 
AND SUPERINTENDENTS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Be it enacted as follows: 


SECTION 1. The School Committee of a city or town, in 
electing a teacher or superintendent who has served in the public 
schools of its city or town for the three previous consecutive 
years, shall employ such teacher or superintendent to serve at 
the discretion of the school committee, subject to the provisions 
of section two of this act. 

SECTION 2. The school committee may dismiss any teacher 
or superintendent from employment by a two thirds vote of 
the whole committee, and such teacher or superintendent shall 
not receive any compensation for service rendered after such 
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dismissal: provided, that a teacher or superintendent employed 
to serve at the discretion of the school committee as provided 
in section one of this act, shall not be dismissed unless, at 
least thirty days prior to the meeting, exclusive of customary 
vacation periods, at which the committee votes upon the 
question of his dismissal, he shall have been given notice of the 
intention of the school committee to vote upon the question 
of his dismissal, nor unless he shall have been given upon his 
request a statement by the school committee of the reasons 
for which his dismissal is proposed; nor unless, also, in the 
case of a teacher, the superintendent of schools shall have 
given to the school committee his recommendations as to the 
proposed dismissal. 


SECTION 3. (1) No teacher employed to serve at the dis- 
cretion of the school committee, as provided in section one of 
this act, shall suffer a decrease of salary without his consent, 
except by a general salary revision affecting equally all teachers 
of the same salary grade in the city or town. 


(2) A superintendent employed to serve at the discretion 
of the school committee shall suffer no decrease in salary without 
his consent, until at least one year after the school committee 
has voted to reduce his salary. 

SECTION 4. Nothing herein contained shall be construed 
as limiting the right of a school committee to suspend a teacher - 
or superintendent for immoral conduct or other conduct un- 
becoming a teacher; and if the teacher or superintendent so 
suspended is subsequently dismissed because of such conduct, 
he shall not receive any salary for the period of his suspension. 

SECTION 5. Nothing herein contained shall be construed 
as limiting the right of a school committee to dismiss a teacher 
when as actual decrease in the number of pupils in the schools 
of the city or town renders such action advisable.. 

SECTION 6. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed. | 

SECTION 7. This act shall not apply to superintendents 
of superintendency unions. 
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MASSACHUSETTS TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT ASSO- 
CIATION. 


After July 1st, 1914, the Massachusetts Teachers’ Retire- 
ment Association, Chapter 832, Acts of 1913 became effective. 
After this date all teachers employed within the state must 
become members of this association. For teachers already in 
service membership is voluntary. 


Members of the Association contribute 5 per cent of their 
salary within a minimum of $35 and a maximum of $100 per 
year. The contribution purchases at the time of retirement 
(between sixty and seventy years of age) an annuity. In 
addition to this annuity the state contributes as pension an 
amount equal to the annuity. Every member is guaranteed 
upon retirement an allowance of at least $300 per year. If for 
any reason a teacher ceases to become a member the amount 
contributed plus the accumulated interest is refunded to the 
teacher, or, in case of death to the legal representatives. The 
terms of this legislative act insures that under any and all cir- 
cumstances all amounts contributed with interest shall be re- 
funded to the teacher or legal representatives in case the teacher ` 
does not reach the age of retirement. | 


The many safeguards thrown about this legislative act to 
. prevent any possible loss to the members should recommend 
the association to teachers as a method of compulsory saving 
even if there were no expectation of ultimately receiving the 
double benefit of the pension at the age of retirement. In 
Pittsfield at least such does not appear to be the case. Only 
about 20% of the teachers have become members of the asso- 
ciation. Exclusive of those whose membership was obligatory 
only 15% of our teachers have become members. By the 
payment of accrued contributions teachers may become mem- 
bers of the association. It is to be hoped that other teachers 
will take advantage of this opportunity. No other teachers’ 
pension act refunds all assessments with interest to those who 
leave the service before the age of retirement. 
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MEDICAL INSPECTION. 


SUMMARY FOR 1914. 


Pupils excluded by Medical Inspector, 


Number of, pupils excluded for: 
Measles, 
Chicken pox, 
Tonsilitis, 
Pediculosis, 
Mumps, 
Diphtheria, 
Whooping Cough, 
Scabies, 
Ringworm, | 
Impetigo Contagiosa, 
Eyes, 
Ears, 
Other Causes, 


PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS. 


Total Number Examined, 


Nature of Defects Boys Girls 
Eyes, 304 402 
Ears, 19 66 
Heart, i 28 35 
Lungs, 5 4 
Throat and Nose, 417 436 
Teeth, 1038 1100 
Skin, 31 46 
Bones, 14 17 
Gen. Condition 68 81 


1913 1914 


364 


756 
141 


74 


5588 


Total Per Cent 


1 


6 


E 


3.5 
2.5 
E 
0.1 
5.2 
38.2 
1.3 
0.5 
2.7 
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Defects Specially Noted. 


Cases of Adenoids............................ 163 
Enlarged Tonsils.............................. 722 
Enlarged Glands.............................. 93 
Spinal: TroüD]e, os eis eee ene DAG DE wee ue 9 
Bronchitis’: 1o A RET DES 2 
Infantile Paralysis............................ 11 
ATA 25 es sa eV e esi Rb er Ea IR UR 69 
Malnutrition 259 s 02200 te Beat teat RSS 2 
A su s you yy anyay a ate D en 1 
Other (C ases. u Ud bot Ded ct p UR deve ed d 166 


It appears important to emphasize again the increasing 
need of a school nurse to supplement the work of the school 
physicians. Until this year the recommendation of a school 
nurse rested in. part upon the failure of response from parents 
either through indifference or ignorance to the suggestions of. 
the school physicians, and in part upon the satisfactory ex- 
periences of many other cities where they employed the school 
nurse as a connecting link between the school and the home. 
For a part of last year the Board of Health nurse was enabled 
to give some of her time to school work. "The result of her 
visitations to the homes justified all the claims that have been 
made for such work. Parents were influenced to send their 
children to school in a cleanly condition. "Through the recom- 
mendations and explanations of this nurse children were given 
treatment for physical defects that will be of incalculable bene- 
fit to them. Every dirty child is a menace to his mates. Every 
child who is permitted to reach maturity with correctable 
physical defects adds another unnecessary drag upon society as 
a whole. Unfortunately the demands upon the time of the 
nurse were so heavy that she was obliged to discontinue any 
help in the schools. Consequently the school department after 
this brief experience feel even more keenly the prime importance 
of the help of a school nurse. There is perhaps at the present 
time no addition to the department which would increase the 
general welfare of the pupils more than a school nurse. Under 
modern conditions where health and hygiene is so emphasized 
the services of a school nurse are almost indispensable. 
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE HIGH SCHOOL. 
Mr. C. G. Persons, Supt. of Schools, Pittsfield. 


SIR — 

The report of the high school principal for the school year 
1913-1914 is not intended as an argumentative discussion of 
any of the matter presented. A considerable amount of data 
has been collected and much more is in process of compilation 
which bears upon the relation of the various factors involved 
in a general technical analysis of the operation of the school. 
The main questions that arise at the present time are those of 
policy, organization and development. Each of these ques- 
tions will be answered practically, regardless of what our 
theories may be, by the action taken by the city, through its 
representatives, in regard to a request for increased accommo- 
dations for high school work. It is because this factor deter- 
mines all the others, in practical operation, that the major part 
of this report will be devoted to this issue. 

The total enrollment of the school for the year 1913-1914 
was 950; the per cent of attendance 94.8; and the percent of 
tardiness .00687. The elimination of students was somewhat 
less than the previous year, and the percentage of promotions 
somewhat higher. We received 420 entrants during the year 
and graduated, in June, 71 from the Academic and 50 from 
the Commercial Department. Of those graduated from the 
Academic Department 22 have entered colleges or technical 
schools and 21 other higher institutions of learning. The 
largest number of teachers employed during the year was 
thirty-six, not counting the principal. The total number of 
recitation periods carried was 834, an average of 22.0 periods 
per teacher per week. Since this was an increase of 123 reci- 
tation periods over the previous year, it accounts for the time 
of the five teachers added at mid year, or in February 1914. 
This is the natural and normal increase in teaching force to 
meet the average yearly increase in enrollment of about two 
hundred each full school year during the temporary period of 
extraordinary growth which began in 1910. 
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Since the entrance of the class in February 1915 the total 
number of students enrolled thus far this year has been over 
1150. Some of this number have become non-members since 
their entrance so that our actual present attendance is, in round 
numbers, 1100. This necessitates a teaching force of forty- 
one full time teachers conducting 967 periods of recitations per 
week, or 23.5 periods per week per teacher; being an increase 
of 133 periods over last year. To meet the demands of the 
present schedule has taxed both the capacity of all our avail- 
able accommodations and the ingenuity of the administration 
to meet the requirements of the curriculum with that room. 

The high school building was planned to accommodate 576 
pupils. Three and a half years ago seatings were placed in the 
third story. Three years ago the Read building was taken 
over for high school purposes. Both buildings are now used 
to maximum capacity and a hundred students are coming to 
school in the afternoon for regular work. In both buildings 
we are using third story rooms for seating rooms, recitation 
rooms and laboratories, regardless of adaptability, intended use, 
or conditions of heat, light and ventilation. At times during 
the week we are using reception room, library, auditorium, 
apparatus rooms and corridors.. Much of the work is done 
under such conditions that to expect satisfactory results is 
absurd. Many students are subjected to conditions of work 
that are indefensible in a city like Pittsfield. 

The combined normal capacity of both buildings is 840. 
We are utilizing it for 1100 pupils, one hundred being in an 
afternoon session. This afternoon session can be justified 
only by one argument—necessity. 

There are two real laboratories and one lecture room in 
both buildings. We need at the present time six equipped 
laboratories and at least two lecture rooms. One-half of our 
science work is done without laboratory facilities of any kind, 
much of it in regular seating rooms. 

The above brief outline merely suggests a few of the many 
items that would enumerate the physical limitations under 
^ which the school is forced to work. No possible readjustments 
can be made with the present plant that will work any material 
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advantage, even from the physical standpoint, much less the 
educational. To make a bald statement of fact the conditions 
are such that unless something is done to afford relief the high 
school has reached its highest degree of efficiency and must in- 
evitably lose much of what has thus far been gained. Too much 
emphasis cannot be placed upon this fact. We have to face 
the situation whether we like it or not; and whatever may be 
done, or passed over in the hope of more favorable times, we 
should not fool ourselves with the notion that this matter is 
otherwise than of the very first importance to the city. We 
are going to catch up and keep up with the standard set by 
other New England Cities in opportunity to get at home both 
the amount and the kind of high school training that best 
meets the community needs, or we are going to lay behind the 
educational procession. And whatever we do, we want to do 
it with our eyes open, and stand prepared to meet the conse- 
quences. 

Because the high school has practically doubled in the past 
five years does not mean that it will repeat the process or 
-even increase the same number in the next five years. In fact 
the school has reached nearly its maximum possible size for a 
‘city any where near the population of Pittsfield. Our rapid 
growth in the grades has been recent and all out of proportion to 
the growth in the grades and to the growth in population. This 
has been due chiefly to three causes, namely, a change from a 
nine to an eight grade system, giving us a very large class to 
enter four years ago; to receiving two entering classes a year 
for the past four years, while graduating but one class a year; 
and to the fact that the entering classes have been large, while 
the graduating classes have been small in comparison. This 
year and next we shall graduate large classes. After next year 
'we shall graduate two classes per year, and classes much larger 
in proportion to the entering classes than in the past. It is 
hard to see how the school can possibly have in actual member- 
:Ship many over twelve hundred pupils until the city shall have 
.a population of considerably over fifty thousand. 

The whole matter of high school education is passing 
through a rapid evolutionary stage. Just what the situation 
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` will be, even five years from now, would be rash to prophesy. 
That the trade school, maintained by the community whose 
industrial development warrants it, is rapidly displacing much 
of the work formerly attempted, with conspicuous failure, by 
the specialized high school, seems one of the marked tendencies. 
in this field. But that some form of manual arts for both boys 
and girls is a necessary function of the high school seems de- 
finitely settled. For a city the size of Pittsfield, and for a 
school the size of ours, and for a city and a school the size of 
which ours can hope to become for many years, it would seem 
the logical and the wise thing to provide accommodations for 
equal social and educational opportunity for all in the form of 
a unit plant adequate to realize the necessities of College prepa- 
ration, and commercial, manual and physical development. 
This would seem to be both the most economical in construction, 
in maintenance and in administration, and the soundest policy 
educationally. And it also seems to be entirely feasible under 
present local conditions. | 
Respectfully submitted, 
HARRY E. PRATT. 
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SPECIAL DEPARTMENTS. 


No individual reports from the supervisors have been re- 
quested this year for purposes of this report. The work of 
each department has been highly satisfactory. Attention 
should be called to the increasing difficulty each year for the 
supervisors to arrange a program enabling them to give their 
departments the careful supervision required. Whereas a 
few years ago each class could be visited almost weekly now a 
monthly visit is not infrequently the last arrangement that can 
be made. It is a question how long this process can continue 
without detriment to the work. In respect to the manual train- 
ing and domestic science the increase in the school attendance 
has brought a more obvious condition of congestion. In these 
departments the classes are conducted at one center. The 
seventh and eighth grades have become so large that the pupils 
could not be accommodated at these centers. A schedule of 
work is in force even now wherein each section is omitted at 
regular periods. There were twelve sections of girls to be 
taught in ten school periods. This congestion necessitated the 
above plan. It is apparent that a second room for each of 
these activities will soon be needed. If such additional centers 
are established the scope of the work could be extended. Courses 
in cooking could then be offered to high school girls as an elec- 
tive; and the work in manual training could be offered to more 
than the seventh grade until these new centers became over- 
crowded with the growth of the school population. 
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REPORT OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OFFICERS. 


To C. G. Persons, Superintendent of Schools. 


DEAR SIR— 

Below is a summary of our work for the past year. 
Unexcused absences, 1244 

. Truants, 93 

Cases of Truancy, 182 

Parents taken into Court, 5 
Children taken into Court, 14 

Number of children committed, 7 


The following cases of contagious diseases have been re- 
ported by the Board of Health, and the families excluded from 
school. 


Scarlet fever, 59 
Diphtheria, 30 
Chicken pox, 42 
Measles, 26 
Whooping cough, 33 
Mumps, 8 


Respectfully submitted, 
ASHER STARKWEATHER, 


WM. F. CODY, 
School Attendance Officers. 
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SCHOOL CENSUS 


Boys Dem (anaes ca ieee hades 
Girls A nenns 
Boys (A E CH EE ME 
Girls 7—14.................... 
Boys  14—16.................... 
Girls 14—16.................... 
Boys A eneee ennenen 
Girls O eave TENER 
Children 5—16................... 
Children 15—16................... 
Census 1914 5—15............... 
Census 1913 5—15............... 


Increase 5—15.................... 
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SCHOOL BANKS. 


WILLIAM R. PLUNKETT SCHOOL. 


Annual Report. Year ending December 31st, 1914. 


Bal. on hand January 1, 1914, $190 28 
RECEIPTS: 
Deposited by pupils, $395 92 
Deposited by teachers, 58 00 
Interest, 9 90 
So $463 82 
$654 10 
DISBURSEMENTS: 


Deposited on Pupils’ Savings 


Bank Books, $370 09 
Deposited on Teachers’ Sav- 
ings Bank Books, 31 00 
Cash to Pupils, 40 93 
Int. to School Account, 9 90 
Bal. on hand Jan. 1, 1915, 202 08 
$654 10 
Number of Bank Books issued to 
depositors this year, 10 


MARY A. BRENNAN, 
Cashier. 
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Joser TUCKER SCHOOL BANK. 


Annual Report. Year ending December 31st, 1914. 


Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1914, 


RECEIPTS: 


Deposited by Pupils, 
Deposited by Teachers, 
Interest, 


DISBURSEMENTS: 


Deposited on Pupils’ Savings 
Bank Books, 


Deposited on Teachers’ Sav- 


ings Bank Books, 
Cash to Pupils, 
Cash to Teachers, 
Interest to School Account, 
Bal. on hand Jan. 1, 1915, 


Number of Berkshire County Sav- 
ings Bank Books issued to De- 
positors this year, 


$1,047 36 
573 94 
4 56 


$1,011 43 


451 05 


85 65 . 


124 00 
4 56 
92 39 


$143 22 


$1,625 86 


$1,769 08 


$1,769 08 


$1,769 08 


77 


CHARLES E. BENNETT, 


Cashier. 
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WILLIAM M. MERCER SCHOOL BANK. 


Annual Report. Year ending December 31st, 1914. 


Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1914, $742 06 
RECEIPTS: 
Deposited by Pupils, $1,540 14 
Deposited by Teachers, 403 21 
Interest, | 9 39 
—————— $2,042 74 
$2,784 80 
DISBURSEMENTS: 


Deposited on Pupils’ Savings 


Bank Books, $1,599 96 
Deposited on Teachers’ Sav- 
ings Bank Books, 384 21 
Cash to Pupils, 100 40 
Cash to Teachers, 14 00 
Interest to School Account, | 9 39 
Bal. on hand Jan. 1, 1915, 676 84 
$2,784 80 
Number of Bank Books issued to 
Depositors this year, 105 


GEORGE W. GARDNER, 


Cashier. 
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CRANE SCHOOL BANK. 


Annual Report. Year ending December 3lst, 1914. 


Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1914, $40 30 
RECEIPTS: 
Deposited by Pupils, $286 93 
Deposited by Teachers, 
Interest, 74 
$287 67 
$327 97 
DISBURSEMENTS: 


Deposited on Pupils’ Savings 


Bank Books, $252 00 
Deposited on Teachers’ Sav- 
ings Bank Books, 
Cash to Pupils, 18 55 
Cash to Teachers, 
Interest to School Account, 74 
Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1915, 56 68 
| = s $327 97 
Number of Bank Books issued to 
Depositors this year, | 90 


JAMES F. LUCEY, 


Cashter. 
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WILLIAM B. Rice SCHOOL. 


Annual Report. Year ending December 31st, 1914. 


Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1914, $68 40 
RECEIPTS: 
Deposited by Pupils, $387 18 
Deposited by Teachers, 1 00 
Interest, 3 64 
SSS $391 82 
$460 22 
DISBURSEMENTS: 


Deposited on Pupils’ Savings 


Bank Books, $362 69 
Deposited on Teachers’ Sav- 
ings Bank Books, 1 00 
Cash to Pupils, 39 93 
Interest to School Account, 3 64 
Bal. on hand Jan. 1, 1915, 56 96 
AA $460 22 
Number of Bank Books issued to 
Depositors this year, 44 


ROSE O. KENDALL, 


Cashier. 
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WILLIAM F. BARTLETT SCHOOL BANK. 


Annual Report. Year ending December 31st, 1914. 


Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1914, | | $76 43 
RECEIPTS: 
Deposited by Pupils, $691 08 
Deposited by Teachers, 47 20 
Interest, 3 20 
SS === $741 48 
$817 91 
DISBURSEMENTS: 


Deposited on Pupils’ Savings 


Bank Books, $621 97 
Deposited on Teachers’ Sav- 

ings Bank Books, 30 00 

Cash to Pupils, |... §9 25 

Cash to Teachers, 21 67 

Interest to School Account, 3 20 

. Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1915, 81 82 
AAA $817 91 

Number of Bank Books issued to 

Depositors this year, 81 


HELENA J. JORDAN, 


Cashier. 


GRADUATES OF PITTSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 


CLASS OF 1914. 


Class Motto:—‘‘Esse quam Videri”. 


Thomas Bell Annin 
Dora Irene Baker 
Serena Frances Barnes 
Willett Clark Barrett 
Adeline Louise Bligh 
William John Bousha 
Bertha Boynton 

Paul Evans Burbank 
Kathleen Elizabeth Cain 
Abigail Elizabeth Carey 
Fred Carlson 

Florence Clem 

Sadie Loretta Collins 
Lillian May Coons 

Olive Bernice Coons 
Paul Wesley Crosier 
Arthur Edward Dewey 
Eleanor Rathburn Dewey 
Thomas Martin Dillon 


Monroe Benjamin England | 


Margaret Coletta Farrell 
Loretta Catherine Fleming 
Helen Margaret Flynn 
Edward Henry Foley 
Harold Peirson Foote 
Marion Edith Galusha 
Thomas Ackley Gaylord 
Harold Wilson Goodrich 
H. Kenneth Hale 

Anna Gertrude Haskins 
Arthur Merchant Howard 
Maitland Jacobs 

Dorothy Quincy Johnson 
Harry Waldemere Kalstrom 
John Eoghan Kelly 


Ellen Gertrude Kevlin 
Russell Ashworth Knowles 
Ruby Harmon Laird 
Elizabeth Gertrude Larkin 
Ethel Jane Light 

Almon Kemp Lincoln 
Mary Pauline Linnehan 
Charlotte Mason 

Mary Alice McCubbin 
Madeline Rose McDonough 
Donald Adriance McInnis 
T. Raymond McLaughlin 
Evelyn Claire McMahon 
John Edward McMahon 
Elsa Lillian Meister 
Henry William Merriam 
Clinton S. Merry 

Alice O’Connell 

John Francis O’Connor 
Katherine Alice O’Connor 
Annie Gertrude Palmer 
Bliss Martin Ranney 
Ethel Elizabeth Rawson 
Helen Cordelia Raymond 
Anna Elizabeth Riepert 
Margaret Angeline Sayles 
Carl J. Shaffer 

Ruth Irene Sherrill 
William Henry Sisson 
Ignatius A. St. James 
Annabel Marie Sturgis 
William K. Synan 

Eva Melissa Terrell 
Loretta Louise Troy 
Samuel Jacob VanKleeck 


Gladys Edna Wood 


COMMERCIAL COURSE. 


Class Motto:—‘‘Seeking Higher Things”. 


Sadie Aaronson 
Katherine Anna Atkinson 
Florence Mary Blais 
Ruth Elizabeth Budlong 
William Patrick Carey 
Catherine Margaret Conley 
Ethel Viola Crosier 
Clarence Charles Decker 
Kathleen Teresa Delaney 
Elizabeth Mary Dwyer 
Florence Marie Egan 
James Franklin Farnham 
Marion Elizabeth Farrell 
Margaret Fadding 

Edwin Charles Finney 
Mary Josephine Flynn 
Florence Anna Fulbrooke 
Agatha May Frye 
Marion Estelle Gorman 
Gladys Adele Griffin 
Martha Pauline Grunow 
Agnes Marie Hesse 

Rose Martha Hornig 
Cornelia Gertrude Johnson 


Catherine Elizabeth Kelliher 


Rose Frances Kirchner 
Helen Louise Kilbourne 
Celia Klein 

Helena Klein 

Bertha Louise Koepke 
Anna Ellen Lambert 
Cora May Lanou 

Edith May MacKegg 
Lorena Marshall 

Minnie Frances Martin 
Ethel Mae Murgittroyd 
Flora May Nelson 

Ruth Agnes Newbury 
Madeline Dewey Osteyee 
Vera Elizabeth Polly 
Mary Frances Quirk 
Verna Margaret Revord 
Bessie Atwood Shepardson 
Edith May Sheran 

Mary Barbara Speth 
Kathryn Blanche Vary . 
Mabel Alice Vreeland 
Anna May Walsh 

Hazel Emma Wills 

Etta Agnes Wolfe 


GRADUATES OF THE PITTSFIELD GRAMMAR 
- SCHOOLS—CLASS OF 1914. 


PUPILS COMPLETING COURSE IN JANUARY. 


H. L. DAWES SCHOOL. 


Motto:—‘‘ Perseverance leads to success". 


John C. Acly 

Carl G. E. Benson 
Georgiana B. Belden 
Sanford J. Boice 
Carol Chandler 
Harold W. Crosier 
James C. Kevlin 
Eleanor M. Lundberg 


Lawrence A. Miller 
Wilfred F. Skeats 
Laurel E. Smith 
Irene Sugden 

Carl A. Sundstrom 
Madeline R. Tebeau 
Herbert Vreeland 
Glenn S. Waltamath 


Ruth W. Wetmore 


W. M. MERCER SCHOOL. 
Motto:—‘‘An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest". 


Harriet Andler 

Martha Ano 

Roy E. Andler 
Ethelynd M. Blanchard 
Theodore J. Cahill 
Irene E. Callahan 
David R. Coakley 
Charles J. Cole 
Lawrence B. Cook 
Helen C. Coughter 
Merrithew R. Crowell 
Earl H. Dartt 
Madeline L. Donovan 
John R. Dudley ' 
Mary J. Dwyer 
Elizabeth M. Hammond 


Franklin 


Irene E. Hiser 
Gladys I. Johnson 
Julia F. Kittridge 
Alice M. Lamore 
Edna E. Mason 

John E. MacLaughlin 
James W. Meehan 
Walter E. Phair 
Miriam F. Prediger 
Charlotte E. Seelig 
Madeline W. Shipton 
Mildred I. St. James 
Helen V. Street 

Earl E. Turner 
Theresa L. Villeneuve 
Maude G. Wetmore 
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W. R. PLUNKETT SCHOOL. 


Motto:—‘‘Wisdom comes to no one by chance”, 


William Adamson 
Norma Allessio 
Josephine Barbour 
Charles Boutiellier 
: Marguerite Cain 
Clarence Carhart 
Leon Clark 

Doris Collins 

Paul Coughlin 
Mary Crippa 
Charles Fasce 
Francis Furey 


Alfred E. Bourdon 
Olivette R. Bourdon 
Angeline A. Bourdon 


Margaret A. Connelly 


William F. Cooney 
Ezra A. Crandall 
Mena M. Curry 
Ernest J. Decelles 
Helen M. Flynn 
Mary C. Gorman 
Earl E. Howard 
Irene H. Jacob 
Thomas J. Keenan 


Virginia Griffen 
Agnes Joyce 
Mildred Langley 
Madeline Mason 
Gordon Milne 
Doris Murgittroyd 
Verna Reed 
Charlotte Rosenfeld 
Julia Tone 

J. Colville Vance 
Marion Wallace 
Lawrence Waterman 


W. B. RICE SCHOOL. 
Motto:—‘‘ Live to-day; 


tomorrow never is”, 


Francis I. Lasch 
Mary E. Lawlor 
Frances K. Mercer 
Harvie L. Mercure : 
Florence E. Morey 
Grace M. Morrison 
Lilian I. Needham 
Marion E. O’Connor 
Sylvia Plotsky 

Fred S. Prentice 
Earl H. Ramsay 
Robert C. Rice 
Alice M. Wilkinson 


Reynolds F. Kirkwood Francis M. Williams 

Arthur J. Lamy Fred R. Wise 

Stanley W. Lang Wellington W. Woodruff 
Francis E. Yost 


STEARNS SCHOOL. 
Motto:—‘‘ Act well your part, there all honor lies". 


Mabel C. Burke Arthur T. Linder 
Hiram E. Freehoffer Rose D. Major 
Walter Wilbrant 
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JOSEPH TUCKER SCHOOL 
Motto:—‘‘Honor, Truth, Courage”. 


Minnie E. Barnum 
Anthony Britt 
Grace Brown 
Veronica Carmel 
Marion E. Corey 


Harry Kaufman 
Ida Kaufman 
Silva Kaufman 
Teresa E. Laravea 
Daniel Martin 


Freda Cornell Carleton Melin 
Rose Dannybusky William Monteleone 
Mary Doyle Anna Moran 
Thelma Drumm Dorothy E. Munn 

. William Farrell William G. Norman 
James J. Frank Helen T. O’Neill 
Rose Genn Doris M. Rubenstein 
Abraham Gitelmam Kenneth E. Schultzs 
William Grant John Skoletsky 
Mildred Illingworth Mary J. Troy 

Paul Verchot 


WEST PART SCHOOL. 


Charles Curran 


PUPILS COMPLETING THE CouRSE IN JUNE. 


NAMES OF GRADUATES. 
W. M. MERCER SCHOOL. 


Motto:—''An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest". 
Franklin 


Edith M. Bovett Gertrude E. Kelly 
Walter F. Burns Hazel M. Kirk 
Daisy A. Clark Blanche E. Lang 
Joseph F. Coyne Doris E. Lathrop 

uise C. Dolan Wallace E. MacLaughlan 
Walter T. Doyle Sarah L. Metropolitanski 
Ruth F. Dudley John Nicholson, Jr. 


Marguerite V. Dwyer Doris Noble 
George E. Grogan Mata L. Tower 
Joseph T. Hayes Fred W. Vogel 
Dorothy M. Hodecker Ruth E. Wells 


Cyril W. Hughes 
Carolyn B. Hyde 


Margaret J. Whitmire 
Edgar P. Wood 
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W. R. PLUNKETT SCHOOL. 


Motto:—‘‘ Wisdom comes to no one by chance”. 


Grace O. Abbott 
Hattie M. Alderman 
John J. Austin 
Humbert J. Bondi 
Emile E. Boule 
Helen M. Bowe 
John M. Braken 
Sarah E. Brennan 
Remford O. Bridges 
Rose L. Casella 
Charles H. Casey 
Lewis H. Chapman 
Sarah F. Chase 
Hazel Clark 

James F. Connors 
Georgianna Crawford 
Grace M. Creelan 
Orman Crocker 
David G. Crofut 
George F. Cullen 
Mary C. Cunningham 
Veronica M. Cu 
Marjorie B. Dellert 
Gladys V. Dewey 
John H. Dickson 
Harold O. Dodge 
Judith E. Drennan 
William M. Egan 
Gilbert M. England 
Clifford Farrar 

Geo.. E. Flood 
Catherine J. Garrity 
Grace P. Gilbert 
Harold Gleason 
Stephen C. Goodrich 
Raymond J. Gorman 
Edward D. Green 
Jessie C. Haley 
Margaret Hanrahan 
Edward O. Heidel 
Ernest L. Henry 
Edwin A. Herrick 
Mae I. Horner 
Elizabeth B. Hover 
William H. Jackson 
Edna M. Johnson 
Kenneth F. Johnson 
Edith E. Junior 


M Keenan 

Ida M. Kirchner 
Margaret L. Killackey 
David C. Kinnell 
Regina Kohn 

Lucille LaTour 

John P. Leahy 
Leonora H. Lehman 
Edward F. Lynch 
Mary B. Lyons 

Paul F. Maloney 
Margaret Mattoon 
Wallace M. Mattoon 
Clara McAvoy 

Julia E. McCormick 
Kenneth McDonough 
Esther E. Medlin 
John W. Milne 
Gladys K. Morin 
Cecil H. Morrison 
Patrick J. Murphy 
Margaret C. O’Brien 
Robert C. Parker 
Lawrence D. Persip 
James J. Powers 
Ernestine L. Quirico 
Samuel M. Radin 
Gertrude M. Reicks 
Wilford A. Rock 
Hubert J. Ryan 
Grace E. Sargent 
Zelda G. Sa 

Evelyn M. Shants 
Maxfield M. Smith 
Clayton B. Smith 
Marietta S. Thebodo 
Helen C. Vinette 
Annah B. Walcott 
Elizabeth F. Walsh 
Irene M. Webster 
Ralph W. White 
Elizabeth I. Williams 
Laurence S. Williams 
Herbert C. Williams 
Mabel S. Wilson 
Margaret J. Wilson 
Harry Yeadon 
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W. B. RICE SCHOOL. 
Motto:—‘‘Live today; tomorrow never is". 


Clara M. Dunbar Leo A. Bouchard 
Katharyn I. Forrest Raymond R. Billings 
May R. Gjeruldsen Jairus F. Burt 

Mary M. Hall Norman F. Boudreau 
Hulda Isringhaus Harry Cassidy, Jr. 
Minnie A. Mickle Erwin M. Eldridge 
Rosetta A. McHendry Martin J. Healey 
Gertrude L. Myers Raymond J. Hart 
Effie MacDonald Henry E. Knox 

Hattie E. Northwood Wm. E. Messer 

Nellie E. O’Brien Bernard F. Murphy 
Agnes M. Plantier Sydney T. Purnell 
Eva V. Plantier Lewis Potter 

Gladys Ramsay David V. Starkweather 
Lois I. Sweener Harold F. VanBergen 
Elizabeth M. Simpson Clarence W. VanBergen 
Claire I. Wise . Edward F. Race 

Rose Sheidman David M. Leonard 
Hilda F. Davis Isador S. Plotsky 
Helen H. Haytree Edward H. Latham 


S. L. RUSSELL SCHOOL. 
Motto:—‘‘ Fear, desire and hope, are still pushing us on toward the future’ - 


Florence C. Bitensky Lillian Wigglesworth 
Ida M. Boyington Michael J. Behan 
Cecelia M. Connally Henry L. Disco 
Lillian M. Doyle Peter M. Donlon 
Sarah A. Grady Thomas D. Donovan 
Madehne E. Heidel Joseph M. Gaul 
Wendla E. Konola Luke F. Kennedy 
Ruth E. Mountain | James E. Kenney 
Madeline M. O'Lanie William D. MeMahon 
Olive C. Ransehousen Benjamin F. Ransehousen 
Rose M. Scanlon | James J. Sheridan 
Helen E. Sheridan William J. White 


STEARNS SCHOOL. 
Motto:—‘‘ Perseverance is the road to success". 


Maurice W. Bateman Sarah A. Featherston 
Robert T. Berry Charles T. Freehoffer 


Anna J. Laurin 
Vincent Lavelle 
Grace A. Milnes 
Florence M. Moore 
Gerald B. Moore 
George F. Murphy 


Richard P. Kirchner 
Mildred E. Newbery 
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Llewellyn B. Naeve 
Mildred L. Nash 
John J. O’Brien 
William E. O'Donnell 
Ethel M. Plass 
Annie E. Sargent 


TRACY SCHOOL. 


Lauretta K. Wehry 


JOSEPH TUCKER SCHOOL. 


Motto:— ‘Honor, Truth, Courage". 


Giuseppi Abbate 
Thomas P. Atkinson 
Thomas H. Calnan 
Wilnetta H. Clark 
Florence E. Cowlin 
Helen B. Frye 
Abraham I. Geler 
Anna K. Green 


Joseph W. Grotenstein 


T. Edward Gwinnell 
Elizabeth Hebert 
Charles E. Horan 
Abby L. Jacobs 
Frances S. Klein 


Isabel M. Crosier 


Joseph F. McKinnon 
Rankin B. Melin 
Janet G. Merlet 
Mary Moritz 

Burton M. Reinhold : 
Gertrude À. Rice 
Zelda Sagarin 

Karl L. M. Schorle 
Bessie Smulowitz 
Sarah I. Stanton 
Joseph Stern 

Harriet M. Wigmore 
Philip E. Wooliver 


WEST PART SCHOOL. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


BOARD OF HEALTH. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council of 
the City of Pittsfield:— 


The undersigned, members of the Board of Health, herewith 
respectfully submit the following report for the year 1914. 

A full account of all receipts and the disposition of all funds 
expended is herewith submitted :— 


Appropriation for the year 1914, $5,000 00 
EXPENDITURES. 

Administration, 
Board of Health, salary, $600 00 
Printing, stationery and postage, 232 94 
Telephone, 5 25 
Other expenses, 171 68 

Quarantine and Contagious Discases, 
Board and Treatment, 490 50 
Medical Attendance, 14 00 
Nurses, ; 318 55 . 
Drugs and Medicines, 56 34 
Groceries and Provisions, 060 65 
Loss of Wages and Income, 603 25 
Fuel, 44 45 
Rent, 4l 75 


Other expenses, 121 53 
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Tuberculosis, 
Board and Treatment, 
Rent, 
Other Expenses, 
Bacteriological work, 
Fumigation and disinfectants, 
Cultures and Laboratory supplies, 
Department Nurse, 
All other, (clean up expenses, horse 
hire, etc.), 
Total expenditures, 


Overdrawn, 


2,191 41 
5 00 


484 92 
203 68 
134 90 
613 34 


732 73 


$7,626 93 


$2,626 93 


GARBAGE AND REFUSE DISPOSAL 


Appropriation for the year 1914, 
Expenditures, 

Contract, $3,900.00 

Inspection (Mr. Davis), 

Labor (road work), 

Other garbage and refuse expenses, 


Overdrawn, 


Overdrawn on general appropriation, 
Overdrawn on garbage appropriation, 
Total, 


Credit by Reimbursements, 1914, 

From Samuel Feldman (Max Jasper, 
T. B. Camp) Jan. 23, 

From State Treasurer (Contagious 
Diseases), 

Commonwealth of Mass. (Hos- 
pital for Consumptives), 

** Town of Sturbridge (Daniel 

Brayman), Feb. 5, 


ç 


$3,900 00 
947 50 
52 25 
102 46 


$3,900 00 


$0,002 21 


$1,102 21 


$2,626 93 
1,102 21 


$16 00 


$3,729 14 


148 25 — 


884 29 


18 66 
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From Samuel Feldman (Max Jasper), 
Feb. 9, 16 00 
** City of North Adams (Thos. 
Lynch, T. B. Camp), Apr. 29, 151 00 
** Town of Stockbridge (Morgan 
Johnson), May 12, 53 00 
* City of Holyoke (Bernard 
Schrier, T. B. Camp), May 16, 48 00 
“ Town of Alford (George L. 


Barnum), June 10, 30 95 
** Franche Beorhagera, uncalled 
for check June 22, 10 00 
** State Treasurer (Contagious 
Diseases), Aug. 13, 50 43 
** Town of Adams, (Augustus Ta- 
tro), Oct. 1, 9 40 
“ A. W. Shaw, Dec. 16, 5 00 
** Town of Hancock (William 
Dean, T. B. Camp), Dec. 29, 55 14 
Total Crs. ———————— $1,563 12 
Net overdraft for year 1914, $2,166 02 


The Agent for the Board of Health makes the following 
report :— | 
PrrTSFIELD, Mass., February 5, 1915 


The Honorable Board of Health:— 


GENTLEMEN :— 


I hereby submit my report as your agent for the year 1914. 

The following contagious diseases have been reported and 
the table below shows the number of each according to the 
different months of the year. 


Vance 1143 03 10 0 1 11030 64 
Diphtheria oo... cece see 7 52 516 7 6 4 3 4 0 4| 63 
Searlet Fever................. sees 211 7251711 3 2 4 1 212 87 
Measles d et eel 1233001 1000 117 38 
Typhoid «aevi rete inen 0030 ' 1 i 3 510 3 2 28 
Pertussis ........... eee 813, 312 7 7, 112 6 4 5 0 78 
Pul. Tuberculosis.................................. 10 6 5 5 2 2 4 8 5 46 7 64 
Opt ne HA A u k uyu tere bit 5 1,4 2 01 1 3 4 0 1 1 23 
Cebro Meningitis... 010000000001 2 
Tuber. Meningitis ................................ 0 0| 1 1 1 o 0, 0 ° 0 0 1 5 
OS PANGS se n an ux 00001 a 000001 2 
Mumps...... ce 0000000 o O 0. 510 15 
Infantile Paralysis................................ 0000000 3 10 0 1 5 
Trichinosis ....... aasan 000000000010 1 
w a EN 
Totals, | | x | x | x 475 
RETURN OF DEATHS. 

Total number of Deaths for all causes, exclusive of 
still births, 600 
Number of still births, 49 


DEATHS BY SEXES (Still Births Excluded). 
Number of deaths of males, 330 
Number of deaths of females, 270 
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DEATHS BY AGES. (Still Births Excluded). 


Total 
Under one day, 13 
From one to two days, 16 
‘* two to three days, 2 
'* 3 days to one week, 11 
‘€ one to two weeks, 10 
'* two to three weeks, 1 
‘€ three wecks to one month, 13 
‘€ one to two months, 7 
'* two to three months, 11 
'* three to six months, 16 
'* six to nine months, 9 
‘* nine to twelve months, 16 
One year, 13 
Two years, 8 
Three years, 6 
Four years, 6 
From five to nine years, 5 
** ten to fourteen years, 10 
‘< fifteen to nineteen years, 9 


twenty to twenty-four years, 22 
‘< twenty-fivetotwenty-nine yrs.28 
“ thirty to thirty-four years, 28 


‘* forty to forty-four years, 28 
** forty-five to forty-nine years, 34 
“ fifty to fifty-four years, 30 
‘< fifty-five to fifty-nine years, 38 
€“ sixty to sixty-four years, 29 


sixty-five to sixty-nine years, 29 
seventy to seventy-four years,40 
seventy-five toseventy-nine 25 
eighty to eighty-four years, 35 
eighty-five to eighty-nine yrs, 15 

** ninety to ninety-four years, 8 
100 years and other, 1 


Total, 600 


Males Females 


10 


330 
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270 
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DEATHS BY MONTHS. 
January eo sequi ventas 51 
February................. 56 
Marchis 3.00 coe dd atin cies 56 
Apr: sap gs ds 65 
Mays cipes irit nd dd s 58 
PUM Ce i oot pa Ea as 40 


(Still Births Excluded). 


September.......... 
October............. 


CAUSES OF DEATHS. (Still Births Excluded). 


Cerbro spinal meningitis, 
Diphtheria, 

scarlet Fever, 

Malaria, 

Tetanus, 

Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 
Tubercular Meningitis, 

. Typhoid Fever, 
Whooping Cough, 
Influenza, 

Erysipelas, 

Alcoholism, 

Nervous System, 
Diseases of the Heart, 
Pneumonia, 

Bronchial Pneumonia, 
Bronchitis, 

Enteritis, under two years, 
Enteritis, over two years, 
Bright’s Disease, 
Cancer, 

Homicide, 

Suicide, 

Electric Cars, 

Motor Vehicles, 

Steam Railroads, 
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Teams, | 1 
Illuminating Gas, 1 
428 

Number of deaths from all other causes not specified 
above (not including still births), 172 
600 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASES. | 


““TUBERCULOSIS”. (All forms). 


There were 69 cases of Tuberculosis reported to the office 
during the year. Of these 64 were of the pulmonary type and 
5 were of the meningitis type. All of the Tubercular meningitis 
cases proved fatal. There were 39 deaths due to Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis, the great majority of which were in persons who 
had the disease from one to ten years. The method of fumi- 
gating houses after the death or removal of a tubercular patient 
is wrong as placing fumigating candles in these places gives the 
people a sense of false security and in the majority of cases no 
further disinfecting is done. I recommend the employment of 
scrubbers or cleaners to renovate the home once occupied by 
the tuberculous. 


(TYPHOID FEVER.” 


There were 28 cases of typhoid fever reported during the 
year, and of these four were from out of town, making the total 
number in Pittsfield 24. This has been the lowest number we : 
have had in several years. For the year 1913 there were 48 
cases, a decrease this year of 50%. I believe the cutting in 
half of the cases can be explained by the thorough investigation 
of each and every case and proper isolation of the patient. In 
two different cases, one situated in West Pittsfield, and the 
other on Upper North Street, there were five sick in each house- 
hold. These have been counted with the total number. In 
the West Pittsfield layout, we thought that the infection 
might have come from well water and after inspection of the 
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well water by Dr. Jones, Mr. Davis and myself, we posted five 
wells and had no further trouble from that district. In the 
Upper North Street layout it was a case of contact infection, 
the older girl who first had the disease passed it along to the 
other members of the family and before the Board had any 
inkling that the house contained typhoid fever, the mischief 
had been done. When it was finally brought to the attention 
of the Health Department, we had four of the children removed 
to the House of Mercy Hospital, but two of the children were 
in such weakened condition before notification to the Board, 
that they succumbed to the disease. This case was referred 
to mc as possible pneumonia among the five children, but upon 
investigation and the examination of the blood, it proved to be 
typhoid fever. The total number of deaths duc to typhoid 
was threc cases. 


‘í DIPHTHERIA.” 


There were 63 cases of diphtheria reported with 6 deaths. 
In the year 1913 there were 87 cases with 6 deaths. Of the 
number of cases reported this year, 28 were of the so called 
‘‘ Bacteriological Diphtheria”, by this I mean they had abso- 
lutely no symptoms but the germ of diphtheria was found in 
their throats. These Bacteriological Diphtherias were ex- 
cluded from school and a rigid quarantine was placed over 
them. We discovered these cases after taking cultures from 
the pupils of Dawes and Plunkett Schools, on account of three 
or four cases of Symptomatic Diphtheria among the school 
children. It is just these Bacteriological Diphtherias which 
spread the disease, the patients are so called carriers and may 
transmit the germs to other children in whom they may have a 
virulent type of the disease. 


“SCARLET FEVER”. 


There were 87 cases of scarlet fever reported for the year 
1914 with two deaths. In the year 1913 there were 120 cases 
with 13 deaths. Was unable to trace the cause of infection to 
any one common source. 
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The greatest cause of the spread of this disease was due to 
unrecognized cases. The disease has been very mild and 


parents often looked for severe symptoms before calling a 
physician. 


““WHOOPING CouGH”. 


There were 78 cases of whooping cough for the year 1914 
with 4 deaths. The public look upon whooping cough as some- 
thing every child must have and don't take any precaution to 
prevent them having it. The above figures show that as a 
matter of fact, whooping cough is as fatal as diphtheria and 
more so than scarlet fever, besides leaving the child in a more 
weakened condition than after any other disease. 


Respectfully submitted, 
- MAURICE S. EISNER, M. D. 


The Board further recommends and is strongly in favor of :— 


The erection of a Contagious Hospital. 

Sufficient funds to permit the Board of Health to clean the 
River banks about the City. 

Asking the Police Department to enforce the Spitting or 
Expectoration Law. 

The erection of a Sanitary Abbatoir House, centrally lo- 
cated. 

The establishment in our City of a Mothers’ Club, through 
all of its Churches and Social Clubs; meetings to be held regular- 
ly and addresses to be given by various Physicians with the 
idea in view of instructing Mothers as to the care of Babies. 

Urging the Teachers of the Public Schools to be more alert 
for symptoms so that the discovery of Contagious Disease 
can be more quickly ascertained and reported to the Board of 
Health. 

Having the Grange co-operate with the Board of Health 
on the milk question and the inspection of Dairies, as the Board 
does not employ a full time man on this work. It is suggested 
that Prizes be given to the best equipped Dairy and in this 
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way the Board believes the milk situation can be greatly im- 
proved. 

On account of the financial condition of the City at this 
time, the Board deems it unwise to erect an Incinerating Plant, 
but recommends instead, that the garbage be disposed of by 
contract, as in former years. The Board respectfully asks for 
the co-operation of the Police Department and the Residents 
of the City in the work of removing ashes and rubbish. I 

The Board recommcnds that the Police be instructed to 
assist in caring for the removal of garbage in the City; that the 
Police make it a part of their dutv to report any dumping 
garbage in vacant lots or on the River banks. While the 
Board appreciates the fact that this would impose an extra duty 
upon the Police Department, it still believes that such co- 
operation would help to eliminate many complaints in this 
matter and at the same time would greatly assist the Board 
toward the betterment of existing conditions. 

The Board would recommend that ‘‘Clean UP Week”, so 
called be again observed this Spring and ask the Merchants, 
different Societies and Householders to assist the Board in 
making this a success. | 

JOHN A. SULLIVAN, 
MICHAEL S. EISNER, 
BERNARD M. BOLAND. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF MILK, MEAT 
AND PROVISIONS. 


To the Mayor and City Council of Pittsfield: 


I hereby submit for your consideration the following report 
for the year 1914: | 


Slaughtering Licenses issued, | 14 
Milk Licenses issued, 68 
Oleomargarin Licenses issued, 23 
Beef Carcasses inspected, 405 
Veal Carcasses inspected, 615 
Hog Carcasses inspected, 776 
Sheep Carcasses inspected, 88 
Beef Carcasses condemned, 10—4025 lbs. 
Veal Carcasses condemned, 1— 54 lbs. 
Hog Carcasses condemned, E ]1— 175 lbs. 
Sheep Carcasses condemned, I 3— 105 lbs. 
Turkey Carcasses inspected, 200 
Turkey Carcasses condemned, 2—32 lbs. 


Provisions 25 lbs. 

Potatoes 350 Ibs. 

Inspected 100 Farms 
Inspected 200 Samples Milk 
Inspected 10 Samples Cream 
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I received during the year the sum of $59.50 as follows :— 


Slaughtering Licenses issued, 14, $14.00 

Milk Licenses issued, 68 34.00° 

Oleomargarin Licenses issued, 23 11.50 
$59.50 


The work of this department is now on a systematic basis, 
and I am working in connection with the Board of Health, who 
have given me much valuable assistance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BERNARD M. COLLINS, V.M.D. 
Inspector of Milk, Meat and Provisions. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


CITY CLERK 


To His Honor, the Mayor and the Honorable City Council :— 


Pittsfield, January 28, 1915. 


In accordance with the provisions of section 8, chapter 6, of the Gen- 
eral Ordinances of 1900, I have the honor to herewith report the transac- 
tions of this office for the year ending December 31, 1914. 


FEES FOR RECORDING. 


Intentions of marriage, 367, 
Registering marriages, 16, 
Mortgages, 151, 

Assignment of mortgages, 6, 
Discharge of mortgages, 38, 
Assignment of wages, 22, 

Bills of Sale, 11, 

Attachments, 11, 

Notices of foreclosure, 3, 
Married women’s certificates, 13, 
Copies of record, 238, 

Certificate of Business names, 23, 
Copy of mortgage, 2, 

Contracts, 11, 

Conditional Sales, 78, 


Certificate of Storage of explosives, 1, 


Lease, 2, 

Renewal of mortgage, 1, 
Foreclosure Pledge, 1, 
Notice lost goods, 1, 


$367 00 
16 00 
112 65 
1 70 
9 75 
5 85 
4 95 
2 75 
75 

3 35 
74 55 
5 85 

1 50 
7 00 
41 65 
50 

1 00 
50 

25 

25 


$657 80 


244 


LICENSES. 


Pool, bowling and billiard, 26, 
Auctioneer, 2, 

Slaughter, 11, 

Express, 3, 

Truck, 38, 

Amusement and Theatre, 10, 
Hackney, carriages, 8, 

Pawn broker, 1, 

Intelligence Offices, 4, 
Shooting Galleries, 2, 
Firearms, 7, 

Pop Corn, 9, 

Junk, 30, 

Ice Cream, 12, 

Taxicab, 2, 

Auto truck, 1, 


Application for Celebration License, 11, 


DOG LICENSES. 


Males, 1230 
Females, 142 
Total, 1372 


Balance on hand January 1, 1914, 
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$2,460 00 
710 00 


$3,170 00 
14 00 


RESIDENT HUNTERS’ LICENSES. | 


January, 247 
February, 28 
March, 24 
April, 7 
May, 15 
June, 8 


July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


$2,124 67 


$2,782 47 


$3,184 00 


$1,317 00 
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UNNATURALIZED HUNTERS’ LICENSES AT $15. 


January, 1 
September, 2 
October, 1 
4 $60 00 
NON-RESIDENT LICENSES AT $10. 
January, 1 
October, 1 
November, 1 
3 $30 00 
NON-RESIDENT LICENSES AT $1. 
October, 2 $2 00 
$1,409 00 
The disbursements were as follows: 
Paid city treasurer, fees, ordinary, $2,782 47 
Paid city treasurer. fees, dogs, | 302 80 
Paid county treasurer, dogs, 2,908 20 
Paid state treasurer, hunters' licenses, 1,409 00 
Total, ————— $7,402 47 


State and military aid payrolls have been approved as follows:— 


January, 319 July, 343 
February, 311 August, 349 
March, 309 September, 333 
April, 301 October, 337 
May, 351 November, 345 
June, 355 December, 347 

$4,000 00 


Soldiers’ relief payrolls have been approved for the sum of $4,071 50 
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ORDINANCES. 


- The following ordinances have been adopted: 


No. 120. Amending Section 40 of General Ordinance No. 63. 


No. 121. Establishing and Defining the Powers and Duties of the 


Planning Board. 


No. 122. Creating Two Lieutenants in the Fire Department. 
No. 123. Relative to Warrants or Notices for Meetings. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


The annual canvass for births is not completed at the date of this 
report. It is being taken by Martin McMahon, Ruby C. Rosenfeld, Harry 
W. Sloper, Arthur Cassidy, Matthew M. Fleming, Stephen L.! Uhrig, 
Harold V. Dunn, Joseph A. Enright, and John P. Bradley. 


BIRTHS IN 1913. 


Births in Pittsfield, parents residing here, 
Births in Pittsfield, parents residing elsewhere, 
Births elsewhere, parents residing here, 


Total births recorded, 
Males, 
Females, 


Total, 


MARRIAGES IN 1914. 


Number of certificates of intention issued, 

Marriages registered, residents of Pittsfield, mar- 
ried out of the State, 

Marriages solemnized in Pittsfield, 

Marriages solemnized elsewhere in State, 


Total marriages recorded for year, 


DEATHS IN 1914. 


Number of deaths recorded, including still born, 
Deaths in Pittsfield, burial in Pittsfield, 
Deaths in Pittsfield, burial elsewhere, 


436 


676 
454 
196 


366 


436 - 


676 
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Pittsfield residents: 


Deaths elsewhere in State—Burials in Pittsfield, 10 
Deaths elsewhere in State—Burials elsewhere in 

State, 12 

Deaths out of State, 4 

Total deaths in Pittsfield, 676 

Number of deaths, male, including still born, 378 

Number of deaths, female, including still born, 298 


Total deaths recorded, 676 


676 


676 


248 


STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 3, 1914. 


Names. Wards. 
Alfred H. Evans, 
Samuel W. McCall, 
Arthur E. Reimer, 
Samuel C. Roberts, 
Joseph Walker, 
David I. Walsh, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Names. Wards. 
Edward P. Barry, 
Grafton D. Cushing, 
Arthur Howard, 
James P. Magenis, 
Sylvester J. McBride, 
Patrick Mulligan, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Names. Wards. 
Percy B. Ball, 

Frank J. Donahue, 
James W. Holden, 
Albert P. Langtry, 
William G. Merrill, 
Russell A. Wood, 
Burrill, 

Blanks, 


Totals, 


Names. Wards. 
Charles L. Burrill, 
Joseph M. Coldwell, 
Frederick Fosdick, 
Thomas A. Frissell, 
Karl Lindstrand, 


Frederick W. Mansfield, 


Blanks, 


Totals, 


1 


4 
16 
556 


6 


7 Totals 
11 102 
305 2863 
13 105 
8 86 
19 195 
300 2372 
40 443 


—— ee Y —ə>—ə——— .— 
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GOVERNOR. 
2A 2B 3A 3B 
6 9 8 6 
238 337 183 216 
7 10 3 10 
9 10 4 13 
6 27 12 14 
236 237 2064 109 
32 39 30 35 
534 669 504 403 
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. 


1 
337 
260 


2A 2B 3A 3B 

191 205 238 88 

242 344 186 219 
6 7 8 4 


4 
192 
569 

23 
38 
14 


696 6166 


7 Totals 
244 2038 
322 2740 

9 107 


—— — —— ee 


534 669 504 
SECRETARY. 

2A 2B 3A 3B 
12 21 7 19 


184 201 231 92 
10 16 9 11 
206 290 170 174 


7 14 3 8 
12 21 9 15 


696 6166 


7 Totals 
15 136 
238 1967 
15 155 
264 2540 
13 100 
24 193 

1 
127 1074 


—  — n M — ——— ————  — —á—Q —  — d — 


TREASURER. 


2A 2B 3A 3B 
196 294 163 188 
26 37 17 26 
4 16 6 12 


167 171 220 86 
129 131 87 80 
534 669 504 403 


696 6166 


7 Totals 
286 2574 
25 309 
16 150 
8 82 
3 37 
236 1808 
122 1206 
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Names. 
Alonzo B. Cook, 
Daniel R. Donovan, 
John Drysdale, ` 
Frederick P. Glazier, 
Fred E. Oelcher, 
Frank H. Pope, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Names. 
Henry C. Attwill, 
Thomas J. Boynton, 
John Hildreth, 
Howard B. Rand, 


John Weaver Sherman, 


William Taylor, 
Blanks, 
Totals, 
Names. Wards. 


Morton H. Burdick, 
Walter S. Hutchins, 
George D. Pettee, 
Allen T. Treadway, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Names. 
Henry L. Bowles, 
William A. King, 
Charles H. Wright, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Wards. 


Wards. 


Wards. 


249 


6 
248 


6 
186 
39 
284 


7 Totals 
268 2451 
27 291 
6 71 
4 128 
14 63 
228 1756 
149 1406 


696 6166 


7 Totals 
286 2581 
213 1790 
31 255 

4 49 

12 119 

9 71 
141 1301 


696 6166 


7 Totals 
245 1886 
21 224 
8 104 
321 3027 
101 925 


696 6166 


7 Totals 
193 1468 
21 224 
307 2812 


AUDITOR. 
1 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5 
203 187 296 161 178 491 419 
47 34 32 13 28 36 38 
8 9 9 6 7 15 6 
20 6 19 10 9 29 21 

8 3 ll 1 5 9 3 
271 161 165 207 78 192 206 
207 134 137 106 98 151 197 
764 534 669 504 403 923 890 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

1 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5 
214 204 303 168 187 524 437 
280 160 184 211 83. 182 225 

47 20 23 15 12 44 29 
8 2 8 7 4 4 7 
19 10 14 5 24 13 8 
14 7 #11 1 7 5 6 
182 131 126 97 86 151 178 
764 534 669 504 403 923 890 
CONGRESSMAN. 

1 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5 

294 178 186 222 89 188 215 
:41 20 27 12 18 23 21 
13 6 15 6 6 30 10 
278 248 347 204 225 574 521 
138 82 94 60 65 108 123 
764 534 669 504 403 923 890 
COUNCILLOR. 
1 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5 
209 118 152 175 72 182 181 
33 20 28 12 25 25 21 
240 225 316 193 208 549 490 
282 171 173 124 98 167 198 272 


764 534 669 504 403 923 $890 783 


175 1662 


696 6166 
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SENATOR. 

Names. Wards. 1 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5 6 7 Totals 
Frank Bartlett, 230 210 246 184 220 544 472 279 313 2698 
Timothy C. Collins, 297 182 181 219 92 188 225 273 228 1885 
Cornelius C. Cook, 43 16 27 16 13 65 37 21 21 259 
Blanks, 194 126 215 85 78 126 156 210 134 1324 

Totals, 764 534 669 504 403 923 $890 783 696 6166 
REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT. 

Names. Wards. 1 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5 6 7 Totals 

Fourth Berkshire District. 
John J. Connelly, . 328 328 
Edwin W. Otis, . 52 52 
George B. Waterman, 216 216 
Fifth Berkshire District. 
Maurice E. Callahan, 178 201 247 220 846 
Ernest Hick, 30 37 58 62 187 
Robert T. Kent, 239 333 358 303 1233 
Sixth Berkshire District. 
Francis E. Belden, 14 21 69 44 148 
Thomas M. Nimmons, 203 88 139 183 613 
William C. Renne, 180 178 540 460 1358 
Blanks, 168 87 98 107 116 175 203 120 111 1185 
Totals, 764 534 669 504 403 923 890 783 696 6166 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER. 

Names. Wards. 1 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5 6 7 Totals 
George A. Grounds, 248 202 290 186 197 545 478 298 333 2777 
Thomas P. Riley, 308 197 173 203 89 192 235 294 230 1921 
Burdick A. Stewart, 80 71 112 71 65 116 89 72 72 748 
Stewart Ind, 1 
Blanks, 128 64 94 44 52 69 88 119 61 719 

Totals, 764 534 669 504 403 923 890 783 696 6166 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 

Names. Wards. 1 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5 6 7 Totals 
George Day, 21 12 23 #10 15 15 7 23 12 138 
Clarence P. Niles, 241 224 320 186 200 578 508 301 299 2857 
James O'Shea, 297 171 184 231 76 205 211 257 249 1881 
Blanks, 205 127 142 77 112 125 164 202 136 1290 : 

Totals, 764 534 669 504 403 923 890 783 696 6166 
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Shall an act passed by the general court in the year nineteen hundred and 
fourteen, entitled “An Act relative to vacations of laborers employed by cities 
and towns”, be accepted? 


Wards. 


7 Totals 
151 1293 
165 1607 
380 3266 


— = Y —YY s FP — 


696 6166 


“Shallan act passed by the general court in the year nineteen hundred and 
fourteen to make Saturday a half-holiday, without loss of pay, for laborers, work- 
men and mechanics employed by or on behalf of the commonwealth and other- 
wise to regulate their employment, be accepted?” 


Wards. 
Yes, 
No, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


5 6 


7 Totals 
177 1447 
149 1449 
370 3270 


rc  — s ee  —— —Tm r 
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"Shall the act passed by the general court in the year nineteen hundred and 
fourteen, providing for the abolition of party enrollment at primary elections, be 


185 1507 
119 1208 
302 8379 


696 6106 


7 Totals 
464 4188 
311 2878 

1 5 


accepted?" 
Yes, 161 144 191 121 89 221 232 103 
No, 147 74 125 96 71 334 200 114 
Blanks, 456 316 353 287 243 368 458 506 
Totals, 764 534 669 504 403 923 890 783 
CITY ELECTION, DECEMBER 1, 1914. 
MAYOR. 

Names. Wards. 1 2A 2B 3A 3B 4 5 6 
George W. Faulkner, 413 315 506 307 288 785 682 428 
Patrick J. Moore, 468 311 278 258 174 213 369 496 
James C. Poole, 1 3 
C. K. Poole, 2 
Charles Poole, 

James Charles Poole, 2 
Blanks, 14 11 16 11 7 12 13 13 
Totals, 895 638 800 576 472 1010 1066 939 


790 7186 
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Ward 1. 
- ALDERMEN. 

Hugh Breslin, 358 
Clifford Francis, 520 
Blanks, 17 

Totals, 895 

COMMON COUNCILMEN. 

John W. Casey, 454 
Edward A. Smith, 418 
Blanks, 23 

Totals, 895 © 


SCHOOL COMMITTEEMEN. 
William O. Beaulieu, 410 


Walter P. Burns, 480 
James F. Grady, 524 
Matthew H. Powell, 374 
Blanks, 126 
1914 
Ward 2. 
ALDERMEN. 
Sidney M. Benedict, 288 475 
Eugene Berard, 336 311 
Blanks, 14 14 
Totals, 638 800 
COMMON COUNCILMEN. 
Michael H. Condron, 316 332 
James A. O'Neil, 300 442 
Blanks, ` 22 26 
Totals, 638 800 
SCHOOL COMMITTEEMEN. 
Harold 8. Birchard, 319 511 
John F. Cooney, 350 370 
George E. Halford, 301 473 
Wesley E. Laird, 338 372 
Blanks, 86 88 


Totals, 1694 1814 


Edward F. Fahey, | 
Harry C. Hutchinson, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Louis Klein, 
Thomas H. Nolan, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Arthur F. Dodge, 
Charles C. Prentiss, 
` Blanks, 


Totals, 


Joseph A. Enright, 
Manson R. White, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Frederick D. Retallick, 
Stephen L. Uhrig, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Richard Kimple, 
John T. Scace, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


203 ` 


Ward 3. 


ALDERMEN. 
286 181 
277 281 
13 10 


576 472 


COMMON COUNCILMEN. 
237 256 © 
324 208 
15 8 


—— rs —— 


576 472 


Ward 4. 
ALDERMEN. 
739 
262 
9 


1010 


COMMON COUNCILMEN. 


253 
742 
15 
1010 
Ward 5. 
ALDERMEN. 


COMMON COUNCILMEN. 
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COMMON COUNCILMAN 
to Fill Vacancy. 
Clinton A. Stroud, 
Nathan Weltman, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


SCHOOL COMMITTEEMEN 


to Fill Vacancy. 
Irving H. Gamwell, 
Leslie H. Hendee, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Ward 6. 


ALDERMEN. 
Ellsworth E. Crawley, 
James J. Devanny, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


COMMON COUNCILMEN. 
Benjamin S. Bissell, 
William H. Tobin, Jr., 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Ward 7. 
ALDERMEN. 
Edward F. McEneany, 
Charles P. Moran, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


COMMON COUNCILMEN. 
Floyd J. Mattoon, 
James F. Treat, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 
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SCHOOL COMMITTEEMEN. 


Joseph D. Howe, 
Charles J. Langlois, 
Blanks, 


Totals, 


Shall licenses be granted for the sale of intoxicating liquors in this city? 


Wards. 1 2A 

Yes, ` 506 331 
No, 344 285 
Blanks, 45 22 
Totals, 895 638 


2B 3A 3B 4 5 6 7 Totals 
319 320 236 363 508 597 411 3591 
450 232 218 619 506 312 351 3317 
31 24 18 28 52 30 28 278 


— — ZU 1 ——  — ——N eee 


800 576 472 1010 1066 939 790 7186 


Respectíully submitted, 
NORMAN C. HULL, 
City Clerk. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


CITY AUDITOR 


OF THE 


CITY OF PITTSFIELD, MASS. 


JUNE Ist, 1915 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen:—The undersigned, complying with the requirements of 
Chapter 4, of the General Ordinances of the City of Pittsfield, presents 
herewith the twenty-fourth annual report of the receipts and disburse- 
ments, together with a statement of the City Debt, for the fiscal year end- 
ing December 31st, 1914. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. T. LAWRENCE, 
City Auditor 


Balance Sheet 


Appropnation and Outlay 


Statements. 


A. ESTIMATED REVENUE FOR 1914. 


From the State:— 
Corporation Tax, Public Service and Busi- 


ness 


National Bank Tax 


Licenses: 


Liquor Licenses 


Fines: 


Court and Sheriff 
From the County Dog Licenses 


Excise Tax 


City Clerk—Fees 

Oil Inspector & Sealer of Weights & Measures 
Health Department 

Sewer Connections 

Water Connections 


Highways 
Sidewalks 
City Farm 


Outdoor Relief 

Poor Dept. from the State 

State & Military Aid and Soldiers’ Burial 
Schools—Tuition 

Interest on Deposits and Water Extension 


Water Receipts 
Less Water Debt & Interest of 1909-1914 


Total 


$119,546 73 
86,760 00 


$31,056 93 


1,052 58 


30,121 00 


2,865 18 
2,133 55 
5,941 36 
2,968 90 

376 02 

859 52 
2,500 00 
2,500 00 

901 58 
4,363 12 
1,599 76 
1,911 61 
-805 95 
4,186 00 
2,097 00 
2,791 19 


32,786 73 


$133,817 98 
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Analysis of Receipts 
BASED ON 
CLASSIFICATION or MASSACHUSETTS 
BUREAU or STATISTICS. 


285 


Analysis of Payments 
Departmental. 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT. 


ADMINISTRATION. 
Salaries: 

Clerk of Council $200 00 

Clerk of Committees 200 00 

Clerk of Committees on 

Highways 100 00 
Expenses: 

Stationery and Postage 1 00 

Printing and Advertising 594 13 

All other 256 72 

MAYOR. 
Salaries: 
Mayor $1,000 00 
Mayor's Clerk 297 50 
—————— $1,297 50 
Printing and Office Supplies 54 00 
Telephone 20 
All other expenses 9 25 
AUDITOR. 
Salaries: 

Auditor $1,300 00 $1,300 00 
Stationery and Postage 41 04 
Printing and Advertising 177 35 
Telephone 1 60 
All other 133 15 

TREASURER. 
Salaries: 
Treasurer $1,800 00 
Treasurer Clerk 450 00 


$2,250 00 


$1,351 85 


$1,360 95 


$1,653 14 


Stationery and Postage 183 06 
Printing and Advertising 16 38. 
Telephone 4 10 
All other 118 01 
COLLECTOR. 
Salaries: 
Collector $1,300 00 
Collector Clerks 1,475 00 
$2,775 00 
Stationery and Postage 542 97 
Printing and Advertising 777 00 
Telephone 1 71 
All other 304 65 
ASSESSORS. 
Salaries: 
Assessors $4,500 00 
Assistants 1,332 02 
Clerks 1,833 05 
Expert Services 82 25 
$7,747 32 
Stationery and Postage 250 33 
Printing and Advertising 618 35 
Car Fares, Teams, etc. 82 55 
Telephone 6 00 
Maps 81 05 
All other 132 55 
LICENSE COMMISSIONERS. 
Salaries: 
Commissioners $650 00 
Clerks 45 75 
$695 75 
Printing and Advertising 30 75 
Car Fares, Teams, etc. 1 00 
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$2,571 55 


$4,401 33 


$8,918 15 


$727 50 


OTHER FINANCE OFFICERS AND ACCOUNTS. 


Issuing Bonds and Notes: 
Certifying Bonds 
Printing 


$907 50 
25 00 


$932 50 


LAW 
Salaries: 

City Solicitor $1,000 00 
Printing, Stationery and Postage 12 00 
Juror Lists 20 00 

CITY CLERK. 
Salaries: 

City Clerk $1,300 00 

Ass’t. City Clerk 780 00 

Clerks 645 86 

Birth Census and Writing 

Records 588 95 

$3,314 81 
Stationery and Postage 218 49 
Printing and Advertising 189 44 
Telephone 13 29 
Birth Census Expenses 26 39 
All other 168 55 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

Salaries: 

Commissioners $2,400 00 

Clerk 1,400 00 

Office Clerks 238 00 

Engineering 159 20 

—( 4197 TO 
Printing and Advertising | 196 02 
Stationery and Postage 478 78 
Telephone 54 65 
All other 297 99 
ENGINEERING. 
Salaries: 
Engineer $212 54 
Assistants 433 01 
— $645 55 
Stationery and Postage 23 50 
Instruments 107 32 
All other 26 23 


$1,032 00 


$3,930 97 


$5,225 14 


$802 60 
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ELECTION AND REGISTRATION. 


Salaries: 
Bd. Registrars $1,148 30 
Election Officers 1,080 00 
Clerks 88 49 


All other 20 20 


$2,336 99 
Stationery and Postage 125 35 
Printing and Advertising 944 20 
Car Fares, Teams, etc. 282 72 
Repair and Set up Voting Booths 612 72 
Rent | 453 99 
All other 878 38 

CITY HALL. 

Salaries: 

Janitors $1,257 25 
Fuel and Light 643 13 
Janitors’ Supplies 39 28 
Furniture and Furnishings 120 43 
Repairs 93 34 
All other 191 47 

Protection of Persons and Property. 
POLICE. 
Salaries: 
Chief $1,500 00 
Captain, Inspector and Ser- 
geant 3,004 00 

Patrolmen 33,381 33 

Special Police 80 00 

Matron 60 00 

Drivers 1,512 00 


Janitor 300 00 


Horses and Care: 


Hay, Grain and Straw $263 67 
All otber 104 39 


$40,337 33 


$368 06 


$5,634 35 


$2,344 90 


Equipment Repairs: 
Vehicles 
Equipment for Men 
New Auto 
All other 


Fuel and Light: 
Fuel 
Light 


Maintenance of Buildings and 
Grounds: 
Repairs 
Janitors’ Supplies 
Furniture and Furnishings 
Extra Lockers 
All other 


Pensions 

Other Expenses: 
Printing, Sta’y and Postage 
Care and Trans. Prisoners 
Telephone 
All other 


Salaries and Wages: 
Chief and Ass’t. 
Firemen 
Call Men 
Other Employees 


Horses and Care: 
Shoeing 
Hay, Grain and Straw 
All other 


Equipment Repairs: 
Apparatus 
Hose 
Equipment for Men 
All other 


410 55 


FIRE. 


$4,616 64 
25,663 53 
2,148 93 

137 06 


$245 30 
1,398 13 
173 65 


$1,137 82 
80 46 
113 99 
94 08 


— o 


$4,161 98 


$491 60 


$1,011 58 
$2,442 00 


$040 17 


$32,566 16 


$1,817 08 


$1,426 35 


$49,761 72 
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Fuel and Light: 


Fuel $718 63 
Light 365 03 
——————__ $1,083 66 
Maintenance of Buildings and 
Grounds: 

Repairs $534 87 

Furniture and Furnishings 316 05 

Laundry Work 104 63 

All other 336 65 

————————— $1,292 20 
Other Expenses: 

Printing, Sta' y and Postage $44 14 

Telephone 112 77 

All other 789 96 

——— $946 87 

POLICE AND FIRE ALARM SIGNAL. 
Superintendent $1,000 00 
Fire Alarm Repairs 2,771 55 
General Expenses 51 33 
Posts and Wire 775 17 
Police Register 60 00 
Police Signal | 163 90 
Fire Alarm Batteries 26 25 
Fire Alarm Whistle 224 64 
Fire Alarm Boxes 12 50 
MILITIA. 

Rifle Range: 

Rent $350 00 

Repairs 200 00 

All other 328 03 

INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS. 
Salaries: 

Inspector $1,200 00 
Stationery and Postage 27 75 
Printing and Advertising 18 25 
Car Fares, Teams, etc. - 21 00 
All other 23 24 


$39,132 32 


95,085 34 


$878 03 


$1,290 24 
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INSPECTION OF WIRES. 


Salaries: 

Inspector $1,000 00 
Stationery and Postage 18 55 
Printing and Advertising 10 14 
Car Fares, Teams, etc. 45 50 
All other 26 98 

SEALER WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 
Salaries: 

Sealer $1,000 00 
Printing and Postage 47 81 
Car Fares, Teams, etc. 283 45 
Equipment 119 68 
Oil Inspection 7 50 
All other 10 40 


INSECT PEST EXTERMINATION. 


Salaries and Labor: 


Labor $556 00 
Insecticides 188 98 
Hardware and Tools 9 20 
All other 35 95 


PLANTING AND TRIMMING TREES. 
Salaries and Labor: 


Labor and Teams $457 92 
Expenses 
Hardware Tools, etc. 6 85 


All other 38 35 


FOREST FIRES. 


Labor: 

Fighting Fires $1,121 95 
Apparatus 79 50 
Teams and Auto Hire 134 50 . 


All other f . 23 05 


$1,101 17 


$1,468 84 


$790 13 


$503 12 


$1,359 00 
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OTHER PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY. 


Dog Officer, Salary 
Expenses 


$265 00 
23 02 


Health and Sanitation. 


ADMINISTRATION. 
Salaries and Wages: 
Board of Health $600 00 
Agent 25 00 
=== $625 00 
Printing Stationery and Postage 232 94 
Telephone 5 25. 
All other 171 68 
Quarantine and Contagious Dis- 
eases: l 
Board and Treatment $490 56 
Medical Attendance 14 00 
Guards and Nurses 318 55 
Drugs and Medicines 56 34 
Groceries and Provisions 550 65 
Loss of Wages 603 25 
Fuel ib g ca 44 45 
Rent 41 75 
All other 121 53 
Tuberculosis: 
Board and Treatment $2,191 41 
Rent 5 00 
Vital Statistics: 
Births $254 50 
Deaths 172 75 
Other Expenses: 
Bacteriologist $484 €2 
General Health Inspector 600 00 
Sanitary Inspector 750 38 
Sanitary Inspection Expense 69 60 
Fumigation and Disinfect- 
ants | 203 68 


$288 02 


$1,034 87 ` 


$2,241 08 
$2,196 41 


$427 25 
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Culture and Laboratory Sup- 
plies 134 90 
Nurse 613 34 
All other 732 73 
Inspection: 
School Children: 
Salaries $1,375 40 
Expenses _ 72 29 
Animals: 
Salaries 416 68 
Expenses 68 90 
Meat and Provisions: 
Salaries 625 00 
Expenses 4 15 
Animal, Milk, Meat and 
Prov.: ` e 
Salary for 1913 528 00 
SEWER MAINTENANCE. 
Labor $1,800 25 
Teams 25 00 
Tools and Equipment 285 35 
All other 12 41 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL. 
Engineers $2,489 38 
Labor 5,217 98 
Teams 841 38 
Fuel, Light and Power 3,564 56 
All other 971 07 
SEWER CONNECTIONS. 
Labor i $1,801 07 
Tools and Equipment 5 70 
Pipe and Fillings 803 37 
Freight and Cartage 221 05 
All other 15 85 


$3,589 55 


$3,090 42 


$2,123 01 


$13,084 37 


$2,847 04 
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GARBAGE DISPOSAL. 


Contract $3,900 00 
Inspection 947 50 
Labor 52 25 


Other Garbage and Refuse Exps. 102 46 


STREET CLEANING. 


Salaries and Wages $5,486 26 
Teams 71 25 
Sweepers and Scrapers 193 55 
Brooms 31 18 
All other 154 36 


CLEANING CATCH BASINS. 


Labor $2,335 00 
Repairing 46 51 
All other 131 72 
Highways. 
General Administration: 
Superintendent $1,236 70 
All other Exps. 47 22 
Expenditures: 
Labor $11,270 78 
Teams | 4,682 50 
Broken Stone, etc. 1,524 53 
Pipe and Cement 82 07 
Equipment and Repairs 654 34 
Other and Material 742 89 
Fuel and Light 73 10 
Freight and Express 1,206 42 
Engineers 476 73 


All other 585 58 


$5,002 21 


$5,936 60 


$2,513 23 


$1,283 92 


$21,298 94 
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BRIDGES. 
Labor $668 38 
Lumber 557 57 
Engineer 5 50 
All other 754 78 
SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL. 
Labor $5,694 60 
Teams 2,698 93 
Equipment and Repairs 50 49 
Sand 18 00 
All other 20 00 


REPAIRS STATE HIGHWAY. 


Repairs State Highway 


OTHER EXPENSES. 


Drinking Fountains $146 71 
Street Signs 18 13 


House Numbers 16 14 


LAND DAMAGE CLAIMS. 


Elm Street Bridge Widening $450 00 


EAST STREET REPAIRS. 


Labor and Teams ' $443 38 
Material 21 50 


PAVEMENT REPAIRS. 


Labor and Teams $1,380 25 
Material 902 68 
Freight . 106 87 
Tools and Repairs 64 46 
Tandem Roller 1,450 00 
Fuel 54 60 


All other 6 83 


$1,986 23 


$8,482 02 


$1,514 30 


$180 98 


$450 00 


$464 88 


$3,965 69 
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RESURFACING SOUTH STREET. 


Repairs: 

Labor $328 00 

Material 279 57 

Freight and Cartage 169 80 

All other 5 94 

RESURFACING LENOX AVENUE. 

Repairs: 

Labor and Teams $2,021 87 

Materials 333 10 

Catch Basins 32 25 

Tools and Equipment 74 42 

All other 36 27 

SEYMOUR STREET REPAIRS. 
Labor and Teams $340 65 
Materials 24 00 
Catch Basin, Frames and Grates 21 50 
PECK’S ROAD REPAIRS. 
Labor and Teams $1,202 95 
Engineers 6 49 
Material 229 75 
All other 13 77 
SILVER LAKE BOULEVARD. 

Repairs: 


Labor and Teams 


PLUNKETT STREET REPAIRS. 


Labor and Teams $3,431 91 
Engineers 107 31 
Materials 138 95 
Tools 91 37 
Easement 75 00 
All other 117 76 


$783 31 


$2.497 91 


$386 15 


$1,452 96 


$495 00 


$3,062 30 
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PONTOOSUC AVENUE REPAIRS. 


Labor and Teams $639 00 
Tools 30 10 © 
All other 9 47 
— T $678 57 
ELM STREET REPAIRS. 
Labor and Teams $485 01 
All other 11 80 
—- $496 81 
VENTURA AVENUE REPAIRS. 
Labor and Teams $392 50 
MONROE STREET GUTTERS AND REPAIRS. 
Labor and Teams $442 00 
Engineer 10 75 
All other 1 80 
SSS $454 55 
VALENTINE ROAD REPAIRS. 
Labor and Teams | $493 76 
SIDEWALKS AND CURBING. 
Maintenance: 
Labor $1,542 55 
Snow and Ice 812 92 
All other 217 66 
SS $2,573 13 
STREET SPRINKLING. 
Water: 
Labor $27 00 
Teams 6,515 23 
Equipment and Repairs 210 20 
Water 500 00 
All other 111 00 
—— $7,363 43 
Other 
Teams $2 50 
Equipment and Repairs 1 80 
Materials 5,543 37 
All other 82 84 
——  '*#*#5,630 51 


$12,993 94 
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CROSSWALKS. 


Maintenance: 
Labor Cleaning 
Stone, Brick, Cement 
Snow and Ice 
All other 


CROSSWALKS. 


Construction: 
Labor 
Stone, Brick, Cement 
Engineers 
All other 


STREET LIGHTING. 
Contract 


CITY STABLE. 


Maintenance: 
Labor 
Horses 
Hay, Grain and Straw 
Shoeing 
Equipment and Repairs 
Stable Supplies 
Building Repairs 
All other 


Charities. 


Administration: 
Salaries: 
Overseers 
Clerks 
Stationery, Printing and Postage 
Telephone 
All other 


$667 51 


51 00 
1,477 73 
144 92 


$535 25 
447 05 
45 27 
126 27 


$1,030 00 
25 00 
870 85 
290 36 
258 10 
78 15 

7 39 

82 32 


$300 00 
1,800 00 
162 90 
21 35 
399 15 


$2,341 16 


$1,153 84 


$33,252 68 


$2,642 17 


$2,683 40 
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CITY FARM. 
Salaries and Wages: 
Superintendent $700 46 
Other Salaries and Wages 1,774 13 
Groceries 3,132 19 
Dry Goods and Clothing 1,319 24 
Buildings 431 11 
Fuel and Light 1,698 01 
Medicine and Medical Attendance 445 77 
Improvements 4,332 84 
All other ' 3,044 81 
$16,878 56 
OUTSIDE RELIEF. 
By City: 
City Physician $600 00 
Cash 1 50 
Rent 333 50 
Groceries and Provisions 6,406 27 
Coal and Wood 1,468 75 
Medicines and Medical Attendance 3,589 55 
Board and Care 88 00 
Burials 778 00 
State Institutions 207 00 
All other 799 43 
$14,272 00 
RELIEF BY OTHER CITIES'AND TOWNS. 
Cities $259 33 
. Towns S 381 72 
SSS e $641 05 
MOTHERS’ AID. 
Mothers’ Aid $690 08 
SOLDIERS’ BENEFITS. 
State Aid $3,988 00 
Military Aid 12 00 
Soldiers’ Burials 200 00 
Soldiers’ Relief: 
Groceries and Provisions 10 00 
Cash 4,004 00 
All other 57 50 


oo 


$8,271 50 
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Education. 


Administrative Salaries: 


Superintendent 
Clerks 

Truant Officers 
All other 


General Administrative Expenses: 
Printing and Postage 
Telephone 
Travelling Expenses 
School Census 
All other 


Teachers’ Salaries: 
Day Schools, High 
Day Schools, Elementary 
Clerk Hire 


Evening Schools, High 
Evening Schools, Elementary 


Text Books and Supplies: 

High: 
Text and Reference Books 
All other 

Elementary: 
Text and Reference Books 
All other 

Evening: 
High 
Elementary 


Tuition (Vocational) 
Transportation (Elementary) 
Support of Truants 
Janitors’ Services: 

High 

Elementary 

Evening 


$3,000 00 
801 50 
1,885 85 
234 59 


$252 81 
524 02 
398 51 
106 25 
567 21 


$34,474 90 
128,718 10 
946 00 


$220 00 
1,542 50 


$3,434 21 
2,069 53 


5,042 56 
3,830 64 


20 56 
34 68 


$2,347 45 
11,508 64 
55 75 


$5,921 94 


$1,848 80 


$164,139 00 


$1,762 50 


$14,432 18 


$60 00 
$2,781 95 
$199 00 


$13,911 84 
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Fuel and Light: 
High 
Elementary 
Evening 


Maintenance of Buildings and Grounds: 
Repairs, High | 
Janitors' Supplies, High 
Water, High 
All other 
Repairs, Elementary 
Janitors' Supplies, Elementary 
Water 
All other 


Furniture and Furnishings: 
High 
Elementary 


Pensions: 
Teachers 

Other Expenses: 
Diplomas and Graduation Expenses 
Miscellaneous Printing and Advert’g 
All other 


Libraries. 


$2,318 57 
9,021 26 
205 92 


$721 81 
46 24 
386 18 
12 03 
4,874 77 
1,121 44 
1,338 88 
623 34 


$781 75 
618 29 


$338 94 
296 45 
719 24 


BERKSHIRE ATHENAEUM. 


Appropriation (not city property) 


Recreation. 


PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS. 


Administration: 
Clerk 
Other Expenses 


$83 30 
2 00 


$11,545 75 


$9,124 69 


$1,400 04 


$1,820 00 


$1,354 63 


$11,000 00 


$85 30 


Salaries and Wages 
Teams 

Trees and Shrubs 
Equipment and Tools 
Engineer 

New Building 

All other 


PLAYGROUNDS. 


Instructors 
Superintendent 
Other Labor 
Apparatus 
Sporting Goods 
Sand 
Educational Supplies 
Exhibition 
Other Expenses 
Medals 
Grading 


Band Concerts 
Fourth of July Celebration 


Unclassified. 


Damages to Persons and Personal Prop. 
Memorial Day 

Printing City Documents 
Compensation and Fire Insurance 
Hearing—License Commissioners 
Premium on Bonds Purchased 
Laying Out New Streets 
Ordinance Codification 

Salem Fire Relief 

Revolutionary Soldiers’ Graves 
Municipal Audit and System 
History of Pittsfield, Writing up 
City Charter Hearing 

City Clock Care 

Planning Board 

East Street Survey 


$3,205 75 
128 83 
37 50 

24 50 

3 30 

159 35 
845 97 


$1,073 85 
300 00 
981 36 

7,597 95 
131 02 
637 00 

1,750 65 

1,398 77 
500 00 
500 00 

5,498 74 
500 00 

29 00 
50 00 
65 50 
494 15 


$4,405 20 


$3,300 00 


$900 00 


$21,507 99 
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REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS. 


City Hall $782 79 
Public Buildings 30 45 
Highway Buildings 1 35 
Water 26 81 
Police 24 43 
Parks , 8 95 


Public Service Enterprises. 


$874 78 


WATER WORKS, MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION. 


Administration: 
Superintendent - $250 00 
Printing Sta’y and Postage 307 80 
Telephone 156 76 
All other | 101 25 
General Expense: 
Labor and Teams $11,220 16 
Pipe and Fittings 53 45 
Meters and Fittings 754 62 
Equipment and Repairs 157 21 
Materials 10 85 
All other 1,389 21 
Pumping: 
Fuel, Light and Labor $2,362 77 
Engine and Pumps 14 05 
All other 86 14 
Water Works Service Connections: 
Labor and Teams $3,528 58 
Pipe and Fittings 2,933 90 
Freight and Cartage 49 13 
All other 38 79 


Municipal Indebtedness. 


Temporary Loans: 


9815 81 


$13,585 50 


$2,462 96 


$6,550 40 


Anticipation of Taxes $380,000 00 


All other 150,500 00 


$530,500 00 


General Loans: 
Sewer 
Highway 
School 
Voting Machine 
All other 


Public Enterprise Loans: 
Water 


Temporary Loans: 
Anticipation of Taxes 
All other 
General Loans: 
Sewer 
Highway 
School 
Voting Machine 
All other 
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$26,000 00 
45,000 00 
52,000 00 

4,000 00 
23,500 00 


Interest. 


$7,442 21 
1,747 08 


$19,015 83 
4,962 07 
23,482 00 
340 00 
2,459 80 


Publie Service Enterprise Loans: 


Water 


Agency and Trust. 


'Taxes: 
State 


Non-Resident Bank Tax 


County 


Liquor License for State 


Teachers’ Retirement Fund 


Private Trust: Y Y 
Tax Title Surplus 


$71,837 50 
11,089 26 
49,088 50 


$42 06 


REFUNDS AND TRANSFERS. 


Refunds: 
Taxes 
Interest on Taxes 
Assessments 
Water 
Accrued Interest 
All other 


$516 83 
06 

143 92 
462 53 
4,777 37 
46 37 


$150,500 00 


$57,000 00 


$9,189 29 


$50,259 70 


$62,109 00 


$132,015 26 
$10,041 50 
$882 40 


$42 06 


$5,947 08 
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Transfers: | 
Street Sprinkling Abutting City Property $387 54 
Emergent Funds, cash 625 00 
OUTLAY. 
CITY HALL. 


City Hall, Alterations 


WEST PITTSFIELD FIRE HOUSE. 


Contract $2,055 00 
Grading 26 00 
Extras 52 50 
Furniture and Furnishings 34 05 


All other 74 45 


Health and Sanitation. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL. 
Machine Replacement 


SEWER CONSTRUCTION. 


Labor $17,330 91 
Contract 8,994 13 
Damages 25 00 
Engineer 2,072 84 
Engineers and others 20 25 
Superintendent 1,500 00 
Material 3,337 58 
Teams 446 44 
Freight and Cartage 950 69 


All other 3,087 88 


NEWELL STREET DRAIN. 


Construction: 
Labor and Teams $24 50 
Engineer : 35 00 
Contract 200 37 
Material 8 19 


All other 19 70 


$1,012 54 


$10,240 21 


$2,242 00 


$7,623 82 


$37,774 72 


$287 76 
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ELM STREET DRAIN. 


Construction: 
Contract $2,994 73 
Labor and Teams 159 00 
Engineer 277 73 
Materials 152 94 
Manhole and Catch Basin 69 00 
All other 7 15 
——————_ $3,660 55 
DAWES AVENUE SURFACE DRAIN. 
Construction: 
Labor and Teams | $498 34 
Engineer 51 12 
Highway Repairs 2,784 18 
Catch Basins and Grates 81 50 
Freight and Cartage 91 29 
Pipes and Material 423 99 
All other 62 03 
————— $3,992 45 
EAST SURFACE DRAIN. 
Construction: 
Labor and Teams $840 82 
Engineer 15 01 
Pipe and Material 302 83 
Catch Basin and Manhole 27 00 
Cartage and Freight 74 47 
Lumber 96 99 
All other 70 21 
——————— $1,430 33 


HIGH STREET SURFACE DRAIN. 


Construction: 


Labor and Teams $553 50 
Engineer 6 25 
Material 42 50 
Pipe 59 92 
Catch Basin and Manhole 52 50 
Freight and Cartage 44 88 


All other 39 73 
—————— $799 28 
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LINDEN STREET DRAIN. 


Labor and Teams $1,211 83 
Engineer 42 71 
Pipe and Material 288 07 
Teams 13 50 
Catch Basin, Frames and Grates 184 30 
Freight and Cartage 61 54 
All other 95 41 
| —— A $1,897 36 
Highways. 
MERRIAM STREET BRIDGE. 
Construction: 
Labor and Teams $257 65 
Contract 19,493 12 
Engineers 1,504 45 
Materials 717 44 
Inspector 120 63 
Catch Basin 21 50 
Freight and Cartage 55 15 
All other 577 70 
$22,747 64 
‘OTHER EXPENSES. 
Parkside Avenue Land'Damage Claim $406" 56 
WAHCONAH STREET CONSTRUCTION. 
Labor and Teams $2,077 70 
Contract 70,783 21 
Engineering f 3,141 97 
Material 369 41 
Teams 1 50 
Catch Basin and Manhole Material 18 10 
Freight 27 00 
All other 1,242 08 
— $77,660 97 
KELLOGG STREET PAVING. 
Construction: 
Contract $8,112 07 


All other 427 60 


$8,539 67 
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CHESHIRE AND RICHMOND ROADS. 
Construction: 
Contract ; $4,815 17 


FENN STREET PAVING. 
Construction: 


Labor and Teams | $854 98 
Contract 1,708 01 
Engineering 244 39 
Materials 1,041 79 
Catch Basin and Manholes 59 50 
Tools 54 10 
Freight and Cartage 664 22 
All other 86 41 
——————— . $4,713 40 


FOURTH STREET IMPROVEMENTS. 


Construction: 


Labor and Teams $2,256 54 
Engineering | 118 96 
Materials 252 31 
Pipe | 147 98 
Catch Basins and Manholes 52 50 
Tools 13 19 
Freight and Cartage 36 61 
All other 1,109 75 
$3,987 84 
LYMAN STREET BRIDGE. 
Construction: 
Labor and Teams $18 00 
Contract 1,253 12 
Engineering 11 90 
Materials 9 50 
Extra Work 117 31 
Paint 48 36 
| $1,458 19 
WEST STREET PAVING. 
Construction: 
Labor and Teams $1,949 58 
Engineering 208 18 
Material 1,061 89 
Asphalt Contract 122 70 
Freight and Cartage 147 11 
All other 118 12 


——— $4,207 58 
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NEW WEST STREET PAVING. 


Construction: 
Labor and Teams 
Engineering 
Material 
Freight and Cartage 
All other ` 


b 


Construction: 
Labor and Teams 
Stone, Brick, Cement 
Engineering 
All other 


$5,477 06 
490 37 
3,960 06 
818 97 
980 39 


SIDEWALKS. 


$7,438 31 
2,531 52 

336 44 
2,410 37 


Education. 


~NEW SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 


POMEROY SCHOOL. 


Inspector 

Contract 

Architect 

Furniture and Supplies 
Grounds 


Sewer and Water Connections 


All other 


$1,555 00 
61,802 21 
1,400 00 
749 70 
723 35 
217 53 

7 00 


DAWES SCHOOL ADDITION. 


Inspector 
Expense Advt. Bids 


Contract 
Material 
Architect 


Furniture and Furnishings 


$65 00 
8 50 


CRANE SCHOOL. 


$532 85 
395 00 
206 74 

22 00 


$11,736 85 


$12,716 64 


$66,454 79 


$73 50 


$1,156 59 
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Parks. 
Pontoosuc Lake Property $22,000 00 
Benedict Park i 2,500 00 
l —— $24,500 00 
Public Service Enterprises. 
WATER WORKS CONSTRUCTION. 
Labor | $22,358 91 
Damages 359 45 
Engineer l 2,184 48 
Superintendent 1,250 00 
Materials 3,450 84 
Teams 2,388 94 
Cartage and Freight 3,807 85 
Hydrants, Fittings and Pipe 22,834 71 
Land 8,000 00 
All other 6,888 13 
—— $73,523 31 
PUBLIC SCALES. 
New Scales House and Foundations $1,337 36 
Total Payments | $2,032,012 82 
Cash balance at end of year 162,051 90 


$2,194,064 72 


